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employing a steamer for the use of officers inspecting

Presidency Port Office,

Madras, // July, 1897,

From
Commander H, A, Street, R.I.M.,

Presidency Port Officer,
MADRWS,
To
The Secretary to Government,
Marine Department,
CHEPAK,

Sir,

With respeet to the reference in G.0., No,513,
Marine, dated 4th June 1897,t0 the proposal contained in
'para 9 of this office letter No.l;$0/164,G, dated 13th
May 1897, that a Sﬁeamer should be obtained for the use
of officers when inspecting the lights of the Presidency;
T have the honour to point out that the purchase of a
vessel for the purpose Was not advocated as such a

course would not be in accordance with the views of the

government, of India as set forth in previous correspond~

ence on the subject, I simply requested that the at-

_;;;;;on of Government might be drawn 1o the necessity of

1ights, and I now submit that the Government of India,

Marine Department,should be asked whether it would not be
pessible for the Director Royal Indian Marine to arrange

to place at the disposal of the Madtas Government a suit- y
able Steamer for the purpose for two months each year !
from the 15th Jamuary. By a suitable vessel is meant

one of light draft capable of passing through the Pamban

Channel and the Palks Straits.

2. In connection with this proposal I would point

out,
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out that as a Royal Indian iarine Steamer is stationed
at Rangoon for services in connection with the lights
in Burmah and the Bengal Government is rermitted to ' (

maintain a sea-going Steamer for duties in connection

with the inspection of outports and attendance on the

Pilot Vessels at Sandhead§ the requirements of the

Madras Presidency with its 28 lights and extensive

seabo#rd appear to have been overlooked by the Govern-
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& I would add that the most suitable months
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Py

Fet;ruary.
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