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MARINE DEPARTMENT.

Lerrer—irom
Tas Hox'sue Coroxsr D. MoNEIL CAMPBELL, R.E,,
Secretary to the Government of Madras,
Marine Departient,

Tar SECRETARY 710 THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,
DeparTMENT oF FINANCE AND CoMMERCE.

i E forwardmg for the information of the Government of India the accompanying

“copy of Proceedings of this Government, No. 726, Marine, dated 16th August 1897,
~ embodying an opinion by the Acting Advocate-General, Madras, on the subject of the

appointment of Registrars of ships under the English Merchant Shipping Act, 1894,

T am to bring to notice that the only officer of this Presidency who now has the

Presidency.

powers of a Registrar of ships under that Act is the .Port officer, and that the exercise
of his powers is limited to the port of Madras. It is desirable that provision should
also be made for the registry of ships under the English statute at outports of this
' I am accordingly tosuggest that the following ports be declared registry

ports under section 4, clause (¢) pf the statute, viz..—

Mangalore. Masulipatam. Bimlipatam.
Gopalpur. Vizagapatam.
- 9. The Port officers at those ports, who are also Collectors of Customs under the

e Act (VIIT of 1878) would then, under section 4 (1) (e, of the statute,
Bea Customs tr:rs(of ships in acéordanog wiﬂ; the provisions thereof. The Customs’ -

is s i i <
2&?:::: a?%%;xer ports are not considered qualified to exercise such functions.

I have the honour to be,
- Bir; :
Your most obedient servant,

: Colonel, R.E,,
Secretary to Government, -

~ OOTACAMUND,
16th August 1897.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

MARINE DEPARTMENT,

Reap—the following papers : —

From Commander H. A. STREET, R.IM., Presidency Port Officer, Madras,

to the Secretary to Government, Marine Department, dated 15th May 1897,
No. 498/175 G.

With reference to the orders of Government quoted in the margin, T have the

honour to acquaint you, for the informa-
tion of Government, that I considered it
nhecessary to obtain the opinion of the

Advocate-General on the point as to
whether it is necessary for the Port officers of Coast ports who have been appointed

Registrars of Shipping under the Indian Aots X of 1841 and XI of 1850 (vide page
639 of Fort St. George Gazette, 29th May 1891, Part I), to be re-appointed Registrars
of Shipping under section 4 of the English Merchant Shipping Aect of 1894, and
I submit herewith, for consideration and orders, a copy of the opinion obtained,
With reference thereto, I have to point out that Madras i8 the only port in the Presi-
dency declared a port of registry, and the Port officer, Madras (Presidency Port
Officer), the only Registrar under the Merchant Shipping Act of 1854,

No. 818, Marine, dated 25th November 1896.
ST ki » . 4th April 1897.

———

Excrosure.
OPINION.

[ fie Port officer’s letter to the Government Bolicitor, dated 13th April 1897, No. 498/468 M)

1. Under section 4, clause (d) of the Merchant Shipping Aet, 1894, the Port officers at
Caloutta, Madras and Bombay are constituted Registrars of British ships under that statute.
Under clause (¢) of the same section, other ports in  British India for the registry of ships under
the said statute will have to be approved by the Governor-General, and if there is at any of such

rts a Chief officer of Customs, such officer is constituted Registrar of ships under the statute,

ut if there is no such officer resident at any such port, the Governor-General will have to
appoint an officer as Registrar of British ships under the statute, Under section 18 (6) of the
statute 52 and 568 Vie. ch. 63 (The Interprotation Act, 1889), the word Governor
ocourring in English statutes passed after 1st of January 1890, shall, as respects India, mean the
* Governor-General.”

2. I should, however, add that under section 745 (4) of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, if
officers had been appointed as Regxstyars of British ships under any of the previous En liah
statutes repealed by the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, such officers will be deemed to have ﬁeen
appointed under the statute of 1894. Under sections 40 sud 31 of statute 17 and 18 Vie.
oh. 104 (The Merchant Shipping Act, 1854), corresponding to sections 4 and 89 of the Merchant
Shipping Aet, 1894, ports for the registry of ships in British India under that statute were
to be approved and Registrars appointed by the Local Government concerned, [f this had been
done by the Local Government under the Merchant Shi

! pping Act, 1854, it ma 1bl
regarded a8 duly done under the Consolidation Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, il

o
,;.‘:115-14”""'“‘“‘

No. 726, Marixg, 16t5 Aveust 1897. 3

B S

; : 1
: ers only to the appointment in ng 1894 by the Loca
b Prfeildeli‘:ty;'::: ;tf Slfiﬁp‘;e:nf;(fer Indig Acts X of 1841 and XI of 1850. Fh;lt thaé t\:glll not
Govorr;n;gn: ;oin:fx{mnt of Registrars of British ships under section 30 of the Merchant Shipping
n :
zncxt(;u 1854 tg 1892, which were then in force. Y e
: Without, however, full information as to the approval of ports for reglz T8 dI; s
4. Wit 01; Registrars under the Merchant Shipping A’ct, 1854, 1 canno exp:;assh a :
Sppointmens 0 eg,t. n raised in the Pesidency Port Officer’s letter. Having regard ; (Kv:viré 63
opinion on the g}ltf’s 10n sections 30 (5) [as modified by Merchant Shipping (Colonial) Act, d‘
the duy.ergencﬁl . wxi‘i’on 6] and 31 of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1854, and tthe corresplclmb-
(32, Vie. ch. 1 )} secd (¢) and 89 of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, the safes fc(ilé;s: w1d te
ing sections 4 (d) ém eral to approve ports for registry of ships under the statute o 4, an . 0
= t}}et(%ovte}:': ((J::se ZI} ports where there is no Chief officer of Customs, Registrars of ships under
appoint in

the Merchant Bhipping Act, 1894. e . : . S ey
i 3 Bill (published in the Supplemen ort &
G ki Irflil:u 32{(;}?}1 a;[tar‘zlk}nfgé)eg which (ilx)ae been pending in the Vlceregal' LengIFttl[v]e
George Gazette 392 ?t is proposed by section 11 to repeal clauses (¢) and (e) of section & . te
s :ﬂ’ct I189{)1 and to provide in lieu thereof that the Lo?al Government ;@se 8198 cf)
Merchant bh_lpplngof British ’s}n‘ps in British India, and by section 12, to_qmex}x)d section 89 ;)O
appon}t Regmt“?)m substituting * Liocal Government ” for “ Governor of a Brﬂnsh ]?(,)S‘ste'simllll e :
thetmdtslrgrti‘;eetbﬁ Local Government itself to approve ports for the registry of British ships in
;;ritois?lulndia under the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894.

i V. BASHYAM AIYANGAR,
G Acting Advocate-General.

——e.

idene Officer, Madras,

H. A. STREET, R.LM, Presidency Port ; :

metocglxlgmgg:}re(zarv to Government, Marine Department, dated 15th June
1897, No. 498/225 G,

i partment memo., No. 382 E., dated 3rd June 1897, 1 have
h hIn relI') lt):) ts?a]:iatrlllx;f ]z::;xz’xgzady poinred’out in the concluding portion of my leFt?r
o ?801;7’ G., dated ie')th May 1897, Madras is the only port in this Presw..ucy
e s s té) have been declared a port of registry under the English Me_rchant
Wh'wh' appgari of 1854, and the Master Attendant, Madras (at present Presxdenpy
%léi'lépl(r)ligﬁcerc), the Reéistrar of Shipping for that port under the same Act—uvide

section 80 (H). o _ b j A
¢ ritish ship requiring to be registered under the

4 TOSI?eegnthi\Zri ggze :tf. :nI;' of the otI};er grincipal ports in the Presidency, it
gt ot %ar t;hat tl’le Government of India should be moved te approve
g mefnecf:"istyr and to appoint Registrars therefor 1_1nder the new statute.
- ok '0;1 o?;ts ayxr'e Mangalore, Tellicherry, Calicgt, rohm, Tuticorin, Pdmban,
L prmcxpl‘ﬂagulipatam Cocanada, Vizagapatam, Bimlipatam and Gopalpur, and
gleg:tli)izglsn’to be approved’ as Registrars would be the Port officers of the respective

e

ports.

N i Madras
H. A. STREET, R.I.M,, Presidency Port Officer, *
Fromto(iﬁ?xgzgift;ry to Government’, Marine’ Department, dated 26th July 1897,

No, 498/283 G.

- ~ ’ h 2 of Marine Department memo., No. 468 E.,
Wlﬂil I;felarericgwto ka;::g;a %)he honour to acquaint you, for the information of
Sand 2t t ?hit the éea Customs Superintendents of the por.ts therein m.ent.loued are
ERITERATI inion, fit persons to exercise the powers of Registrar of SBhipping, as ]xt
POt’ o }(;P h th7o clauses of section 4 of Merchant S}npplpg Act of. 1894 imply
o P:i)slt Wh;lcd by an officer of superior position, and to which, I consider, that no
sho;l(}n nﬁt a gazeited officer should be appointed. : : |
r ith respect to the question contained in the concluding portion of paragraph
i rea?uium under reply, I have to state that it would seriously inconve-
o th:h;n 32:(::18 employed in coasting trade between Pdmban and Mangalore, should
?ﬁzggebe no ports of registry on the West Coust.

a3
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Mangalore. Masulipatam. Bimlipatam, of 189 7, dated 10tk May 1897, from the

Gopalpur. Vizagapatam., Current No. 727

2. It is observed that the Port officers at these ports are also Collee 1 o 20008 BOESTRNS 000 U
Customs under the Sea Customs Act (VIII of 1878), aud would thus under section 4, : 189 ‘ uly 1859
clause (¢) of the statute of 1894, become Registrars of ships under that statute : i 2. ol i 4
immediately on the ports being declared registry ports. T

[Here enter No. 727, Marine, dated 16th August 1897.]
(True Extract.) T | £/3 ("{ o
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