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Lighthouses in the Southern portion of the Red Sea

Forwarding copy of Proceedings embodying a representation from the Madras
Chamber of Commerce on the subject of the urgent necessity of establishing a

complete system of — and trusting that the matter may be laid before the Secretary
of State for such action as may be deemed necessary. ‘




No. 588, Marivg, lst JuLy 1897.
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MARLNE DEPARTMENT.

Tae Hoxouraste CoLoNEr D. McNEIL CAMPBELL, R.E,
Secretary to the Government of ﬂadm,_‘s.‘.__
Marine Departﬁciti,

Tus SECRETARY 10 tHE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
MARINE DEPARTMENT.

_Sm.

I am directed to forward, for the information of the Government of India, the

accompanying copy of the Proceedings of this Government embodying a representa-

 tion from the Madras Chamber of Commerce in which the importance to Eastern
~ trade of establishing a WQLW@E&QMM@M portion of the
~ Red ot forward. His Excellency the Governor in Council fully concurs
o Chamber of Commerce as to urgent mecessity for protecting this
~ portion of the route to and from India, and trusts that the matter may be laid before
 the Secretary of State for such action as may be deemed necessary. :

hed O DIOu

" in the views of th

T have the honour to be,
Sir, :
Your most obedient servant,

Colonel, R.E.,
" Secretary to Government.

O0TACAMUND,
1st July-1897.
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¢.0., No. 587, 1st July 1897.
JULY.
Lighthouses in the Southern portion of the Red Sea
Ordered that the Government of India be addressed on the subject of the urgent
necessity of establishing a complete system of —.




GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

MARINE DEPARTMENT.

Rean—the following paper : —

From the Homourable Mr. G. G. ARBUTHNOT
Commerce, Madras, to the Secretary to G
dated 12th June 1897.

I have the honour to enclose a copy of a letter addressed
Bengal by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce on the snbjii:?ofmtﬁseurGg;:r:n;ept'of
of establishing a complete system of lighthouses in the g OOy

" » south i
Sea. In view of the vast interests at stake, both with regarde{:pﬁ:;f’: ;)i nt(llxe Red
traffic, the subject is one of urgent importance, and the Chamber trusgs the M(:ilg:

Government will give the matter its consideration, and adg
India in support of the Bengal Chamber’s proposal.’ ress the Government of

p Cha.lrman, Chamber of
overnment, Marine Department,

Excrosvre,

From the Bengal Chamber of Commeree, to the Govern :
3 dated Calontta, 19¢h May 1897 8" Morine Department,

Tam directed by the Committee to address you with referenc
~which has long existed, for additional lighthouses'in the lower portion of the Red S Th
subject is by no means a new one, as the want has been long acknowledged and forcible :t ti -
has been drawn to it, from time to time, whenever a casualty has occurred. 'I'he Come:ll't;:
understand that, a short time ago, the British Ambassador at Cz)nstantino le issued a circul : t
the representatives of the Great Powers inviting their co-operation in g joint !‘epresenta.ti:: tz
Turkey, presaing for authority to construct lights in the region referred to. The Committes
without information as to whether any results of a practical nature have followed from tﬁ:
circalar, but they venture, r_espeoti"nlly, to d\;bmit that it is almost impossible to overrate th
necessity for some speedy action being taken in the interests of the yearly increasing amount o:
shipping which finds its way through the Red Sea to India, China ‘ard Australia. The cours
mef by vessels, either downwards or upwards, through the Red Sea, is without doubt .
of the most dangerous in the world, and for nearly nine hundred miles there are no li 11:9
whatever for the guidance of mariners. The Comsuittee feel that it is not necessary to enter mt.
any detail as to the manifold dangers of the passage, as these must be accurately known to th:
Marine authorities.
2. The matter is assuming additional importance at the present time owin
ing renewal of the P. and O. Mail contract, which provides for a considerable
and consequently tends to increase the risk which is already run by these stea
absence of lights. The upper portion of the Ked =ea, where the course puisued by vessels runs
close to the Egyptian shore, is already fairly well provided with lights, and the ommittes are
unable to realize that any substantial difficulties can possibly lie in the way of treating the
gonhern portion of the Red Sea w_1th its two handred miles of shoals and 1slands in a similar
munner. In any case, the matter is one which appears to call for prompt and decided action on

e to the urgent necessity,

g to the approach-
1nerease oF speed
mers owing to the

e

No. 587, Manixz, sz Juy 1897,

Ezxd. T. K. Nerayana Aiyangar.

iti the great majority of vessels passing through these waters
ung.:}teoﬁtt?t?aﬁw Gﬁ?&:ﬁ&i&e, thgxfore, ]direot me to request that the Government of

ine the matter due consideration, will move the Government of India to ask the

of Sgte to take such steps as may be considered desirable, with a view of establishing

a complete system of lighthouses in the southern portion of the Red Sea.

Orpxa—No. 587, Marine, dated 1st July 1897.

The Government of India will be addressed accordingly.
[Here enter No. 588, Marine, dated 1st J nly 1897.]
(True Extradt;)

. Under Secretary to Government,

Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Madras.
Presidency Port Officer.
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The Ghambexr of Commrerce,

MADRAS, 12tk June, 1897.

THE HON'BLE MR. G. G. ARBUTHNOT,

CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
' MADRAS.

THE SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT,

MARINE DEPARTMENT,
OOTACAMUND.

SIr,

1 have the honour to enclose a copy of a letter addressed to the Govern-
ment of Bengal by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce on the subject of the

urgent necessity of establishing a complete system of lighthouses in the southern
In view of the vast interests at stake, both with

portion of the Red Sea.
regard to passenger and cargo traffic, the subject is ome of urgent importance,

and the Chamber trusts the Madras Government will give the matter its consider-
ation, and address the Government of India in support of the Bengal Chamber’s

proposal.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your most Obedient Servant,

PrAe Ty

L

Zipte W,

Chairman.
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[ENCLOSURE.]

Letter from the Bengal Chamber of Commerce to the Govern ;
Department, N Gilchtta, the 106k Mhad, 1890 rnment of Bengal, Marine

ommittee to address you with referencé to the ur 81 2

¢ al lighthouses in the lower portion of the Reg('ienst;ece?i:g’s:&ldé
is by no means a new one, as the want has been long acknowledged and forcible att ggc

has been drawn to it, from time to time, whenever a casualty has occurred. The Co e",t’Oﬂ
understand that, a short time ago, the British Ambassador at Constnn‘t.ino le immzltee
circular to the representatives of the Great Powers inviting their 00'0peratio§ inSsue. a
l-epresentation to Turkey, pressing for aunthority to constrvet lights in the region ref .a E]lomt
The Committee are without information as to whether any results of a pract%cal natelreh it
followed from this circular, but they venture, respectfully, to submit that it is a]most;n;'e 54
ble to overrate the necessity for some speedy action being taken in the interests of thenflpossl.l.
increasing amount of shipping which finds its way through the Red Sea to India Chingear};
Australia. The course pursued by vessels, either downwards or upwards, through the Red S’ e
without doubt one of the most dangerous in the world, and for nearly > e Boiived 1l f}?, 1:3
are no lights whatever for the guidance of mariners. The Committee feel that it is mnot sne £
sary to enfer into any detail as to the manifold dangers of the passage, as these mu%ce{:

accurately known to the Marine authorities.

9. The matter is assuming additional importance at s vresenbit .
approaching renewal of the P. and O. Mail contract, which ppl'ovides ]T:r :Wcl'zfgxsi(::ratg‘]e
increase of speed s and consequently tends to increase the risk which is alread rue
by these steamers owing to the absence of lights. The upper portion of the Redy Se:

vessels rus close to the Bgyptian shore, is already fairly

where the course pursued by 5
he Committee are unable to realise that any substantial

well provided with lights, and t
difficulties can possibly lie in the way of treating the southern portion of the Red

Sea with its two hundred miles of shoals and islands in a similar mapner. In an
case, the matter is one which appears te call for prompt and decided actic;n on ‘th);
part of the British Governrent, as the great majority of vessels passing through théqc
waters carry the British flag. The Committee, therefore, direct me to request that the Gover;p
ment of Bengal, after giving the matter due consideration, will move the Government of
India to ask the Secretary of State to take such steps, as may be considered desira'ble
with a view of establishing a complete system of lighthouses in the southern portion of

the Red Sea.”

«T am directed by the C
has long existed, for addition

\
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