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i ‘ ] : SEORETARY T0 GOVERNMENT,
| | [ Marine Department. v
; | } f ‘,-;,_1 ‘ SIB’ . '
} | L * * * ¥ * %* %
I ; 16. (iii). Railway communications .—Tn intimate connection with any scheme of
g | Harbour Improvements, Railway communications must take a very important place ;
% S and in the plan lately approved by the Board, both the Railways would have plenty
; l;” g of room, should Government make over the sand accreted to the south of the
' %' i1 Harbour for Harbour Improvements, and for Railway purposes. 1t is observed

that the « Clive’s” and “ Light-house” batteries interfere very much with the Railway
alignment. It is understood that Clive’s battery is likely to be moved, and it would
seem that the Light-house battery is not in the best situation which could be found

for it, being as it now is a little over 1,000 yards in a direct line from the
high-water mark at the south arm, as recorded on the 7th September last. If
the military authorities have any intention of moving the Light-house battery, as well

as the Clive's battery, the Railways could be kept further from the High Court, and
the High Court grounds need not be encroached upon. This would be a convenience

.to the Judges of the High Court, to the Railways, and to the Trust, and the removaj

of the battery to a more suitable site might suit the military authorities. The pro-

. tection of the shipping is a matter in which the Trust is indirectly interested, and as
the removal of the Light-house battery would facilitate Railway alignment, the Board
would suggest that the cost of the removal of the battery might be paid jointly by the
two Railways, by the Trust, and by the Military Department. The amount could
not be anything very great: Should the battery remain where it is, all railway and
canal traffic, and all work in front of the guns, must be stopped, and the whole area
cleared of people when shell practice is being carried out. |
arises who is to consruct, maintain, and work the lines of Rail- PESEN-
The Board is of opinion that the matter should be left entirely |
in the hands of the two Railways. A small rent, per ground occupied, might be
charged, and the present rate of oneanna a ton of goods carried by each railway
vehicle entering on the Board’s premises would continue to be levied. For the
Board’s Traffic Department to interfere with railway traffic would only lead to confusion
and friction. The Railway Traffic Departments are better able to deal with the
matter, and the Board’s Traffic Department would merely control the loading and
unloading of vehicles, as the Trust must maintain full - control and custody of goods

17. The question
way communication ?

1 t\ brought into its premises, ¢ither by sea or rail.
-~ ‘ 4 * * *® *® *® #* *
fl » 1 have the honour to be,
1 : ks | ; Sir,
| | ¥ | : Your obedient servant,
I B W. AUSTIN,

Harbour Trust Board.

J 7 . : Chairman,
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‘l ! , From
§ WARE AUSTIN, Esq, L C. 8,

; ; CuaieymaN, Harsour Trust Boarp,

f | MADRAS.

| R\

Tae Hox'sue Con. D. McNEIL CAMPBELL, R, E,,
SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT,

| | 4 Marine Department.
: i Siz,

I have the honour to submit herewith for the information of Government, an
extract from the minutes of a special meeting of the Harbour Trust Board held on
Friday, 13th November, at which the Hon'ble Mr. Bliss favoured the Trustees with
his presence, and gave them an opportunity of discussing Harbour matters with him_

(i). Custody and Warehousing of Goods :—The two letters from the Collector of
Sea Customs, Bombay, referred to by the Harbour Improvements Committee, are
reprinted herewith, for ready reference.

‘ 9. The Harbour Board would invite the attention of Government to two import-
: ant facts in connection with the arrangements in force at Bombay, as stated by the
‘ :
Collector of Sea Customs at that Port.

@. © All landing places at Bombay are within Customs limits.”

(b). « The sheds in which the goods are stored are under the sole control of the
« Port Trust,” and « except for a general supervision by the Customs Preventiv'e
« Department, the entire management of the.; sheds and the gates atthe Docks is
« gonducted by the Port Trust” ; and, on landing, “no goods are taken charge of by

1 « the Customs.”
‘ 3. The Collector of Sea Customs, Madras, has been good enough to forward, for
| the opinion of the Trustees, a draft notification which he proposed to submit to the

: Board of Revenue, and to Government, for approval, ij}{Ointing l.mt.ier Section 11 (c)
' k of the Sea Customs Act (VIIL of 1878) the places within the limits of the Port of
| :

Madras to be wharves for the landing and shipping of goods.

| ;' This draft notification is as follows . and meets with the entire approval of the
| | Harbour Trust Board. '

| : « The foreshore and any wharf, pier or jetty, in the occupation or possession
‘ | of the Harbour Trust Board between two lines drawn due. east, one from the boundary
; pillar at the corner of Messrs. Parry and Co.’s premises, and the other from the

northern Port limit pillar at Cassimode.”

PRSP —

Should this’ notification be approved by Government, and published in the
‘ ' Gazette, it will include the whole of the Board’s present premises, and all contem-
| plated additions within Customs premises.




T E—— -

Custom House building, a question has arigen which woulq not exi

2

4. The recommendation of the Chamber of Commerce and the Harbour Im prove-
ments Committee is, that the system set forth concisely in (8), supra, should be
brought into force at Madras, and the Harbour Board is willing to carry. out the
necessary arrangements, should Government approve of and sanction the proposal.

5. The Trustees would invite special attention to the difference between
“within Customs limits ” and Custom House.”

At Bombay the Custom House is the Office of the Collector of Seq Customs, no
goods are stored within it, and it i situate in the Fort, in the business quarter of the

City, at a considerable distance from the docks, bunders, angd wharves, which are,
however, all within Customs limits.

be stored until cleared through the Customs Office.
House and the, place for the storage of goods on landi

; ng, have, from long association,
come to be regarded as synonimous,

6. No section in the Sea Customs Aet Specifically enaots thigt goods shall, when
landed, be taken into the Custom House ; but ag goods must he stored in som:a place
that affords protection from the weather, convenience for Customs’ examination and
’ until duty ig Paid, the Chief Customs’ authority has
directed under Section 204, which provides thag « all rules made under this Act shall
“be notified in the Official Gazette and sha]) thereafter have the force of law,” that
all goods landed at Ma.dra..s shall be taken into the Custom House, 7. ¢., into th; sheds

as possible, without waiting until Harbour improye
Harbour Board is willing to meet their wishes, if @
the Customs yards to it ; but, in the case of these yards which are withj

with the Board’s own premises, when built and within Customsg limits,
storage fees can legally be levied under Section 45, Act IT of 1886.

It is presumed, should Government agree to rent the Yards and sheds to the
Trust, that the scale of rates for storage leviable undep the Sea Customs Act would be
cancelled. ‘

Hence, in Madras, the Custom °
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At present the Board merely holds a lien fop Harbour dues upon goods landed
and stored in the Customs sheds, and no difficulty has ever arisen about collecting them :
the goods are passed through the gates by the Collector’s clerks, a. Harboup Trust clerk
also being present to see that dues have been paid, before actual delivery is made by
the Trust’s Traffic Department, and no difficulty is likely to occur in the future, for,
because the Collector’s lien for duty has been discharged by Payment of it, that doeg
not, for instance, effect a ship master’s lien for freight, nor the Harbour Board’s lien
under Section 55, Act IT of 1886, which authorises the Board to sell, of goods upon
which its dues are not paid, sufficient to cover the rates due to the Board ;. while
under Section 49 Harbour dues are payable immediately on the landing »
and should any difficulty oceur, the system of deposits for Payment of dues could be
extended; at present it ig confined chiefly to firms represented on the Chamber of
Commerce or Trades Association.

The existing scale of rates for storage under Section 45 would probably have
to be increased very considerably, to yield the amount now col]ected_ as storage by
the Collector, about Rs. 1,800 per mensem ; but the Board would submit that this is
a heavy tax on individual merchants, and the opportunity might be taken of reducing
it, by charging the Trust only such rent as the existing scale of rates under Section
45 will yield: ,

9. The proposed arrangement, for warehousing under warrant must stand over
until the Board can construct proper warchouses ; but this is a question altogether

‘apart from the custody and storage of goods when landed ; and from the storage of

liquors in a public bonded warehouse, which last must, it is understood, be under the
absolute and sole contro] of the Collector, and is a matter which does not concern
the Trust ; the Board would object to take charge of liquor in bond for years, indeed
such a procedure would not appear to be contémpla.te_d' by the Harbour Trust Act,

10.  (ii). Harbour Improvements :—In my letter No, 343, dated 2nd June 1891, I
submitted to Government a proposal made by Mr. Pinsent, the Board’s Secretary, for

“ Board has no right to, or contro} over, the aceretion on the south side of the southern
“arm of the Harbour, ” and « the Government directs that no buildings excepting
“sheds of the most temporary character, which can easily be removed, shall be
** constructed on any portion of the land. ”

I1. The aecretion was subsequently made over to, and is now in charge of, the
Collector of Madras.

12.  Previous te this, in his letter No. 539, dated 23rd September 1886, Sir Richard
Barlow, then Chairman, Wrote—para. 5—* Government are aware that the cost of the
“ erosion to the north of the northern arm has been debited to the construction of the
* Harbour, and I presume that, should further erosion take place, the Harbour Board
“ will be held responsible for it. On the same principle I consider that the large
* accretion south of the southern groyne, which results from the construction of the
“ Harbour, should vest in the Trust ”: and para. 7—* The aceretion immediately to the
* south of the southern groyne, up to the military boundary line, by Messrs. Parry
“and Co.’s is needed by the Harbour Works Department at present, and will be emer-
““ gently required in the future for various Harbour additions and improvements.” P
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which Government replied that they were «
“ direct control over the area lying south
“ more than 50 yards above high-water level.
*“ Harbour Trust Board from applying for the
“ question.”

not prepared to part with their power of
of the southern Harbour groyne, and
This, however, need not prevent the
use of any portion of the area in

13. Since this was written, the Board hag had to pay large sums for the acqui-
sition, and protection, of land north of the Harbour, anq should G
of improvements being made to the south of the Harbour,
the proposed boat-basin and its surroundin
would submit, be vested in the Trust, under

overnment approve
the area to be occupied by
g yards and godowns should, the Board

Sections 26 and 27, Act IT of 1886.
14. The Board has carefully considereq ().

isnotof such a nature as to requir
construction, and if such is the case,
under contract, by some well kno
contractor.,

Whether the work now proposed
€ 10 Special knowledge of Harbour
Whether it could not be constructed
Wn and reliable D. P. W., or other

. the Trust to retain the services
of an Engineer to the Board, or to employ 4 Sub-Eungineer of the

saving might be effected, in the const
and in up-keep generally thereaffer.

16. (ili). Railway communications :—In intimate conn
Harbour Improvements, Railway communications must take a v,

of room, should Government make over the sand accreted to ¢
Harbour for Harbour Improvements, and for Railway purposes. It is observed
that the “ Clive’s” and « Light-house” batteries interfere very much with the Railway
alignment. It is understood that Clive’s battery is likely to be moved, and it would

r 1,000 ’yards in a direct line from the
high-water mark at the south arm, as recorded on the 7th September last. Tf

the military authorities have any intention of moving the Light-house battery, as well
as the Clive’s battary, the Railways could be kept further from the High Court, and

K
J

: encroached upon. This would be a convenience
3)1 edglgﬁdzzgl:fg:;:n;?gieeciszz11:3 the Ra,ilways,p and to the Trust, z.ufd the removal
of the battery to a more suitable site m%ght suit the n}lht.;ary.r authcfntles.sﬁe The pro-
Ay Y shipping is a matter in which the T.I‘I.lSt is u}dlrectl_yf interested, and as
the removal of the Light-house battery would facilitate Rall.way ahgm_nel'lt., the Board
would suggest that the cost of the removal o.f .the battery might be paid Jointly by the
two Railways, by the Trust, and by the Military De}.)a.rbment. . T.he amm'mt could
not be anything very great. Should the battery remain where it is, all ra.ﬁwiay and
1 traffic, and all work in front of the guns, ml}st be stopped, and the whole area
zzﬁed of people when shell practice is being carned. out.':. : .
17. The question arises who is to construct, maintain, and work the lines of B.all-
. nication ? The Board is of opinion that the matter should b.e left e'antu-ely
way comml(l1 f the two Railways. A small rent, per ground occupied, might be
il ; :he resent rate of oneanna a ton of goods ecarried by each railway
cha.r_-ged, e og the Board’s premises would continue to be levied. For the
vehld? entef;im%e artment to interfere with railway traffic would only lead to confusion
e ; T'm : Thf Railway Traffic Departments are better able to deal with the
o fmctu:in;he Board’s Traffic Department would merely control the loading and
i-;tt:;;nanof vehicles, as the Trust must maintain full control and eustody of goods
bro::lght ?nto its premises, either by sea or rail. : ‘.
" (iv)- Outstanding balances due by Coast Pm:ts to the .Madms Port Fund, :—
18. At the end of 1894-95 the port of Ganjam was indebted to Madras by way of

loan to the extent of Rs. 1,89,051, and this has been regarded by the Trust as anything
oan 9,

i g ould Government approve the proposals for Harbour
‘epym i 1;31:dmas:; leit};ler No. 3284, dated (15)151 N ovemlf)er,pit would be to the
.Improvements, Bm rd if a portion of this amount in cash, say one lakh of rupees
v g .Of tl.u;l. (;;e financial year 1897-98, and the Dredger *“ Wenlock ” transferred
hfgpdie: “:t 5 roposed some little time since, but without cash payment by the
;300:153 I;iusﬁzllzagon of the outstanding bala.nce.s dlfe by ('z}anjmn:1 figgether tv;iﬂ;hs
small ;tems due by other ports to Madras, amounting in all, in roung 8’“1' ©8, to abou
din k. Ru?k:& this suggestion the Trustees have taken into consideration that
whilelgz;.criIf;lciI:Z togsome extent a book asset, cash within a reasonable period is of

1 nee. ' 3 i

!noreTl;:iolrx:ie also borne in mind that Government has tritl?lliedkﬂ:g P é):t hbemu.i ltﬂ
the matter of Harbour construction, and that they mufst islizt" o;) S V:;_lum;;n 0(;
assist the fature development of trade, by a.ffor(?.mg 1‘131 X ';‘es :" o '
improvements, by the transfer of the necessary site to the Trust.

I have the honour to be, -
Sir,
Your obedient servant,

Ww. AUSTIN 8
Chairman,
Harbour Trust Board,
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No. C. 5876 of 1892,
From
¢ J. M. CAMPBELL, Esq, C. 8, . 1. E.
Collector of L. B. Customs and Opium,
Bombay.
To
THE COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS,
Madras.
Bomeay Cusrou House,
22nd July 1892.
Sir,

In reply to your letter, No. 1422G, dated the 25th ult
state that all landing Places at Bombay are within Customs limits, and neither free nor
dutiable goods landed at those places are allowed to be cleared until after all necessary
customs formalities, no special arrangement exists at Bombay for the separate storage,
and delivery of free goods from premises situated outside of Customs limits. Conge-
quently no separate guarding, supervising or examining establishment is necessary.

I forward a detailed note of procedure which I trust may prove useful.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

J. M. CAMPBELL,
Collector of 1.. R. Customs and Optum.

Note.~Under section 11, clause

Governmept have appointed 39 places for 1
Export.

(c) of the Sea Customs Act, the Local
anding and shipping Goods on Import and

Nearly the whole of the Im

these 39 places, namely, (1) The Prince’s Dock, (2) The Victoria Dock, and (3) The

Carnac Bunder; the remaining 36 places are set apart for specified goods, such &s
Coals, Hay, Straw, Raw Cotton, Bricks, Tiles, Chunam, etc.

The following practice is observed in clearing free goods from the Prince’s
and Vietoria Docks, both of which are controlled by the Port Trustees,

and are worked
by officers appointed under the orders o

f the Trust and paid from the Trust Funds,

Port Trust labourers remove the
the Transit sheds.

goods from the wharf ang deposit them in

imo, I have the honor to

S

7

An order on the Bill of Entry serves as authority for the temporary delivery
of the goods by the Port Trust to their owners or agents for Customs examination.
When the Customs examination is completed the packages are returned to the shed
where they were originally deposited.

Packages are opened and closed by carpenters kept for the purpose by the
Port Trust, on payment of a fee which varies according to the size of the package.

Except that in the case of Steel and Iron 7 free days are allowed, all free

goods may on payment of a single wharfage fee remain in the transit sheds free of
rent for 5 clear-working days.

Goods remaining uncleared for home consumption at the end of the sanc-
tioned period are on the 6th day removed to the Port Trust uncleared Warehouse, In
this Warehouse, which is within Customs limits, goods incur rent for every three days
or part of three days. And here they remain until cleared on an *out of charge”
order issued by the Customs on the duplicate Bill of Entry.

If not cleared from the Port Trust uncleared Warehouse within 4 months
from the date of landing, the goods are taken charge of by the Customs Preventive
Department, and are removed to the Queen’s Warehouse, where they are lodged
pending their disposal under Section 88 of the Sea Customs Act,

The “Transit sheds,” the “Uncleared Goods Warehouse and the Queen’s
Warehouse are all within Customs limits.

When vessels discharge in the stream the bulk of their cargo is under cover
of boat notes landed at Carnac Bunder either by the muccadums engaged by the
vessel’s agents or by the owners of the goods.

As at the Docks 5 clear working days are allowed for the clearance of goods
landed from steamers arriving from freé or foreign ports. And 5 days are also allowed
for goods imported by such country craft as arrive by foreign ports. In the case of
goods brought by native craft from free ports, 3 free days are allowed.

It will be seen from the above that except for disposal under Section 88 of the
Sea Customs Act, no goods are taken charge of by the Customs : -that the department

has nothing to do with landing, storage or delivery of goods : that on landing, goods

are always kept within Qustoms limits before clearance’ for home consumption, and that
in no premises outside the Customs are uncleared goods allowed to be deposited.

D. COWASJEE,

Dock Custom Housg, } 2nd Ezaminer.

13tk July 1892.
% (True copy.)

J. M. CAMPBELL,

Collector of L. B. Customs and Opium.

7 DB TRERCERS e T v A P




8
No. C. 6511 or 1892.

FrouM
J. M. CAMPBELL, Esq., C. S, oL E,
Collector of Land Revenue, Customs and Opium,
5 Bombay.
THE COLLECTOR OF SEA CUSTOMS,
Madras.

Bomeay Custox House,
oo _ 16th August 1892.

In reply to your letter, No. 1646 G., dated the

honour to give the further information required by you
1. The practice prevailing at the Prince’
landing of dutiable goods is the same as that d

niment to this office letter, No. C. 5876, da : :
goods are allowed to remain free of rent for 7“3‘;:1;:;?3;;3 zlfné el;cept e du.tzmble
instead of for 5 days, the time allowed for free goods. Greater ca:-1 11. atys; and‘ hOhda).rs)
dutiable goods, to facilita:te their being quickly traced Jor Customs em:mzzn:tc;nn m;zjzk;:g
case of free goods, dutiable goods are delivered by the Port Trust to the consignees
o ; .

vessel, and complete docwments from the %wto‘:;:.frgc‘) fi’:agli:::: tcff E{n;’;itzegpmozg
whether free or dutiable, is made on any account, except under cover of ¢ ustomsgdoocu:
ments on which orders for their being “out of Customs charge” are given,

2. AU free as well as dutiable goods landed at the Docks are delivered to their
owners or their agents by the Port Trust employés exclusively, and the sheds in which
the goods are stored are under the sole control of the Port Tyust. Up to the present
no cases have occurred in which goods have been passed without documents, no
immediate precautions are taken by the Custom House to preven
passed. But four months after the entry inwards of a vessel, a list is prepared show-
ing all items which remain uncleared in the vessel’s manifest, that is, for which bills
of entry have not been prepared, and which are not reported as short landed, This
list is sent to the Preventive Department, by the officers of which the nec
inquiries are made, and the uncleared packages are taken charge of by them, and sent
to the Queen’s Warehouse for disposal under Section 88 of the Customs Act. Should
* any of them be not forthcoming, the Port Trust would be held responsible (vide last
para. of Section 85). FHecept a general smpervision by, the Customs Preventive
Department, the entire management of the sheds and the gates atthe Docks is conducted
by the Port Trust. The sheds being all within Customs limits, removal of packages
from one shed to'another is permitted by shed managers, who are all in Port Trust
employ.

3. Itis under the provisions of section 85, eclauge (b) of the Customs Act that
goods are landed at the two Docks.

4. Goods are landed at the Carnac Bunderalso under section 85, but in some
cases the owners take delivery from the vessel’s side in the stream, and land the goods
themselves. In the former case they are in charge of the vessel’s agents, and in the
latter in that of the owners, who employ watchmen to look after the goods. Free

25th ultimo, I have the

8 az‘ld Victoria Docks in respect of the
escribed for free goods in the accompa-

goods are stored in open sheds on the wharf, while dutiable goods are placedin a

t packages being so,

9

godown, the key of which remains in charge of the Preventive Officer at the Bunder
after it is closed at sunset, but both classes of goods lie at the risk of the agents of the
vessels, or the owners of the goods, as the case may be. The gates at the Bunder are
in charge of Customs gate-keepers, who allow t-he goods to pass on presentation of
duplicate of ¢fe bill of the entry endorsedA with an order signed by an Assistant
Collector.-Permitting the removal of the goods.
I have the honour to be,
Sir, '
Your obedient servant,
JEHANGER DOMBHEY FRAMJEE,
for Collector of Land Revenue, Customs and Opiwm.

Latract of the Minutes of the Proceedings of a Special Meeting of the Trustees of the
Madras Harbour, held at the Board’s Office on Friday, the 13th November 1896,
Present :

The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. Blisg, 1. ¢. 5., ¢. L. E.
Mr. Ware Austin, 1. . 8., Chairman,
» W.S. Shaw.
,» H. Scott.
Commander H. A. Street, . 1. M.
Mr. F. J. Wilson.
» J. F. Davies.
» Cowasjee Eduljee Panday.
‘ » Mirza Mehdy Ispahani.
¥ T TRt *

4. Various Harbour matters having been discussed, the Secretary was directed
to prepare, and circulate, a draft letter to Government, submitting for favouraible con-
sideration, ‘the views of the Trustees as placed before the Hon’ble Mr. Bliss, to whom
Mr. Scott proposed and Mr. Shaw seconded a vote of thanks for his presence.

(‘arried unanimously.
& # *

True Extract.
' C. PINSENT,

Secrelary,
Havrbour Trust Board.

I f the Harbour of
f Proceedings of the Trustees o
EXt;/?:(;rZs at a Meeting held at the Offices of the Board on

Friday, the 4th day of December 1896.
*
*

#*

5 Read draft letter to the Secretary to Government, Marine Department,

submitting the views ofvthe Trustees regarding Harl?our matters.
Read minutes by Trustees.
Approved as now amended.
*

" ¥

Extract.
R PINSENT,

Secretary,
Harbour Trust Board.
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