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ST

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE
(REVENUE SETTLEMENT, LAND RECORDS AND AGRICULTURE).

Reap—the following letter from C. J. WEIR, Esq., Collector of Ganjdm, to the
Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director of the
Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated Chatrapur, 20th
December 1896, Dis. No. 1764-Acc. :—

In G.0., No. 633, Revenue, dated 25th July 1889, famine batta was allowed
to cortain Government servants in this district, the reason for the concession being
that the price of rice was then bigher than 12 seers to the rupee, the scarcity rate
then being 11-2. The average price of rice for November 1896 throughout the
distriet was 10-4 seers to the rupee and the prices for the weeks ending 5th, 12th and

19th instant have been 10-4, 10-4 and 105, respectively, and our present scarcity rate
is 10-2 seers to the rupee. :

9. There does not seem to be any prospect of a material fall of the price. I would
therefore recommend that the concession allowed in the Government Order above
quoted be again allowed on the same scale and subject to the same conditions. I may
mention that in the places where most of the Government servants in question draw
and spend their pay, the price of rice has been considerably above the district

average.

Resorurion—dated 5th February 1897, No. 101.

Submitted to Government for orders with reference to article 72 of the Civil
Account Code, Fifth Edition, Volume I, Part I. In G.O, No. 597‘; Revenue, dated
16th July 1889, rice was declared to be the ¢ common staple food” of the people of

the Ganjdm district, with reference to the price of which compensation for dearness
of provisions was to be granted to the

pef‘;‘;’;ee_ G{ove.rnment serxfants expployed in the

October 1896 ... 124  district, The price of rice ruling in the

November . 104  district since October last has been as

December 5 10'3’ noted on the margin and there is no

January 1897 e e wee 10%% ikelihood of the prices falling for some
* Approximate. months to come.

9. In this connection, the Board would invite afctention to the remarks made in its
Proceedings, No. 576, dated 15th August 1892, which to some extent apply this year
also, although the general scarcity and pressure 1n Ganjdm is now probably, so far as
prices are concerned, as great as they were in 1889.

3. In these circumstances, Government servants of the classes referred to in

~ article 72 of the Civil Account Code are entitled to the concession granted therein,

and it should be granted to them, as it has, it is believed, already been granted in

Bengal.
4. The Board would, however, take this opportunity of inviting the attention of

Government to the anomalous results which follow the ap lication of the rule in
question. In Ganjim, a rise of 42 per cent. over the normal price of the common
staple food-grain—rice— adopted for that district entitles Government servants to
famine batta whilst in the adjoining district of Vizagapatam, it would require a rise
of 133 per cent. in the price of ragi—the staple adopted for that district—before the
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concession may be granted, while in the Decean districts, no claim to such concession
will be established until the prices of the staple for these distriets—cholam—is 150
per cent. dearer than usual, and by the application of the Government of India rule,
famine batta will be granted in Ganjim some months at loast before any relief works
are opened there, whereas in Bellary, where there are

already over 20,000 persons
in receipt of State relief, the time may never come this
concession.

year for the application of the
This does not appear to the Board to be in aceordance with the principles
laid down by the Government of India in 1889—oide G.0., No. 597, Revenue, dated
16th July 1889.
5. In view of these considerations, the Board considers that it would be a far
better gauge of general scarcity and pre

ssure to adopt definite percentage increases
over normal prices rather than the present arbitrary fixed price for all grains,

(True Copy and Extract,)

(Signed)  R. V. SRINIVASIAR,

Seoretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,
»  Collector of Ganjhm,

Exd. A. T. Eceloston,
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Proceedings, 5th Feb. 1897, No. 101,
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robably very severe distress has set in.
equalities in the working of the rules by
by article 72 of the Civil Account Code, b

compensation where it 18 permissible un

there is undoubted distress though the staple-grain has not rise

per rupee.
3. Second sort rice is the staple

this grain has been for months past highe

Seers

Months. per Re.
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December o A
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January s 3
February (average of the first 3 weeks) 100
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The Government has till now avoided in-
the exercise of the discretion vested in it
ut this discretion only enables it to withhold
Jor the rules, and not to grant it in cases where

n in price above 12 seers

-grain adopted for Ganjam, and as the price of

» than 12 seers per Tupee, and has now
risen beyond the scarcity rate of 10-2
seers, orders have been issued directing
the grant of famine batta to Government
employés in the district. As yet, how-
ever, only test-works have been opened in
the district on which about 1,629 per-
gons are employed, and the distress,

ag in the Deccan districts where regular relief-works
and where over 0,000 persons are in receipt of

State relief. Government servants in
these districts in receipt of gmall salaries
are certainly in greater need of help from
Government than those in Ganjdm, but
as the staple-grain of these districts, viz.,
cholam, is still cheaper than 12 seers per
rupee they are not entitled to any conces-
gion under the rules. This 18 an un-

rules which the local Government cannot

¢ of Tndia in framing the rules being to mitigate
high prices in times of general searcity and
the Governor in Council for the reasons set
e increases OvVer pormal prices are a fairer and

fixed price for all grains and places

surer gauge of such scarcity and pressure than a ;

alike. The warning and soarcity rates adopte
d I am to suggest that the same principle may

f the Civil Account Code.

the principle of percentag® increases, an
also be adopted in article 72 0

d for the various districts are based on

1 have the honour to be,

Exd. A F. Eeolestons

26 Copies.

Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) G. STOKES,
Ag. Secretary to (rovernment
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APPENDIX.

- Madras |
Chingleput
North Arcot

Tanjore
Nilgiris
Balem ..
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