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Reap—the following papers :(—

From Commander H. A. STREET, R.ILM., Presi

to the Secretary to (overnment, Marine Depar
1896, No. 417 G.

I have the honour to acquaint you, for the informatio
Executive Engineer, Buckingham Canal division, has charge?if f ﬁzg,f;l;“ fe n)t, Ehat thf)’
per annum on the ‘top-boat” maintained for the use of the Arme 'hODQ; % hRB' 12
establishment and sanctioned in G.O., No. 447, Marine, dated 281;th-) o nlbg thouse
On his being asked why a boat maintained in the interests of Govern s 18?3'
should have been charged a license fee, he forwarded a copy of the Névirge?'t service
(herewith submitted for perusal and return). It was pointed out to thgaElon rales
Engineer that, as rule 10 thereof which regulates the license foo of Rs ;g(mtlve
reference to vessels which are ¢ private property,” it cannot he held t, L
Government boats. In reply, that officer states (vide his lotter, dated 2nd OI)aPPIY to
1896, No. 1972, copy enclosed) that rule 10 referred to cannot éxerﬁpt ;he A ?Oember
Lighthouse boat as it simply draws a distinction between hoats licensed 1 thl s
for their own private use and boats licensed for the conveyance of passen yerse ow‘ners
for hire. In my opinion, boats maintained for Government serviee s;ghoulgr cargo
subject to payment of license fees in the same way as boats Bok g

: maintai e
purposes, and 1 beg the orders of Government in the matter, ntained for port

dency Port Officer, Madras
tment, dated 18th l,)ecembex,'

ENcLOSURE.

From Captain J. LALOR, Officiating Executive Engineer, Buckingham Canal Djyic:
Presidency Port Officer, Madras, dated Egmore, 2n’d December 1846, ai\{o, ?’91;120_11’ to the

In reply to your letter, No. 204 P.W., dated 26th November 1896, I have the honour t
refer you to rule 1 of the Navigation rules, from which it will be seen that all boats withx;m?;
exception are liable to license or toll fees. Rnle 10 quoted by you cannot be acted upon by me
as an authority for exemption of Government hoats as it simply draws a distinction bet)v’veen
boats licensed by the owners for their own private use and boats licensed for the conveyance of
passengers or cargo for hire. If you still think that the boat at the Armeghon Lighthouse
should be exempted from the payment of the usual fees, you might refer the matter to Government,

Boats belonging to Government in the Salt and Forest departments pay all license and tol] fees
and are not exempted.

Endorsement of the Secretary to Government, Marine Department, dated 9th J anuary 1897
No. 13 E. ’

From the Joint Secretary to Government, Irrigation Branch, to the Presidency
Port Officer, dated 20th January 1897, No. 39 M.

With reference to your letter, No. 407 G., dated 18th December 1896, to the
Secretary to Government, Marine Department, transferred to me for disposal, I have
the honour.to inform you that I eonsider the registration fee of Rs. 12 was correctly

* P.8—The rules will be published in the iharged la_(,} (%or‘dlln ,g *t() Fhe rulgs lg f()lc}(:,.

Gazette prior to being brought into force, 25 DEW drd brules* are about 10 bo pube

lished, I would suggest that you should

see them and consider their bearing on the interests of your department before making
any propesals for exemption,
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i t Officer, Madras, to
.STREET R.I.M., Presidency Por er, :
Frorihgoa?e?n%igii{éeefor Irrigati’on, date’d 5th February 1897, No. 17 P.W.

have the
No. 39 M., dated 29th January 1897, I

i referencet ;anmozlt‘illlef)tfer(;pinion that ,no charge should ]oe made for the boat
v du; stta],[;cg %lahthouse at Armeghon as it 18 not used for private purposes and 18
attached to 8

maintained from Port funds.

S

97.

9 1., dated 1st March 18 30
r—No. 212 L., cason to exempt the top-boat ma,m@amcd for thej use of
blishment from paying fees for using the Buckingham

ORDE

The Government sees no I
the Armeghon Lighthouse esta

Canal. (True Extract.)

(Signed)  W. HUGHES,

Joint Secy. to Government,
Irrigation Branch.

1o Superintending Engineer, IT Circle.
! D Pligsidency Port Officer, Madras.
Chief Engineer for Irrigation.
Examiner, Public Works Accounts.

Marine Department.

”
»

Exd. T. K. Narayana Aiyangar.

ey ————— i ———-
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Correspondence and Proceedings of a Court of Enquiry held under Section 7 of the
Indian Merchant Shipping Act, 1883, to investigate the cause of the foundering
of the British Barque “ Colonel Fytche” on the 29th July 1896, at South Point
off Nancowry while in charge of her master, S. Puckeer Malim.,

From Commander F. M. BArRwick, R.I.M., Officiating Port Officer, Rangoon, to the Secret i
Commissioner, Burma,--No. 3076-14W. & C., dated the 29%h Septemberelcggéé.wy b Rl

I HAVE the honour to enclose for the information of the Chief Commis-
sioner copy of a report received from the Nacoda of the British Barque Colonel
Fytche, concerning the foundering of that vessel on the 29th July last, and would
recommend that an enquiry under Act V of 1883 may be held as early as possi-
ble.

The Nacoda, Malims, and crew arrived in Rangoon in the nati
Shawool Hameed. s native barque

From S. PUcCKEER MAL1M, Master of the late barque Colonel Fytche, to the P rt g
the 28th September 189J6,. 2D, Rangoon-dated

I HAVE the honour to report that the British Barque Colonel F :
. y 7 ytche of Negapatam
under my command, 398 tons, registered, belonging to one A, B. M : :
Maricar, of Nagore. gt ! ging lahomed Ibrahim Sahib
The said vessel cleared at the Negapatam Customs on the 23rd Jul :
i : : ; y 1806, loaded with
piece-goods, ballast, and 100 bags jrice and sailed on tl ;
cocoaguts for Rangé)on. {3 n the same day for NlAcobar to load
On the 29th July at 6 A.m., found the said vessel was leaking badl d
While proceed.mg th.e ship foundered at South point off Nancowry at about 11 A.M t]]f"
2gth July, and immediately all hands were put in lifeboats. The hull of the vessel w;).s's,unl{ :

{ and every article lost on board, the vessel with it, and we reached another vessel named

Shawool Hameed at 5 p.M., the same day. All the crew, o

’ f:ﬁ i
yesterday by the SZawool Hameed. »—-(—:-?I—S-ng—d~m_s_..e]-f»»A_.afEELV_‘iq,hfmll'?—*

From the Officiating Secretary to the Chief Commissioner Burma, to the Distri i
L ? . > ’ 7] strict
Town,—No. 867-15.—28, dated the 3oth September 189&” e

I AM directed to forward a copy of letter No. 2076-1 W.
29th Septetpber 1896, and enclosure, from the Port 30f7’ﬁce: Ralifgocoll; ci‘itgea(i'dlicr}l]:
the foundering of the British Barque Colonel Fytche from Negapatam c;n the 2912})1
JMul\; 1896 at South point off Nancowry whilé in charge of her master, S. Puckeer

alim.

2. Under the provisions of section 7 of the Indian Merchant Shippi
V of 1883, the Chief Commissioner appoints a Special Court to inveslzipolgtgeAtﬁté
cause of the vessel's loss. The Court will consist of yourself as President with
a merchant and two masters of vessels in port (to be nominated by you in com-
munication with the Port Officer, Rangoon) as members,.

3. The Port Officer, Rangoon, will be instructed to be present and to give
the Court all the assistance necessary. ¥

4. Your attention is invited to the rules published in Financi '
Notification No. 50, dated the 5th October 1882. itk

Rangoon

Endorsement by the Officiating Secretary to the Chief Commissi B — -1S,—
ol Wl oner, Burma,—No, 868-1S.—28, dated the
Cory of the above forwarded to the Port Officer, Rangoon, with reference
to his letter No. 3076-14W. & C., dated the 29th September 1896, with the re.-

quest’ that he will be present at the enquiry and give the Court all the assistance
necessary.

From Harry L. Tiiry, Esq., District Magistrate, Rangoon Town, to' the Secretary t i i
sioner, Burma,—No. 769-128M., dated the 2nd OctobgirfSaQrG)f e Chist Lie:
WITH reference to your Commerce Department letter No, 867-1S.—28
. 3 ’
dated the goth September 1896, I have the honour to nominate the following
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gentlemen to sit as members in the Court of Enquiry in question and to request
ues

ou will be good enough t : o
iamely ey g ugh to move the Chief Commissioner to appoint them,

(1) Captain Burnett, S.S. Shropshi
(2) Captain Erskine, S.S. V. artgge::f'
(3) Mr. Wegener, Merchant.

From the Officiating Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, Burma, to the

Town,—No. 34-15.—28, dated the 3rd October 18[;6iStrict Magistrate, Rangoon

IN reply to your letter No. 769-128M., dated
directed to say that, under section 7 of the ’lndaiaen l\t/;]:r(?’l?:ntoscﬁ?be? 18!9\6, [ am
1883, the Chief Commissioner 'appoints the undermentioned 'gglt?g ct, V of
members of the Court of Enguiry to be held rogarding the foundering of the
ritis rque Co ;
TR At onel Fytche at South point off Nancowry on the 29th July

(1) Captain Burnett, S.S. Shropshire.
(2) Captain Erskine, S.S. Vortigern.,
(3) Mr. Wegener, Merchant,

From Harry L. T1LLy, Esq., District Magistrate, Rangoon Tow s
sion’er, Burma,—No. 782-5, dated the 6thn,()tgt;}ll:rsfgtg-e6t,ary to the Chief Commis-

WITH reference to your Commerce Department letter N i
the goth ultimo, 1 have the honour to submit for orders o?.t8116e7(‘:hsiéf—%8’ dated
sioner, the proceedings in Criminal Miscellaneous No. 128 of 1896 relativeoznmt‘}?-
enquiry into the foundering of the British Barque Colonel Fytche. whi

IN THE COURT OF THE DISTRICT MAGISTRATE, RANGOON TOWN DISTRICT

—

CRIMINAL MISCELLANEOUS NO. 128 OF 1896.

_—

Dated Rangoon, the 5th October 1896.

Proceedings of a Special Court of Enguiry assembled by order of the Chief C e

sioner, Burma, unde_r section 7 of the Indian Merchant Shzlﬁpz:gg Act, I/‘u:;]_t/ Iggfgm:;-
garding the foundering of the British Barque‘‘ Colonel Fytche” from Nempatm;z on
the 29th Fuly 1896, at South point vff Nancowry. o ‘

PRESENT.

(1) Harry L. Tilly, Esq., District Magistrate, President.
(2) Captain Burnett, Master, S.S, Shropshire,

(3) Captain Erskine, Master, S.S. Vortigern, oMembers.
(4) Mr. F. Wegener, Merchant,

READ==

Letter and its enclosures from the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, B istri
Magistrate, Rangoon Town,—No. 867-1S.—28, ‘dated the 3oth Seﬁte%lll;:'aistg%.the o<y

TuE Court now proceeds to hear the evidence. 4

Deposition of S. Puckeer Malim, age 45, 1st witness, race Chulia 07 g
salman,ﬁ father's name, Shaib Allabe, resident of Nagur,’occupatz'onlj\[;féo’c;’izlzf}ogaﬂfuzfe
« Colonel Fytche,” affirms.—1 have a certificate which I left at home, but I have tgle-
graphed for it. It was given me by the Master-Attendant at Madras.in 1882. The
Colonel Fytche was 31 years old and the register was left in the ship. We left Nagur at
5 A.M. on 24th July and sailed to the Nicobars. We steered straight across with a south-west
wind. Our course was south-east, It is not a straight course, but we had to steer that
course because of the wind. On the 25that g A.M. we had bad weather. We had the two
lower topsails on the ship. She did not make water then, but we usually pumped her out
twice a day. On the 2gth she began to make water badly. The weather was not so bad as
it was before. The wind was half as strong as it was before. I do not know why we made
so much water then, It was in the fore part of the ship. I went to see, but could not find

the exact place. The water came in at the cut-water. We sighted Nicobar Island at :

1 AM. on the 3oth July. It was clear weather and we sighted the island when about 5 or

=)

: : ndered at about 1T AM. 0N the 29th. We had sighted the Island
6.} mllqs t?tﬁb leie Sh\]]&‘l)efogl;t into the boats and about a quarter of an hour afterwards she
:v]:ntni’l%)wn ; Wé were picked up by the Shawool Hameed, a barque, at 5 P.M. on that day.

at anchor taking in a cargo of cocoanuts at a place called
The Shawool Hambeain les from Nancowry. When we left the Colonel Fytche

it N
Kachal which Ls att)}c]):: 362;;_0 r\]Nhen we left the ship Kachal was north-west of us. Du-
we could §eﬁttlehgd sailed round the Island of Kachal. I did not run the vessel ashore
{)mg the nllg of ;vas heavy and the shore rocky and the ship would have gone to pieces.
EDAUBE SUE Suh th July we were in latitude 7° 40’ and longitude g1° 30”. I tried to
At 6 A.M. on tie 29 X ind was against me. [ was at the north point of Kachal

run ashore at Kachal, t'>ut the w 1 s
at 5 A.M. There was tide, not very strong. No lives were lost,

By Court —1 tried to stop the leak by stuffing rice and tar from the inside.

Read and acknowledged correct: HARrRY L. TILLY,
District Magistrate.

b . " aoe 27, 2nd witness, race Chuliah, religion Mussal-
Deposition off'g:;;ii %Zf;emr: ﬁsz'dz”nt of Nagur, occupation Mate, affirms.—This
man, father's nam’f‘he ! eesel began to leak on the 25th and the pump was broken. We
is my certificate. - working order, but we could not stop the water from gaining on
mepded it and it v&ilqs lon gk 2g:t,h July at about 11 A.M. About a quarter of an hour after
us. Wc? left the s I[t> he sank. We tried to save the vessel but could not find the exact
wle gOtf]{)tok;.zz 233 ;St “ice and tar. 1 was not ordered to run her ashore, but the wind
place of lea
was against us.
Rgead and acknowledged correct Harry L. TiLLY,
el e District Magisirate.
5 cto gt i e
OPINION.

) P da S. Puckeer Malim did all in his power to save his
Tue Court is of 0PI na Nacgss of the Colonel Fytche which had been owned by

vessel and was not to blame for the |

natives for 25 years. HarRry L. TILLY,
SR . District Magistrate.
The 5th October 1699 F. WEGENER,
; E. W. BURNETT, o Members.
A. ERSKINE,
RSN

to the Chief Commissioner, Burma, to the District Magistrate, Rangoon

From the Officiating Secr§l§3~fy No. 642-15.—28, dated the 1gth October 1896.

own,— :
‘ ledwe the receipt of ;your letter No. 782-5, dated the
[ A directed 10 aCk?t?rvlvge tf%: proceedir?g_s of the Special Court of Enquiry

6th October. 1896, submi ¢ the foundering. of the British Barque Colonel
held 1o invt?ftlgg att}? }Efyc?g(;% gt South point:off Nancowry, and to say that the
g’ ; c{zfé’: g?nmigsi <)9ner concurs in the finding of the Clourt that the master, S. Puckeer
hie
; for the loss of the vessel.
Mahr:, W%?]:(:)tritgoinb;f 2201?5 of the case will be returned later on,

G, B. C. P. 0.—No. 6996, B S 13-11-96—50-
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