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GOVERNMENT OF MADR A8

REVENUER DEPARTMENT

\\

RFAD_again G.0., Mis. No. 2911, Revenue
3

ated 20th July 195
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2. The procedure would be, for the Trustees to build substantial and secure
Bt .into which the Traffic Department would receive general cargo, as landed, and
t’ eceipts to the agents of steamers. A landing acecount Wou]d then be furnished
SIADL 10005 and the Board would be responsible that no package

llector of Sea Customs :
:(V)azh;egge:ed, except upon a pa:ss order from the Collector or his Deputy.

the expiration of four months from the date of entry of any vessel, any
oodsg 'thlejrll) Oﬁemainin% uncleared for home consumption, would be made over to the
Collector of Sea Customs under section 88 of the Sea Customs Act.

4. The sheds built by the Board would have to be declared part of the Sea

Custom-house under section 11. ; : .
5. The Board would also have to provide warehouses, for storing goods under

; biect to the rules relating to goods in a warehouse, as provided in the
gz(:lgis%gx’n:ltait, and would generally have to conform to all provisions of that Act.

ExcLosurEs.

dinos of the Trustees of the Harbouor of Madras at a meeting held at the
Rxamaos st Pm(;eﬁ(]?cé:r;)f the Board on Friday, the 6th day of Septex’uber 1895.

* ¥ - Wy i
9. Read Endorsement No. 2022, dated 30th Aungust, Current No. 671, from the Chief °
Secret.ary to Government forwarding in reference to paragraph 3 of G.O., No. 190, Marine,

letter from the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce, dated 24th idem, regarding the trans-
fer of the custody of goods landed at this port, from the Collector of Sea Customs to the Har-

bour Trust Board.

Read printed draft letter addressed to the Chief Secretary to Government, No. 2275, re-

ti directed.
porURgs Approved.

* * * g %

Endorsement No. 2220,
Referred to the Revenue Department for favour of early remarks.

(OOTACAMUND, . (Signed) J. F. PRICE,
20th September 1895. Chief Becretary.

Order—No. 1530-R., dated 24th September 1895.
Referred to the Board of Revenue, in continuation of G.0O., No. 2911, dated 20th

205 1 ) arks.
Wl 1500, Tor eariy «erl (Signed)  E. GIBSON,

Secretary to Government.

Reap—again the following G.0., Mis. No.154, Revenue, dated 15th January1896 :—

- - o Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Separate Revenue), Mis,
Read—the following 000t oS tated 5th November 1695:— -

AEFEA : o Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Separate Revenue)
Read—again the folloFie V817, dated 9th October 1895 :— :

— ino letter from the Collector of .S;aa Customs, Madras, to the Secre-

Resg th:ai(;}]&wtll?g Cimmissiuner-of Salt, Abkdri and Separate Revenue, dated 20th
September 1895, No. 4493-G. :—

With reference to Board’s enquiry in Resolution, Mis. No. 3192, dated 29th
July 1895, 1 have the honour to state that the new Public -warehouse, the comple-
tion of which has been stopped, is conveniently situated for Customs purposes and -
if it is decided to abandon it, for reasons mentioned in paragraphs 12 and 13 of the
committee’s report, there is no other alternative but to continue the present system of

; ivate wagebouses, under section 16 of the Customs Act, until another site °
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equally advantageous is ayai]able. This matter may, however, be settled after the
Harbour Trustees have decided what to do and probably their plans will show the
way to a new bonded warehouse, if necessary.

2. With referenca to paragraph 15 of the report, there is no objection to our
adopting the Calcutta and Bombay system of receiving, handling and delivering
ol | e bEAY I8 Y ' . » .
cargo, through the Harbour Trust Board. It}ﬂfa;‘,}t tthef (ﬁﬂcut-dta ]fractlce 1s identical
: with that followed here a :

Vide paragraph 14 of letter from Sm‘-r"hu‘_v, Rombay Port to the corresponde ll.d ) 1eferenge
Trast, to the Secrefary, Harbour '1r}l811 )lhml'd», Madras, } ‘th tp B nf)e Iloted m the margln
No. 987, dated 22u0d March 1803, printed on page 6 as  SNHOWS al In bomba 8
u[;;)cndix to. committee's report. Vuzfr latter portlun_‘of on th ‘ hart ¢ y -aLO gOOdS landed

agraph 2 of report accompanying ombay De L Into
s g . o ing Bombay Sea ON the wharf are received into the Port
Oustoms Collector's letter, No. 11868-C., dated 21st Tryust sheds‘ bllt when a Bh]'p diSCh&]‘ges
rust 1895, : 1 2 = ¥
Augus ; into lighters in midstream under cover of
boat notes, a proper tally 1s taken of the cargo by the Customs preventive staff before
. 5 J \ o WeTiem g

the goods are passed into the custody of the Trustees. This isin accordance with

section 76 of the Customs Act.

3. There was a doubt felt at first as to whether the existing establishment
engaged in the operations of gauging, testing, bonding and examining i
would be sufficient to carry on the work independently in sheds apart from the office
without adequate supervision. At present our establishment consists of a su er
* visor on Rs. 175 plus Rs. 25 carriage allowance to carry on work in fourteen )riI')' ‘t.

warehouses in Town and on the Mount Road, in addition to attending to M@Sers ]\3.1 (:
and Company’s petroleum store occasionally and conducting the tedious Oper;lti:s
of receiving and passing thousands of cases of kerosine oil from two w ns
Rayapuram. The only assistance given him to do all this and to gau
gample liquor in the Customs House sheds is a cooper on Rs. 15 and

Rs. 20.
4. T append in the margin a statement showing separatel

ported liquors

arehouses in
ge, test and
a gauger on

y the duty derived
o . L3raays) —— from liquors at the

Gross amonnt of duty collected. Cost of It’clrcer{’mze Ports of Caleu :
establish. |©F €stablish- BOmba &
Ports ment per ment to Lbay an Madrag
1890-91. | 1891-92. \ 1892-98. ‘ Total. mensem. t°*v*;1i(fg>llsc- during the years
" 1800-91— 189593
- 3
0.750 | 9,5%700 6,08,076 | 20,41,544 "85 e lw lt}-l the cost of col-
d . «| 10,20, 2y 100 ;00,14 - L 235 <024 )
e, 1 1612180 | 16,00,443 | 16,76,054 | 48,88,627 * 7 ection at Madras ag
Bombay .| 17,68,164 | 17,52,508 | 17,91,185 | 63,11,047 1,617 ‘on  that compared with

S __ Bombay.s
® Vide Bombay Coilector's letter, No. 123 40-C., dated 31st August 1895, and enclosures, 5. The Couector

able to give me the cost of establishment employed exclusively fﬁ g%:‘ll;‘ll;ta t:: t.not;
bonding and examining imported liquors, as the work is taken up at that %’rt bs ing,
of the appraisers—vide his letter, No. 4909, dated 4th September 1895 I‘?[n thy one
position statement, dz}ted 10th January 1895, for an increase of estabiishmente %)ro-
appraisers were provided for and as we have now got that number R, our
utilise the services of one of them at a time as they do in Calcutts until 1 Propose to

necessity for an increased staff to deal specially with spirits. can see the

ErcLosures.

From F. H. B. SKRINE, Esq., Officiating Collector of Customs,

C
Sea Customs, Madras, dated 4th S8eptember 1895, alcutta, ¢

No. 490D, the Collector of

Referring to the enquiry contained in your telegram of the 29tk u

to state that it is not possible to furnish any statement of the eslt,t:l?ﬁéhl have the honour
employed in the ganging, testing, bonding and examining of imported i ment exclusiyel

are dealt with generally as other importations by the entire gtaff. Ors as these goods
2. The ganging and testing work is taken up in turn week

ken up in turn weekly _
the work of ascertaining the strength of spirits by distillation is{)ng g‘,ﬁzﬁ(g:gg t‘;PPrﬁlsers, bt

<

s
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Clady

: ts similarly not employed for liquors especially, but attends to all
3 3 The b%?g;:g:}ﬁz?h: osfmiiquo{s, hardvgarz, salt, etqc., and is supervised by an officer
oondl.n g 3%?:;,1; to ’these functions, is accountant of the establishment.
who, in S der these circumstances I have mentioned, I fear tha:t angf‘ attempt to enter into
detai‘r; of!:;he cost of establishment for your guidance would be misleading.

M. PBELL, Esq., I.C.S., c.1.E., Collector of Land Revenue, Cugtoms and Opium,
Frgﬁg(; golggtg of Sea ’Cu:goms, Madras, :iated Bomba;,“\ 31st August 1895, C. No. 12340.

With reference to your telegram of the 29@ instant, I have the honour to forward a state-
ment showing the details of establishment therein asked for.

Gauging Department.

RS,
1 head ganger ... ggg
1 2nd Y] e e e ee e er ) 2‘)5
| 3rd ") .ee s aee ven s ees ovs 130
1 4th 5 et
1 5th 3 10-0
1 6th i w0
RThive) 55, 5 owr soay DsenigARe amtral e B2
1 8th : ,,] k,.. oo 2o i
1 gauger's cler en
1 laboratory attendant ... el we 830—50
1 do.  hawal Eoe 19
6 peons at Rs. 93 each ... kit 67
17 Total ... 1,567
2 Bonding Department.
RS.
" —l. clerk ... = vie See hs -5_0 o
18 Total ... 1,617

e

J. M. CAMPBELL, Esq., I.C.8,, c.L.E., Collector of Land Revenue, Customs and Opiinm,
Frf?:l the Collector of Sea Custox’ns, Madras, dated Bombay, 21st August 1895, C. No. 11868.

‘th reference to your letter, No. 3612-G., dated the 8th .instant, I have thq honom: to
iorw;?',(;. a c;;; t;)f the repyort No. 871 of the 16th idem, of the Superintendent, Preventive Service,

which gives the information required by you.

Bsq.. Superintendent, "Preventive Service, to the Acting Collector of Sea
S WALSg&stm, Modras, dated 16th and 17¢h August 1895, No. 871.

o the letter from the Collector of Customs, Madras, the Superintendent begs
to s%ntﬁm: °irt§lposition of Customs dnty has made mo change as to the hnddmg,tstorag?,
custody and delivery of goods, either free or foreign, so far as _the pu(sitoms ?ipar é:nes:t is
concerned. Every thing conmected with the landing and importing 1s 011116 1;1111 er Customs
supervision, so far that the Preventive de_partgment of the Custom House see & at ct;;go mani-
fested is accounted for. When a vessel is d'1schm'ged no matter where she is from, Preventive
officers check the manifest and send the import department a statement of shortages and
excesses. The import department then calls on th«? agents of the steame; to account for_the
shortages and enter the excesses on the ships’ manifest, if there are any, for it is responsible
that every item on the manifest is properly cl.eared. Beyond this a Government department
bas nothing to do with a ship’s cargo, it is manipulated by the consignee or his muccadum. See
section 196 of the Bea Customs Act. . .

9. At the docks, the port trust lands, stores and (}elivem cargo, with the gxceptlon of
specie and jewellery, which are taken delivery of by consignees direct from the ships. Goods

“ in the sheds are in the charge of the trust alone, there is no such thing as joint custody here or

. 4 - o

here. 'The delivery is only made on the importer producing an out-of-charge ” note,
:Lsa?tv?se:: say, out of CnsZoms charge. The out-of-charge note is only given when the Assistant
Collector in charge of the docks is satisfied that the goods have been examined either actnally
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or by invoice. In the docks in cases where o ;

out; overzi;ile for soxfne bufude_r, or for transhi argo mpggt dischar o hl

notes. cargo from foreign ports landed gt ventive off quay but i

i ing i sam 18 talli i b : cers tally ; 18 put

il;z?ili]:x;gls:]t%r;n ;h:nztx:uﬁ] :ls ta}hed by Customs Oﬁicsp:milous Wharves 0? Efu:)bdand grant bOI;t_

mucca‘(it;m. '%lle Custo;ng o{ﬁgér&“- such eargo is dong b‘;, atied on board fop thaters from g gl

Customs limits without 1 8 confine themselyeg 0 seei ® vessel’s agent Purpose, ‘The

nits complete import document b emg that the y Or the consignee’

must be covered. S by which feq X 0(;) 8donot pagg pe 3
. i 00dg a8 w '.')"011

times‘;3 'mggge!c‘):::tltzn 3130 szzzfoglgﬁt(()):]]f o pall i i dutmb]e’

custody of them and sees to th A2 ector, and ‘i g X Y Specie ang ;

yustody of } sees to the delivery, By thi SUCh - cages the & Jewellep e

falls, the Superintendent thinks, within the ; 1S 18 such g ity Lu}?ermt@ndént hSeme.

taken charge of under section 88 are likewise 1. 1estion from the () e Siness th o 288 the

i3 ector

¢t goods, pring

: : 178}
cases the Superintendent t . /158 10 our oq scarcel
perintendent thinks the enquiry i e stody ag unclaimeq ras. @ 3
» but thege 00dy
—_— AT€ nob the

Resolution—Mis. No. 4317, dated 9th October 1895
The Collector’s remarks in pa .
He is r_equestcd to state deﬁnitcl)? ﬁﬁ:ﬁsb n1 b letter ro
house is at present available. il Suitable éit i
e
(True Copies ang Extract
(Signed) :
To the Collector of Sea Customs, Madras,

)

A.
KISTNASAMI IYENG
Ag. Assistant g,

2 ——— creta’l'y_
Read—also the following letter from the Coll
Secretary to the Commissioner of sector of Sea (1
dated 21st October 1895, No alt, Abkg Ustomg, Mady

- 4979.¢ .7 1 ang SeParate ai'{’ to the

In answer to Board’s en

quiry in R ; eV,
1895, I hgve the honour to state that ne 2?;?11:%“.’ 18, No, 43 s
is at present available, ' Sultable gieq f %, dateq 9t
e o s ot 8 Oty
Read—also the following letter from Bhaws

the Secretary to the Commigsithe Colleetol- o

A oner of f Seq
dateq 21st October 1895, No. 4980-G - ﬁalt, Abkgy ag:llss ms, Modr,
In returning the papers * referred for report upgq i V:;lut:
G.0., No. 1530-R, dated 24th § b er Boapa» ,
1895, and enclosures.a p B September 30 86’ dateq 8 hl:d S Py Oteq

3 1 g he >
Harbour Trust Board, in additi Proposa] fol s V6 the
September. : on to thoge 8 now i

2. The procedure proposed to },

y e ado te
oy it s v, DopaTimen o by
nndeg' clauseyl7, section r6700%diu5tment of duty otr(x) Untaip itsIl nay gene
to arbitrate, in cases of dispute, b::WZ:IIII of 878, 8111(1111::112}? or shOOV;tnlin -ngtllzy be

2 s s *0Ount
g);tr%;lgh%ﬁgrxg;iﬁfaﬁ? (;nmblhty and fae{f,ﬁ?;:’ Mercp, antge E(*lleetor hg:(}rpac
Harbotr Trist Board" The Bogq 15:25‘}{38 account b 3bosal ffdclal.‘e Happ, L ichtly
by it according to custom also €Pendengy, " 2108, it |
chtoms oﬁiciailgs will have ;re:cﬁgzg ?.t As l‘egagg: tsu AcCount Ly;, :llth,at kls :
ment, examination, &c., of goods, in or(()igll Parts of thgernsion’ it iear
Tariff, Merchandise Marks, and othep .. fo caryy out ¢ eds for 8 Presup, d
the joint locks of the Custom Hoy enactm the Provig; Purpg €d that

)
made by the Harbour Trust Boar,

- n
* Qated « L
th'e. Chairma % ZUth

enty roy B
8¢ and y and 1810y of weid
d in ¢ 2 the Harb that the " 8 of the €lgh.

House or the authority of passes issueq b Presence of th J"ﬂSt Bogy 08 Wil esmmg,
accommodation will, it is understooq e

located in the sheds. If these details ape i %P
ITan

y be acceptefe

geems to me that the proposals ma

4
1
i
:
i
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Resolution—Mis. No. 4676, dated 5th November 1895.

: overnment with reference to G.0., Mis. No. 2911, Revenue, dated
20th%$;11{?§5,toal?d R. No. 153¢, Revenue, dated 24th September 1899.

9. With reference to paragraphs 12 and 13 of t-h_e Harb'our Improvement Com-
mittee;s report, the Collector reports that no otl"ler guitable site for the pul;lhe ware-
house is at present available. The Chairman of the Earbour Trusjc Board has, how-
ever, in his letter to Government, undertaken to provide warehouses.

3. With reference to paragraph 15 of the report, the Board of Revenue supports
the recommendation of the committee to adopt a pro?edure similar to that in force in
Bombay. The report forwarded by the Collector of Customs, Bombay, v‘v1th his lettSer,
dated 21st August 1895, forming an enclosure to the ‘}etfer of the Collector of Sea
Customs, Madras, dated 20th September 1895, No. 4493-G., makes the matter clear.

(True Copies and Extract.)
(Signed) EDMUND MILLETT,

Assistant Secretary.

Government, Revenue Department,

to
s Doorqiery with Government Register No. 1070 and enclosures (returned).

Copy to the Collector of Sea Customs, Madras.

No. 154, Revenue, dated 15th January 1896.

-om the correspondence submitted to Government with Board’s Pro-
1&,2?%?;8 IleoO.Iil56, dat.edplzlth October 1898, that the three local firms repre-
cee(t} % tih;, owners of the regular liners are unwilling to land cargo under section 85
S?nﬂ;];bsea Customs Act in their capacity as ships’ agents, or, as suggested by Govern-
i t in G.0., Mis. No. 4824, dated 4th November 1892, to employ the Harbour Trust
]ﬁl(e):rd a8 thei,r agents for landing. It follows, therefore, that the procedure 1 force
at the docks in Bombay cannot be adopted in Madras as the Harbour Trust Board
can only take charge of goods landed under section 85.
9. 1t was this difficulty that led Government to reject a similar proposal made by
the Cﬁambel‘ of Commerce in 1892 (vide papers printed in G.O., No. 201, dated 28th
broary 1893), and the Board of Revenue 18 requested to state how it proposes to
(E)‘:ercome the difficulty now and whether the firms concerned are now willing to land

ds under section quoted.
00 ; The question of completing the Government Warchouse would seem to depend

upon the answer to this inquiry.

Order—Mis.

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  E. GIBSON,
Secretary to Government.
To the Board of Revenue (Separate Revenue).

Reap—again the following G.0., Mis. No. 3268, Revenue, dated 14th August 1896 :—

.o Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Separate Revenue), Mis.
Read—the following TEC %0 0o dated 26th June 1896 :—

.o lotter from the Collector of Sea Customs, Madras, to the Secre-
Read——th?afr(;}lf();v 3113 }?ou?:nissioner of Salt, Abkéri and Separate Revenue, dated 27th

February 1896, No. 1186-G. :—
5 2 Joard’s Proceedings, Mis. No. 948 * (Separate Revenue), dated
With reference to 1oar ’20th January 1896, I have the honour to
+ Referring to the Collector of Sea Customs, forward herewith, for the information
R e, for reports, 6.0., Mis. No- 134, of the Board and Government, a copy of
(Revenue), dated 15th January Lhids the letters as per margin t from Messrs,
Binny & Co., Arbuthnot & Co. and
Gordon, Woodroffe & Co., who are the
agents of the regular home lines, from

which it will be seen that they are now, a3 in 1892, decidedly opposed to entrusting

+ Dated 10tk 12th and 14th February, respec-
tively.
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their landing to any agency outside their ow
! y agency n control, or to 3 :
the Sea Customs Act in their capacity as shipy’ agents’ ead under seation 86 of

2. The reason for this is obvious, as th

g a ] € arrange ¥

agents to discharge all claims for shortage and damage %1321::6; (b)ulc_l tend to bind the

them (the agents) to recoup themselves as best they can from those {Ili;r:cli(l)rters’ lea\‘/ll)im
Y responsible,

although the goods may have left the ship’s i

difficulty therefore, is for the Harbour Tnfst tﬁili(il ll?;a: t;s e'(l-"hi5 only way out of the
agents, to undertake to meet all claims for damage or shorlz éla]_agreemegt with the
established by the owners of goods in respect of such cargo Onle 1very which may be
good condition at any wharf belonging to the Trust, and ta.keny. ats may be landed in
receipt will, of course, be passed by the Trust to the master of t}l nto their sheds, A
goods as are landed in their original or good condition, while i(f dvessel for all such
will at once be taken to a separate strong room, to be Eu;’Veyedi : damaged packages
bility. Tl.us is briefly what is required, and the Chamb - ?r“ er to fix responsi-
addressed in the matter of arranging details, er of Commerce may be

3. From the replies received, the agent E Ry

between landing un(Il)er the two ,sectionz qls:(;ltZdl?Ot rfli‘ppcar fo appreciate the difference

under section 83, as at present, should not interfe 2ey seem to think that landing

: re wi v
Improvements Committee that the goods so landed mzllt)}l 1‘:}: :tlc))l;‘zﬁo?slsﬁf ;heb IIIal‘bour
store eds be onging

to the Trust, and the Trust be allowed to have the
ment, it will however be observed, is only permissibclgssgtlly Of them.  Thig arrange-
section 85, specially provided for by

—

ExNcrosuges,

From G()RDON, WOODROFFE anp Co., Agents,  Clap > « o -
Lines, to the Collector of Sea Customs, dated Mt’ldrag {1“::? Fand Hamburg Calcutts
By Latn S

b
We have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your N ebroary 1896,

infor REY x o. g g
reply to inform you that so far us we can see the circumstances 7141(3 of 6th instant, ang ;
here now are the same as those existing when we wrot S under which Cargo is land cr]l.
: e

We therefore beg to confirm our letter, dated 20th Dec:mtl())e)]-.o(')’f (';? :he same subject in 1892
at year, .

2. We are, we must confess, at aloss to unde
: rstand
castoms sheds should alter in any way the routine of water m)‘:]?]lli t]he PToposed erection of
obtains in the transport of goods to the existing Custom Housen carniage from whag, presen:]w
o ntly

—

From Messrs. BINNY ano Co., to the Collector of Seq Customs, g
1896, » dated Madras, 10t Februay
Y

We have the honour to acknowledge receipt of \
proposal before‘(}ovemment fo'r the erection ({)f Cus.};g?;sl\;i]‘egi&(}. of 6th inStant, regard;
storage u:ld delivery of all foreign cargo and enquiring whether :}1 the beach fop the ﬁ)c Ing g
Harbour Trust Board as our landing agency, and in reply hoy te are Prepared to A tlaptlou,
1892, when the matter was brought up strongly oppesed 1o ente 0 8ay that we o nop oy tl:je
outside our own direct control and from which we shonlq } rust the landine 3 W, a8 in
despatch of steamers for which we act as agents would be se 1ave 10 guaranteq t, 0y agency:

at ¢ .
2. It is not quite apparent to us under what Rred, he quick
reply (section 85 of Act VIII of 1878) it is pro
necessary authority as the section above referred

to undertake the landing of cargo, nor is the |
Harbour Trust Board. g & y“gh:u]cgh body
'3. In any case the Madras Harbour Trust Board is not authori . el

landing and shipping of cargo, as has been already decideq by the Ze((li by its Act 0
4. Furthermore the Harbour Improvements’ Committee mag vocate-Generg). ks
?h% }ilarbour 'I;..HStS]?’OMg :ﬁou}]d gf"dell'fake such work nor does it agpno reCommendatioy th
18 between section So an e landing being conducted by the H ear Wh&tcon ; at
arbour Tyt B Dection thepe
oard,

pOSed to give
to does not,
ding of ca

the Harboy
appear to empo:vgr:

X st Board tpe
T80 In boats dong b

—_——

From Messrs. ARBUTHNOT axp Co., to the Collecto C
February 1896, r of Bea Ustoms, dateq Madrg, 12
Y 8, 12th

‘We have the honour to acknowledge your letter, No. 712.G

beg to inform you that, for the reasons stated in our letter il dateq 6t

f the 6tp, b instant, anq ;

uot prepared to undertake to land under section 85 of the Seq Customs Acic%llﬂl)fr fl 892’11;2922
. of 1878
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¢ that in order to carry out the suggestions of the H_arbour Trust Bogrd it is
2. We Sugﬁztste:mer agents should agree to land under the section quoted (section 85).
o e g s that the sheds contemplated should be declared to be part of the Cus-

: i :
All t‘]}%’;ﬁ]lsz n:fgg:godation and that the Collector should, if necessary, delegate part of his
:?trol over them to the Chairman of the Harbour Trust Board.

3. Bections 83 and 85 of the Sea Customs Act are altogether different in their scope, and
the Jatter is not suited or applicable to a port like Madras.

Copy of paragraph 4 of the letter from the Chairman, Harbour Trust Board, Madras, dated
9th December 1890, No. 837.
* : % * * +
4. With a view however to the settlement of claims by consignees the following practice

has arisen :—
(a) 1f noted as discharged in bad order the ship pays any claim; (b) If not so noted
but if landed in broken condition an(% 80 xieport%d, tge .lgx]ldng contmciors
; y a1d any package be received by the Harbour Trust Board without any report as
f:};t,sa}?e%n(é)ixslhz? br(,sker{ <I))r repaécked condition,y and is afterwards found to be so, the Harbour
"'rust Board meets the claims for shortage provided the package has not been made over to the
custody of the Sea Customs Department and received as in good order.

when discharged,

Read—again the following Board’s Reference thereon, dated 28rd March 1896, to the
Collector of Sea Customs, Madras.

The course proposed in paragraph 2 of the Collector’s letter would probably
not commend itself to the agents of vessels, as it would not relieve them from respon-
sibility for damage before the Harbour Trust Board takes charge of the goods on the

pier or beach.

9. The landing of the goods under section 85 does not, however, appear to be
indispensably necessary. The present practice is understood to be for landing con-
tractors (as agents of consignees) to land goods on the pier or on the beach, and for
the Harbour Trust Board to remove the goods thence to the Custom House. The
master of the ship is responsible for damage or short delivery up to the time of dis-
charge from the ship, the landing agents from the time of discharge from the ship to
the time of landing on the pier or on the beach, and the Harbour Trust Board up to
delivery in the Customs House—uide paragraph 4 of Harbour Trust Board Chair-
man’s letter in Board’s Proceedings, Mis. No. 3730 (Separate Revenue), dated 19th
Pecember 1890. The Chairman of the Harbour Trust Board has stated that, if the
custody of goods landed be transferred from the Collector to the Harbour Trust Board,
the Trustees would be prepared to accept the responsibility to construct sheds to
receive all goods as landed and to grant receipts to the agents of steamers. A landing
aceount would be furnished to the Collector and the Harbour#Trust Board would be
responsible that no package was delivered except upon a pass order from the Collector
or his Deputy. The sheds built by the Board would have to be declared part of the
Sea Custom House under section 11 (f) and the BO?.I'd woulq generally conform to
the provisions of the Sea Customs Act. The exceptions to this course would be the
particular cases mentioned in section 83, in which the Customs Collector should !:ake
charge of the goods owing to delay in landing by the consignees and grant receipts.
Tf such cases are not likely to be numerous, the course above stated may be suggested
for the approval of Government owing to the objection of the agents of vessels to
land goods under section 85. There can be no objection to the Harbour Trust Board
taking charge of the goods in all other cases as proposed by it if the sheds to be con-
structed for keeping the goods in are declared part of the Custom House as suggested
in G.O., Mis. No. 4824, dated 4th November 1892. The Collector is requested to state
whether the particular cases in which he will have to take. charge of the goqu _under
gection 83 will not be very rare, and whether the adoption of the course indicated
above will not obviate the difficulty in the transfer of the custody of goods to the

Harbour Trust Board,
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application. Such cases, it is considered, will be very few and can, if n—
gpecially dealt with. In ord}nury cases in which good.s are landed by dubashes as
agents of consignees the Sea Customs Act does not provide for the interference of the
Collector with regard to the payment of freight and other charges by the consignees.
1f official interference is necessary, that provided by section 52 of the Madras Harbour
Trust Act 1T of 1836 may be availed of,

The objections stated in paragraph 6 of the Collector’s letter of 1892 referred to
are not applicable to the present proposals. The proposal which was objected to in
1892 was to store free goods in the Harbour Trus.t Board’s sheds and dutiable goods
in the Custom House, while the present proposal 18 to store the whole of the car{:ro in
the Harbour Trust Board’s sheds which will be constituted a part of the Cﬁjstom
House. :

8. When the new scheme regarding Harbour improvements is carried out, it will
be out of the question to use the present Custom House for the storage of goods
clearance. Whatever form the proposal ultimately takes, it will, the Board
include boat basins, wharves with convenient sheds alongside and direct o
with the Madras, South Indian and East Coast Railways and the Buckingh
and to drag goods away from these advantages up to the Custom House w
outrage on the trade of the port. The course which the Board has indic
geems to be the only way of meeting the difficulty. The Board woul
Harbour Trust Board as eontractors for the safe custody of goodsin ch
(ustoms Collector in the same way as the Collpctor of Customs now treats
age contractor, and would constitute the premises provided by it a part of
House, taking all steps necessary to make‘ 1t 80 fact as well as in name by posting
customs guards at the entrance aqd adoptlng similar precautions, There seems to be
no reason why in the few cases in which the Collector has to take charge of goods
under section 88 of the Sea Customs.Act t.he Harbour Trust Board should not go all
that is necessary for him as its premises will form part of the Custom House, As th
Harbour Trust Board has agreed to be responsible for all goods delivered into ite

charge, there appears to be no objection to this eourse unless some legal one existss
Tt might be advisable to consult the Advocate-General on this point and also as to the
necessity of requiring the Harbour Trust Board to acknowledge its responsibility b
the execution of such legal documents as may be deemed necessary, The OSSGgs, y
of goods on behalf of the Collectm: by the Harbour Trust Board will not be Ender alon
provision of law but under an ordinary contract. The Harbour Tryst Board WOuldn¥
course expect some return for the expense which it would incur in erecting the nece:-

gary sheds. The Board begs to suggest that its views on this Point should be askeg
for,
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believes,
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am Canal,
ould ‘be an
ated above
d treat the
arge of the
it as porter-
the Custom

(True Copies and Extract,)

(Signed)  EDMUND MILLETT,

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department. SHGhns Seeretary.
Copy to the Collector of Sea Customs, Madras,

Order—Mis. No. 3268, dated 14th August 1896,

Tiie Brosmedings. reail 1phove will = forwarded to the Hon
General for favour of opinion as to whether there is any legal obiecti
tion of the course advocated by the Board of Revenue in paragrag)ietslo& ﬁ) t%e adop-
ings and if there is none whether the Harbour Trust Boarg should be rs Toceed-
acknowledge its responsibility in regard to goods delivereq t ™ cliag equired to

'ble the Advocate.

cution of a legal document. i
(True Extract,)
(Signed) A, T, ARUNDE],
Ag. Beeretary to Govern,ment
To the Hon’ble the Advocate-General (throngh the Government Bolicitor) |
with enclosureg (to be ret’.urned)

‘Copy to the Board of Revenue (Separate Revenus),
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Reap—again the following G.0., Mis. No. 3286, Revenue, dated 15th August
1896 :—-.

Read—the following G.O., No. 503, Marine, dated 16th July 1896 :—

Read—the following letter from the Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Madras, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, dated 14th July 1896 :—

With reference to my letter of the 24th August 1895, in which I drew the
attention of Government to paragraph 15 of the Report of the Harbour Improvements
Committee appointed under G.O., No. 47,. Ma.rine, dated 9th February 1895, which
paragraph contained a strong recommenda’gmn in favour of the adoption at Madras of
the p'roeedure existing at Bombay *“ by which the Harbour Trust Board would remove

_into their sheds all cargo, as landed, deliver the same upon pass orders from the Col-

lector, warehouse goods upon warrant, and at the expiration of four months, deliver
to the Collector any goods not then cleared through the Sea Customs office,” I have
the honour to inform you that the Chamber has desired me to again express a hope
that early orders may be passed on the above recommendation, as pending such it

understands that the Harbour Trust Board is unable to make arrangements for pro-"

ceeding with the other improvements recommended by the Harbour Improvements
Committee.

Read—again the following letter from the Chairman, Harbour Trust Board, Madras,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated 11th July 1896, No. 1471 :—

In view of arecent block of work upon the iron screw pile pier, when the
appliances thereon proved inadequate to meet the import and export movements of
cargo proceeding simultaneously, the Presidency Port officer in a letter dated 11th
June suggested that two low pontoon jetties, extending from the beach into the
harbour, should be constructed to relieve the traffic on the pier.

2. This proposal was considered by the Trustees at their meeting of the 19th
June, and 1 submit herewith copy of resolution then passed thereon.

3. The question of the custody of the goods when landed, which was so strongly
recommended by the Harbour Improvements Committee, should be vested in the
Harbour Trustees, as at Bombay, is regarded by the Board as the key of the whole
situation and it therefore hopes that Government will see its way to pass early orders
on this point, for unless the proposals of the Chamber of Commerce are sanctioned,
the Board will not be justified in incurring any heavy outlay of Harbour Trust Funds,

ENCLOSURE.

Exreacr of Proceedings of the Trustees of the Harbour of Madras at a meeting held at the
offices of the Board on Friday, the 19th day of June 1896,

%* * # * *

5. Read letter, No. 625-M, dated 1lth Jupe 1896, from the Presidency Port Officer
suggesting additional temporary facilities for landing eargo.

Read minutes by trustees.

Resolved that the Chairman is invited to address Government with reference to the pro-
posed boat basin and improved Custom House arrangements recommended by the Harbour
Improvements Committee appointed by Government under G.O., No. 47, Marine, dated 9th
February 1896,

® * * * *
(True Extract.)

(Signed)  C. PINSENT,
Becy., Harbour Trust Board,
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Order—No. 503, Marine, dated 16th J uly 1896,
; Communicated in continuation of

Paragraph 4 of G.O, N
26th February 1896, to the Revenue

y for early
ust Board of the custo

Department
estion of the transfer to the Harbour Ty
qu

(True Extract, )

(Signed)
artment.
To :kg gﬁ;?:;fn?ﬂ)arbour Trust Board,
3

T ——

Order—Mis. No. 3286, Revenue, dated 154} August 1896,
raer =1 Y ]

Recorded with reference to G,0., Mis, No.
(True Extract,)
(Signed)

—
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