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Approving the entertainment of an Assistant Superintendent 'of Cusfomsft the L transs /
forring with remarks the proposition statement to the Financial Department for sanction ; and

g for report from the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue) re
the transfer of the treasury work of the station to the Deputy Tahsildar,
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: intricate and ecomplicated description than elsewhere owing to nearly one-half being
t ' collected on passengers’ baggage and piece-goods. In addition to this, the establish-

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. ment of a daily service to Colombo affords facilities for smuggling which do not exist
at any other port in India. It also appears to the Board that Tuticorin might easily,

No. 33, Revenue, 18ra Janvary 1897, 3

~

No. 33, Revenve, 18ra Janvary 1897.
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ik REVENUE DEPARTMENT. under lax supervision, become a great avenue for the influx of articles which contravene

¥ : the Merchandise Marks Act including cases which have been rejected at the principal

. Aty =T - o ports. Nothing would be simpler thun to ship them to Colombo for re-export to
5 Reap—again G.0., R. No. 1983, Revenue, dated 26th October 1896 Tuticorin by the daily service. ‘

. nil 3 : 4. Proposals for the revision of the Customs establishment at Tuticorin have been

R * Depaﬁ§:§:gorw§f§§é;?itgoxgg?dfr:xgnotfo%ﬁe‘;egg ;:;1:361{;$35nre{)§rt PrOCC{edix}gs, Marine recently saulc:tiuned as part of the g(-:npral s'r:lwme of Customs establishments for the

g the alteration in the office Presidency (vide correspondence ending with G.{)., No. 724, Financial, dated 30th

ey ! v “hours of the Port of Tuticorin in view of the
% \ & !\and Tuticorin. Proposed accel
‘h .

}» “'.-

, orated train service between Madras October 1396). Unfortunately the Collector’s report submitting his proposals regard-
9 « / T e ing Tuticorin was despatched early in 1895 at a time when the importance of this
: Q-\ W Reap—also the following Proceedings of the Board of Rev rapidly-developing trade with Colombo had not attracted much notice and even the
b Mis. No. 4760, dated 16th November18 9'6 '?lfe (Separate Revenue), recently-sanctioned establishment appears to be far from adequate to the work now

i greid bl to be done. The sanctioned seale is as follows :—

EL e S s 1983, corisiiam) October 1896. 1 Superintendent ;... PP 4 1?;80
'J: ] A b R — ) 1 Clerk ves aes one cen “oe ) veu e e 25
B Resolution—Mis. No. 4760, dated 16th November 1896, !13 ST NIt el ig
The Board begs to submit its reply to the Government Order read above ; : 1 Shroff .. o ite ot 8 il
ke 2 The addltlonal WOI‘k thrOWn on th . 7 i 1 \Velgher sua sos ses e see ane ase ase aes 7
: new arrangements regarding th ] e.TutmOI'm Customs establishment, by the 12 Peons Sl
5 consists merely in attendanc% fO:teifg ;;1;‘;1'1'1\;{11 of the mail steamers from Col_ombo, 1 Masalchi ... e sos _5
5 venient hour in the morning, The tota] amut)auxlf;no(f)f Pa,?:engcm’ baggage at an ncon- : P ey

remains the same, and as the age]lt, work to be got thl'()ugh in the day b

) bage 8 steam launch does not car ly passen-
gers’ baggage has now to be dealt with before the usual (:) fﬁcgérgoﬁifo"ﬁ;eyb‘l:l wviel

establishment at Tuticorin is, however, so utterly inadequate for the work it has to

perform that the Board finds it imposs; : i
present difficulty without a consideﬁgib%;e?;;g: i i g

The seale is faulty in not providing for more than one superior officer. Owing to
the peculiar position of Tuticorin with a forei_gu country within a few hours’ sail and
passengers landing at all hours of the day,—the ngeqt’s lapnch has to make two trips to
clear the steamer, and other passengers come across in native vessels —it appears to the
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lisheg . tsl:g cfmg;mlg E?et}?f steamers between Colombo and Tuticorin was estab-
increa; i Ve Ml asi e latter as an import port for foreign trade has been
{Tha) o t%mselg’u co?ln tg(liomxsgs to'do 50 at a still more rapid rate in the future.
Rs. 1.15.675%n 1?95_9%0 Whil‘::lﬁm%oé‘ts has risen from Rs, 89,358 in 1894-95 to

> ! 8. 63,539 had been collected up to the end of October

during the « )
a:tli‘::llegg fosnilui};e;:ssiiz;m’%fagégsgz ;‘111111;,9?& 5,288 was collected as import duty on
llp to October in ﬁhe current year. The fou0;9i5, RS. 6,487 in 1895—-96 and RS. 3)454

occupies as regards the customs dut ng shows the position which Tuticorin

* of the Presideney :— Y on Imports compared wiph the other chief ports
Port.
‘ ' Import duty.
Cocanada i i RS.

Negapatam = ... see o 13,706

Pticorim Y <o iusdi ¥t et By Gl iy e
Calicut S . 74 woe Aee ses ave Cees 1"5,675
Cochin S Yieso iUt niised TiiNG0 5:00,608

Mangalore Ves e o wl e L sos wes ves 44,378
g&l wen ] avs wee - 21.’307

Some of the other ports eollect ‘a laree e . b TIah
matter to deal with compared with the legy %?p?gpif%gfy rc:;e’n?igf-e?ll;;;uz sm]gle
the v.aluatlon of many of yvhlch for the assessment of duty requires much skﬁloz ?{
experience. The figures given above, striking as they are, do not convoy an ade uli:
idea of the importance of the work of the Customs house at Tuticorin. for in N eq az:-
tam a large proportion of the import duty (Rs. 29,600) is collected on betel-nutsg?;d
in Calicut and Cochin, Rs. 8,938 and Rs. 29,225 were realized on liquors bo,th of
which are articles easily assessed. While in Tuticorin Rs. 43,511 were collected on
Ppiece-goods, one of the most diffieult articles to assess properly.  The import work of
the Customs establishment at Tuticorin'is consequently not only greatly in excess of
that at any other outport as far as actual volume is concerned, but is of a far more

Board absolutely necessary that there shopld al_ways be a responsible Customs officer
on duty capable of valuing goods and dealing with anthority with any customs ques-
tion which may arise. At present the whole of the examination of the baggage of the
native passeng}srs (about 250 per diem) is conducted by the Superintendent. It takes
him a couple of hours at least to get through the passengers who are brought ashore
by the launch on her first trip and yet the examination: is necessaril y of a very
ineffective kind. The Board has no doubt but that many escape examination alto-
gether, and these of course would be the men who had something tc gain by evadin

it. The Superintendent gets no help to speak of from his subordinates in this work,
as their time is fully occupied otherwise under the peculiar treasury arrangements
which exist at Tuticorin. The treasury work of the district is done chiefly by the
branch of the Bank of Madras at that station, but all the bunk transactions have to
pass through the Sea Customs treasury and are recorded in the aceounts kept by it.
The total sum dealt with by the Sea Customs treasury during the past year amounted
to over 40 lakhs of rupees and included the following items aceording to a statement

furnished to the Acting Commissioner by the Superintendent ;:—
RS. A,

b

Customs receipts aee we L,29.991°327°8
Stamps SoL Seb 5o w1 1,08,66¢: 12, 6
Salt receipts ... e oo 4,898,521 15 0
Tucome-tax ... e 23,996 7 10
Excise ... ver dee 42578 411
+ Civil Conrt deposits ... Fagdeols b LRy Wi
Municipal receipts ... e e 483801 9 1
Postal receipts vae ves “es ous e 67,206 0 0
Port » see e cee wee vee wes 62,001 10 ©
Taluk remittances 0 s ‘oo dee ons .- 29,93,948 2. 9

Of course the labour involved in passing these sums through the accounts in eon-
nection with the actual receipt of eash by the Bank of Madras is trifling compared with
dealing with these in the ordinary way, but the volume of work to be got through is
still very large, and as regards the stamp transactions the actual issue has to be made
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| b; ﬁm Gnstoma Superintendent, Tt appears to the Board that ﬂmmgemenﬁ &oﬂd be
m{de te relieve thePgea Customs establishment of this miseellaneous work. There is
a Deputy Tahsildar on the spot which makes the Present system all the more extra-
ordinary e '

ands of one man. The Board
eonsiders that it is out of the questi

tion to expeet one officer to discharge these duties
effectively, partienlarly when his time ig oceupied for, ahout

three hours daily in the
examination of passengers’ baggage, and when for the reasons given above, there ig
every reason {o antieipate Tuticorin rapidly becoming a favourite port with offenders
againct the Customs laws, if it is not so already. Tt is of the opinion that he shoulq
ave an Assistant Superintendent on R, 70, who should, if possible, be obtained from
the Custora House in Madzas so as to secure the services of a m

an with some practical
lmo‘wledge of the examination of packages and the valuation of goods,

(True Extract. )

( Signed) EDMUN £ MILLETT,
ssistant § X
To the Secrotary to Governmgnt, Revenue Departnient, : gt

‘with a proposition statement in duplicate,
through the Accountant-Genera] and with

i enclosures, in origi al, returned,
Copy to the Collector of Tinnevelly, 1 e

————————

OzoEr—No. 33, Revenue, dated 18tk January 1897.

: In the circamstances reported, the
‘ ___ Miseellaneous, I Board’s proposal for the entertls’xinme’nt of

- an Assistant 8y rintendent f Custom,
the Tuticorin port on a pay of Rs. 70 per mensem is approvgs. 3 e
2. The suggestion in the eoneludix}g portion of

8. The Board of Revenue will report in what manner it Proposes to alter the
office hours of the Sea Customs office at the port g0 ag

to meet the requirements of the
altered train and steamer service,

(True Extract,) / *
it . Ag. Secretary to Government,
To the Financial Department, with proposition statement,
s» the Board of Revenue

arate Revenue),
and Revenue).

nt (Railway).

» the Public Werks D
s the Marine Department
Exd. Shaik Karim,
70 Copies,
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