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Anthropometric Systent. {
Communicating to the Hon'ble the Judges of the High Court, &e., endorsement of the
: Government of India forwarding copies of papers regarding the progress made during 1895 ia
Bengal in working the — for the identification of old offenders.
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GQVEBNMENT OF MADRAS.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

-

Reap—the following paper :i—

From C. W. BOLTON, Es iati :
IN q., C.8., Officiating Chief Se
it o Bt A e e
ia, Ho
1696, No. 4-J.T. iy Hamikipeasnd, Save SRR the l)éthoJ‘tﬂ;

In continuation of the letter from thi
. ! is office, No. 3989-

1895, I am directed to submit, for the information. of d {;ﬁ:ﬁfﬂm 4 :July
R the enclosed o ia
& No. 10500-T., dated the 24th June 1896.  Inspector-G o 1] 2; Soli«iag:r:e;a :ﬁl ?ﬁ;
1 . progress made duri LS g the
:‘;zkmgfth‘t’l anthropometric system for the identification of oldn;;flza%;esrziitm tengalia
in‘stxl-)zt(; t fe clitlldula'r gddressed to all District Superintendents of Pofie:gether-w.lth
ctions for classifying and deciphering finger-impressions and for desc;il‘iiollll; 1:;11 ing
em.

ENCLOSURE.

From E. R. HENRY, Esq., 1.CS8 In
., LOS., Inspector-General f 1 J i i
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, dated Da:;eel(i)ng?flle(‘g‘lrtl‘l)v;?nf fggl(inc;s; t(iUtESOC!Fef
§ VAT =4,

In continuati ; LW 2
uation of the previous feports specified éln the margin of this letter, 1 submit infor-
Letter, No. 26229 mation regarding the 2 :
gzne et Polig:, ﬁ“:esz?xe;f‘g}, érlfi?i Islzcﬂprg‘:;g;- 1895 in this progince ir? :g:li?:gmtﬁe ail‘:ll']mg
vernment of Bengal. ’ ' pometric 8 . : = ro-
Letter, No. 1732 of 26th February 1893, from Inspector- offenders. A do ooy MomNont i hrpkh

General of Police, Lo i ‘hief Sec

st ;}1:;; nga.l;w“ Provinees, to Chief Secretary, 9. Full details ha Soauideiile

Letter, No. 6353 of ist May 1894 from Inspector- i o s i
, fr or-General regarding (1) the persous selected for meagslure-

of Police, Lower Provinces, to Secretary
s » r, Govern-~
ment of Bengal. % ment; (2) the particular
sy measurem %
Letter, No. 1052-A. of 26th June 1895, from Inspector- (8) improvements in the meamfrri‘;sgadiongied’
-

gz:‘;':lm‘;fl A “"};’:&gl"“if‘" Provinoes, to Chief Sccrotary, ments; (4) the system of search, including ti
: e T margin allowed f Fae g the
W?gg;’gﬁzgmmmﬁ 3 (éa)tltlhe arrangements made in all distriotsofl;’rm:trl(l); 2:1?1 toreth'etpel‘.sonul
antecedents without r'efer)exie: t;nthe Csxlxtt‘ral og‘c: s d:ls];oa’:v.ll ofi el polio,); fogl‘m:::il?;iuoé
; an -

;g rghcztepd ofI 1894, and of the cases worked out through a:nt)i;rogou::g thf;] ﬁfnmal record up
rem;rksmoxoxn tgenpmmctmicajbifl(i):yn:)ef to b(rl'lng]'lthe sgatistical information up fo date anls rtnggt,rth

. - gradually substituti hro ! er some
classified finger-prints not supplemented gy m:n;ul;zlrlr]xgntf: r anthropometry a system based upon

3. A register is kept at each sub-division (the unit in thi i
. » - ls : i ini i

:: ﬁzﬁl«:}x:lsﬁ 1323 lde?)tf]ﬁteg fi.t t(lllle t&{ne-of their arrest. During 1813:;),‘7 lll,l??% l0 i;)g:sl(l)%z :i:?:::t {nhon)
o eyl re((';e, he lsltrict.polme subsequently, by inquiry and by referrin %:)sltclfqd
» s, wunspete. 22 ﬁ{lgnlz'll‘[}]lg ,120 and ascertaining their antecedents; t])xe numbef rem o
g wfhich 1 gse figures exclude statistics for the area under the Commis in
G e Tkl iy il O s s,
e g ; e 8 od in identifying , equivalent to 257 ‘
O et ‘mnmngl.ym being 536 unidentified, 112 recoguized by Cen&i)i

S ORI
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The figures for 1895 include 10 females and 31 juveniles who, under our rules, are not liable
to measurement, and 90 non-British subjects belonging to Native States where anthropometry
has not yet been introduced, and who, consequently, cannot have been registered on anthropo-
metric data. 1f these 131 persons are exoluded from the total of unidentified as representing
cases not recognizable by anthropometry, the figure of success rises to 31'6 against 27 in the

preceding year. *
In addition to the 162 caees from Bengal distriots, 44 persons were traced for the Caloutta
Police and 1 for Assam, bringing the total of successful cases up to 207, against 143 in the

PMDK yw_ )

4. In 54 of these, the name and residence given by the suspeot pro
as criminals, in order to defeat inquiries, sometimes give tho correct Dame
other than themselves, this information, antil verified, was of no value. Unless
called, it would not, without the assistance of anthropometry, have been possibl

whether the name given was the roal name of the suspect or of some other person. This information
but this would have entailed delay, and

might, of course, have been verified by calling witnesses, ve e
ds unless there are grounds for believing that the police

the courts are averse to granting reman t :
: Jentified suspects give names and residences which three times

have a good clue. In all cases, wi

out of four prove to be wrong, and much labour, expense and delay is avoided by calling in the

aid of anthropometry, and up to the present time, it has in no instance caused the wrong person
ainty that the measure-

to be identified. The Central office isin & position to state with absolute cert
ments and thnmb-(i’:smesious sent for examination belong to & Ferson who, under the name they
1 1L, ghen, that is necessary is to iet
¥

specify, was convicted in a cortain place on & certain date.
this information cerified to the satisfaction of the courts in the manner prescribed by law, viz.,
obtaining an extract from the records of the court where the conviction was had, or by producing
a certificate from the officer in charge of the jail where the panishment was inflicted, together

with evidence as to the identity of the acoused with the person 50 convieted.

5. A specially interesting instance of the effectiveness of the system ocenrred during the
year. Two cases of p ofessional robbery by poisoning were reported within @ couple of days of
each other in the Darbhanga distriot. The detective entrusted with the inquiry had no diffi-
culty in ascertaining that the culprit was one Runjit Dusadh alias Kokil Dusadh, reg i

isoner and ex-convict, 8 resident of the adj ini i . He was not to be
ound, having absconded, and there was in con further clue, Weeks afterwards,
some travellers were taken out o i so helplessly drunk that it was
deemed necessary to There the drunkenness was ascertained to
dhatura poisoning. could get little assistance from
the victims, who co dition of incohcrency; but, on chance, they
arrested a stranger to the place, who had been seen in gompany with the drpgged men. He
stoutly protested his innocence and disclaimed any acquaintance with them, giving his name a8
Ram Saran Singh, and an address up country. Being at fault, the local police measured him
and took his thumb-impression, which they forwarded to the Central office, where he was at once
ized as the missing Raunjit alias Kokil D ted in the Dt.u-bhmgs cases—a man
who, under various aliases, had - been convieted in soveral districts, having passed }25 years in
jail. Upon being eonfronted with acourate details of his past life, he admitted his identity and
Lia ilt s, and was sentenced at the sessions there to eight years’ imprisonment,
od for trialin the Dubhs??ga}; oases. %dfit n%l M:uor dt}l;e clue
von by anthropometry, this dangerous erimina might have escapecd, or without is admission
-y yhan N st owing to the difficulty of proving the administration
of the poison. Dacca is some five hundred miles from Muzaffarpur, and the identity of
i i st alias Kokil Dusadh, would not even have been

ved to be correct. But
d address of persons
witnesses had

e to ascertain

Ram Saran S

s < tho. system has been working in Bengal, th
dering the com ratively short time o system has been wor in Bengal, the

i i e L i as about 1 in 3 of possible cases are being

i be considered satisfactory, ssible
ized, while it is not improbable that amongst those remaining unidentified, are persons
not previously convicted, and whose measurements consequently could not have been taken for
7. But although the success achieved is a8 as could have been expected, experience
has brought into re ief some inherent defocts of the system which detryct from ite value. Not~
withstanding the improvements ffocted in the instruments, both of which are automatic in their
workin%e one being _registering, the error dye to the © personal equation ” of measurers
eliminated or even reduced to anegligable quantity. "I'he measurer may take incorrect
inattention to rules; or, having obtained accurate results, may read them

incorrectly ; or having read them y, they may be Incorrectly transoribed ; or the measure«
i s measurements  Every cheok that experience can dittate

has been adopted, and that these checks are fairly effective our results demonstrate.  Still, the

margin for error is considerable, and if the gnstained attention now given to this subject be

/
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‘s,.Iehubmvehimdfm'mf" i - y s
5 measnygmenﬁpf'rmy two.persons Ooinei:i]::g i"om:;fﬁ E ﬂ‘“ th" thbilit‘y of all six -
. ﬁ,d o ’ﬁ,’;?,d”o? I “ pemnal arithmetically. m,'m:ti;n wot;.l!:i?e&ooglez if nokﬂafx =
re 1 : : -t I et 2 : ] :
considerable allowance, has to be mﬂ“ﬁom:mr._ 'tht;tm practice, such allowance, and a
not unfrequent. In the Central office no positi bam* at coincidences in measurements are
~considered safe or is made, reliance being i i
similarity in the innumerable details which
v 9. A system of identification by m
* amongstothr advantages over anthropometry. Tho
k mk,.uev inexpensive [_lmnmble everywhere ; the pri
B o i o s st aaseration . any pason o ordiary niligene s Y o
e them. a ) ] ligence can lear
the score of religion &t ¢ tos” instruction ; no objection ean be raised vy
throughoat life, the finger-im: istics bei
he had r;a:al.::hecfl middle or old
recognizable and are susceptible of & ceinct :
in the Police circular, copies of which ﬂ::ompan‘&igm )
- can be described in four or' five words with sy ient ooinple{eneu “fo b licated pattern
e Bz s oo goeat that o poentity obtaiaatlo from the soruiny of the prints o s oy
no - . . e - or
for confirmation elsgewmi;e;o. per@ “P;‘Mo o dehmg It’ would deem it necessary to !e::
- 10 The problem vhich' s to be solved is AT p s ) '
classification based solely upon ﬁngqmpréoxgmgﬁﬂageuamﬁh d"?} mm of
'twn to enabile duphogtes to be unerrin 1)( traced in a collection of the ﬁngor U differentia-
20,000 persons. This problem jis npwie\ng worked at, and so far, results are pl'etmonl, say, of
serious dlfﬁ?iqx}gy being experienced in respect of only two combinations, * With‘::;'tm::mps' ;
T T e P e o ey
it ns have been , it wo - : ey 5 ¢ o
 solution is probable. ; e premature to express an opinion as to whether &
11. Being impressed with the advantages which a system of identifieation he it
sions would possess over anthropometry, I hgave denvogwxlntl‘oﬂf g!mm:lgnby i
a knowledge of the subject by issuing a cirdular which ins by means %:t i
details of patterns, their classification, and the points to be kept in view when ate :
- decipher them. I forward some copies of this circular for the information of Govemn?eﬁm-ls -
may prove of use in the registration and other departments. A number of police oﬂieex} ]:. it
go%;l;ed a good working knowledge of the details of finger-print decipherment, and their o z:e o
is being added to, as it is one of the subjects of the training school curriculum, o gy 1

‘ ‘No. 3-Police—447. \ |
%~ Copy forwarded to the Government of Madras, for information, in co e e 43
' of the endorsement from this department, No. 584, t.i,ated 15th Aug:’st 139; nvation = . ‘
: (By order.) -

Home Depsrtaent (PoLice), (Signed) - L. M. THORNTON,
Simla, 20th July 1896. : Dy. Secy. to the Goot. of India.

Orper—No. 1469, Judicial, dated 11th September 1896. . " .

Communicated to the Hon’ble the Judges of the High Court, all departments o
thé Secretariat, and the Inspectors-General of Police, Prisons, and Registration.

" (True Extract.)

5

To the Hon'ble the Chief Justice, with C.L.
,» 8ll Departments of the Secretariat.. 44

,» the Inspector-General of Police,
,, the of Prisons.

”

., the A oo of Registration,
Exd C. M, Thombuswamy.
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