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No. 1155, Juprciar, 11te JuLy 1896,

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

Extract from the Proceedings of the Government of India, Home Department
(Public), under date Simla, the 29th May 1896, No. 14-Public —982_87

Read—

Letter from the Government of Bombay, No. 9402, dated 13th December 1839
urging that general rules should be laid down for the proper regulation of
explosives belonging to Government.

Home Department letter to the Government of Bombay, No. 1406, dated 2]t
July 1890, stating that Government departments will follow the local rules
for regulating the transport of explosives within each port.

Office Memorandum to the Military Department, No. 1408, dated 21st J; uly 1890
suggesting that the Director-General of Ordnance in India should be
informed of the above decision. 1

Letter from the Government of Bombay, No. 4939, dated 8th J uly 1893 (para-
graph 3), stating that the instructions referred to did not appear to have yet
been issued.

Letter to the Government of Bombay, No. 1324, dated 18th September 1893
saying that the necessary instructions would now be issued, ;

Office Memorandum, No. 1326, dated 18th September 1893, requesting the
Military Department to issue instructions for regulating the transport of
Government explosives within the different ports in India in accordance with
the local rules of tII:Te pogs2.6 st

Military Department No. -D., dated 21st September 18 ;
inra);ructilt,;xrs to the Director-General of Ordnance ‘i)n India, ™ Gy o

Letter from the Government of Bombay, No. 126, dated 7th January 1896

enclosing correspondence relative to the application of the rules regardin :

the transport of explosives within the limits of the port of Aden to ships o%

the Royal Indian Marine, and enquiring whether instructions for regulatin

the transport of Government explosives have been issued, g

Resolution.—Under section 14 of the Indian Explosives Act, IV of 1884 th
provisions of the Act and of the rules made thereunder do not apply to the posses;io :
use, transport, import, &c., of any explosive by order of the Government op by ann’
person employed under Government in the course of his employment or duty Thy
Government of India have, however, issued orders that the rules should he ge;:emll ’
observed by Government departments, and in the correspondence cited in the preamblz
the Director-General of Ordnance in India was informed that the rules in force for
regulating the transport, of explosives in certain ports should be observed in the case of
explosives belonging to Government. It is understood that, in accordance with thege
instructions, the rules are duly observed in respect to Government explosives which
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are carried in vessels belonging to private owners. Some misunderstanding has,
however, arisen with regard to vessels of the Royal Indian Marine and hired transports,
the Director of the Royal Indian Marine claiming that explosives on board these
vessels should be subject only to the restrictions applying to ships of Her Majesty’s
Navy. Ships of the Royal Navy are allowed to enter aﬂ harbours. They are provided
with magazines for the explosives forming part of their equipment, and do not carry
explosives in excess of the capacity of the magazines. They are not subject in respect
of such explosives to the Port Rules, but their procedure when in harbour is regulated
by Articles 863 to 867 * in Chapter XXV
of the Queen’s Regulations and Admiralty
Instructions. Provided the ships of the
Royal Indian Marine and hired transports are similarly equipped with specially-fitted
magazines, they should be subject to the same regulations as ships of the Royal Navy,
and the Government of India are therefore pleased to decide that in such cases the
rules printed in the Appendix annexed to this Resolution, and not the rules prescribed
under the Indian Explosives Act for regulating the transport of explosives within the
ports, shall be eonsidered to be applicable. But vyhengver a vessel of the Royal
Indian Marine or hired transport carries any explosives in excess of the capacity of
her specially-fitted magazines, the rules prescribed for the port under the Indian
Explosives Act must be observed in respect of such excess quantity of explosives.

* Printed in the Appendix to this Resolution.

Order.—Ordered, that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the Government
of Bombay with reference to the letter from that Government, No. 126. dated Tth
January 1896. Also that copies be forwarded to the Governments of Madras and
Bengal and the Chief Commissioner of Burma for information, and to the Military
Department with the request that the orders of the Government of India may be
communicated to the Director-General of Ordnance in India and to the Directorof
the Royal Indian Marine. :

(True Extract.)

(Signed) J. P. HEWETT,
Secretary to the Government of India.
To the Government of Madras.

—

APPENDIX.

(Regulations regarding Ezplosives on Skips of the Royal Navy when in harbour.)

863. The Captain is to take care to observe the following instructions as regards
the retention and removal of explosives,
.., powder, shell, wet gun cotton, W hite-
Lead pistols and warheads, and K.('. mines,
in the case of ships going alongside a dockyard wharf, or into a basin or dock.

2. In future these explosives are not to be removed from ships when brought
info harbour for repairs, unless sich
repairs are likely to be so extensive, and
to take such a time, as to render it in the
opinion of the Commander-in-Chief desirable to do o,

3. They are not to be removed from ships when placed in dry dock for a limited
period, which, in order to cover the time
necessary for eleaning and coating the bot-
toy, may be taken to mean aboat ten duys.
4. When a ship is about to be docked, the Admiral Superintendent will send an
officer representing him on board, who,
in concert with the officers of the shipand
under the direction of the Captain, wi

Explosives on board ships coming into harbour.

Ships in harbour for repairs.

Ships in dry dock.

Locking of magazines,
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Visit the magazines and shell-rooms, and, having ascertained that everything is in
Proper order, will cause the magazines and shell-rooms to be locked, and will give
the keys into the personal charge of the Admiral Superintendent,

5. The Admiral Superintendent will take charge of the keys during the whole
time the ship may be in dock, only allow-
ing the "magazines to be opened and re-
closed with the same formalities as above -
the keys being re-delivered into his charge in the same way when any necessary work
is over.

6. The Admiral Superintendent will take the necessary steps to have the dockyard
hydrants and hoses kept constantly ready
to flood the magazines if necessary, and, so
far as practicable, to have everything
ready to run water into the dock for the use of the ship in case of fire on board,

7. Every shipis to go to fire stations daily at the usual time of evening quarters,
and care is to be taken to ascertain that
everything is in readiness for extinguish-
ing fire, and that, in the absence of a
portion of the crew on leave or from any other cause, the men remaining on board
are properly acquainted with, and capable of performing, all the duties appertaining
to such an emergency.

8. On all occasions of receiving or discharging powder or filled shells, smoking
is prohibited. All fires are to be put out
except those in the galley, which are to
be carefully screened and placed under
charge of a sentry ; all naked lights are to be extinguished ; and the lights in the
light rooms are to be lit. ~Lights in lanterns may be used when absolutely necessary.
but not within 30 feet of any place through which powder may be passed. The
furnaces may be kept alight in very urgent cases, but only with the express permission
of the senior officer.

864. When powder or live shells are being discharged from, or received on board

a ship with her fires lignted, every pre:
caution 18 to be taken against ignition by
sparks, &c., from the funnel,
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. Custody of keys.

Flooding appliances.

Fire stations.

Smoking.

Removal of powder with fires lighted.

865. Ships are not to approach too near to powder magazines, or to vessels laden
with powder, which are distinguished by
a red flag at the mast-head.

866. Both filled and empty shells, when being removed from ships, are to be
placed on board the lighters with great
care and attention, and cautiously handled
I stowing them in the holds of the

vessels by a party in charge of an officer sent for that purpose.

2. The Master of the lighter is to be furnished with a memorandum showing
the number and nature of heth filled and empty shells put on board, for delivery to
the officers at the Gun wharf.

3. Whenever shells are returned from a ship, the Captain is iﬁimediately to send
a written report to the Commander-in-Chief or Senior Officer Present  that no filleq
shells have been returned as empty, and that all filled shells have been returned
properly marked.

4. A similar report is to be sent. in stating that ho drum
machine guns have been returned empty. : e et ot

867. The General Instructions for the care, management, repair, &c., of White.-

. head Torpedoes, will be found in Vo]
Whitehead Torpedoes. 111 of the ’I‘orp:ado Manual, and areotg nl;z
- strictly adhered to,

Precautions.

Removal of shells.
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Orper—No. 1155, Judicial, dated 11th July 1896.

Communicated to the Marine Department, the Inspector-General of Police, the

Commissioner of Police, Madras, and the Magistrates of Maritime districts except
Nellore and Chingleput.

* (True Extract.)

/ v Chief Secretary.

To the Marine Department. /

»» Distriot Magistrate of South Areot.
g . s of South Canara.
x * =1 of Ganjéim,

” » » of Gddévtri.

» » » of KlBtn&

» " » of Madum,
”» ] » of Malabar.
» v » of TﬂD]Ol’O
” » ” of T'nnevelly.

) ”» ) Of Vi tam,
:, Tnspector-General of Polief:ga i3

» Commissioner of Police, Madras,
Copy to the Collector of Sea Customs, Madras,

Ex? A Baitt

s

b ST







	Image00008
	Image00009
	Image00010
	Image00011
	Image00012

