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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

MARINE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers : —

From Commander W. POWELL, R.I.M., Presidency Port Officer, Madras, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, dated 10th August 1895, No. 1761 /213 G,

In reply to paragraph 3 of G.0. No. 239, Marine, dated Tth August 1895,
calling for early remarks on the Committee’s recommendations in conneetion with
Madras Harbour, I have the honour to state, as regards the proposed 1mprovements
to the harbour, I have always been of opinion that anything that would take off or
in any way interfere with the present available water space of the harbour should be
avoided.

2. To increase its berthing space dredging should, I think, be undertaken from
the 31 fathom line to the 21 line, which would give berths for four more steamers of
the draught that usually come to this Port, However, I believe the Board’s Engineer
has an objection to dredging in the harbour ; but with all due deference to his pro-
fessional knowledge, an important matter like this should not, I think, be decided by
a single opiuion.

3. In Mr. Pogson’s A-1 scheme approved of by the Committee, the plan shows
five vessels with their sterns secured to the new arms ; I am very doubtful of this

. plan of securing a vessel answering in a place like this. At present any slight swell

that there is expends itself on the beach, but with no beach and g solid structure
however slight the swell, the water would be confined and rebound off the arm:
making it, I believe, impossible to properly secure a vessel to the mole, The harbour
now berths (9) nine vessels, and with the dredging, I suggest, would hold (4) four
more ; the Board’s Engineer’s plan certainly shows (11) eleven berths, but (5) five of
these with their sterns to the mole are doubtful.

4. Once, while in command of the Royal Indian Marine troopship Clive, the weather
here was very threatening, so much so that, about 4 in the afternoon, I sent a note on
shore in a catamaran to the late Captain Ta ylor, the then Master Attendant, that I was
off to sea. I left and anchored off the harbour with 90 fathoms of chain out ; it blew
very hard in the night; a Peninsular and Oriental steamer was in the harbour and
through having a portion of her machinery under repair could not Eroceed to sea, when
the Master Attendant’s signal was shown to do so shortly after I loft, Consequent]
in the night she dragged her anchors and came right up to the pier. There would have
been & different tale to tell if there had been a mole or arm across the harbour as now
suggested. As perfect as the breakwater is now, it would be quite possible for this to
happen again to a vessel berthed opposite to the entrance as that faces where the full
force of a cyclone comesdrom.

5. Sometime before the special Committee was appointed, Mr. Pinsent, the Board’s
Secretary, put forward a plan for a boat basin, warehouses, &o., opening from the
south wall. This was discussed by the then Chairman, he and the members of the
Board deciding that nothing should be attempted until the harbour was completed
and the effects of a heavy cyclone proved.

6. Mr. Pinsent’s plan commended itself to me as being self-contained and not
interfering with the harbour. Should the trade of Madras ever warrant docks being
made, their key will be there in the boat harbour of his plan.
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7. 1 think a T headed jetty run out from the north arm Hongs sbugh

any vessel that comes here, one on_ either s

gnenoross the T head, with buoy heud and sters

all of them on bows and sterns,

wonl‘d,.pr‘evex‘xt any strain or 'bsz}"?ndgv .:in the i v,

would be of immense service ; the j ty to ]m;

double lines of rails and built as lightly as possible

epsuring strength, and constructed with serew ile
to prevent any accumulation of silt. There ﬁ'ol:lld

be very few days through the year that it could not
be used, and with perfect safety might be worked

from September to May, as there is not the slj ntest
southerly swell during that period. e

8. In conclusion I would bring to ice

Madras not being a terminal port, ihipsl:;:::: tth?) v

« coal and oil never discharge a full cargo, and | sn
not remember a case of one coming o load :

entire cargo; consequently the stay of vessels ha.;-n

1&‘ sli)orti;x;3 thyfot:lglgh ltihigb the greater number of berth:

e better ; if the harbour is ill be

13, by the A-1 plan 11. e bt e WL

Endorsement in the Marine Department, No. 1956, dated 21st gy s
i O gE s & st 1895, on
letter from the Presidency Port Officer No. 1761 9 gus '
August 1895. ’ /227 G., dated 16th

No. 829 D.
Note by the Chief Engincer, Public Works Department.
I do not consider that the objections raised by the Presidency Port Officer to the

plan recommended by the Harbour Improvements Committee should be allowed to

outweigh the unanimous recommendation of a Committee constituted as that one was,
and including no less than four experienced Engineers.

9. Nor do I see that the proposed plan would result in any appreciable reduction
of the available berthing space inside the harbour ; or that its execution need inter-
fere with dredging where such an operation was desirable, provided no dredging was
undertaken within a reasonable distance (50 feet would probably be sufficient) of
the rubble base on which the various walls are built.

3. The plan referred to in paragraph & of the Port Officer’s letter was one of
those considered by the Committee and unanimously rejected in favour of the one
recommended.

4. I observe that the plan submitted by the Port Officer shows the arm covering
the entrance to the canal extended southwards to the line of the present screw pile
pier ; this forms no part of the Committee’s present proposal, but is only alluded to as
a possible future extension.

5. I am of opinion that considering the thorough and exhaustive manner in
which the subject was discussed by the Committee and the unanimous nature of their
conclusions, it would be very inadvisable to re-open the question,

6. I observe that the Port Officer speaks of the scheme approved by the Com-
mittee as Mr. Pogson’s; it was the Committee’s, Mr. Pogson’s functions b(.:ing limited
to drawing out the plans in proper style and working out the estimates of cost, which
he did in a most satisfactory manner ; so far as the scheme could be said to be that of
any individual, it was Mr. Chambers’.

(Signed) J. PENNYCUICK, Col., R.E.,

24th Aungust 1895. Chief Engineer, P.W.D.
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From the Presidency Port Officer, dated 17th ~ _tember 1895, No. 1761/254 G-

C der W. POWELL, R.I.M., Presidency Port Officer, Madras, to
metheonbi‘tl?izrfl eS:zcretary o Groverument,, dated Madras, 2nd October 18’95,

No. 1761/276 G. ;

i ' . 2286, dated 26th September 1895

In reply to Marine Department memo. No : yii ; p §

tate that plan “ A-1” mentioned in paragraph 7 of the

- Kaarthrsbmegers: its«gf, inasmuch as it does not interfere with the

lommittee’'s report recommends its ; i
:vater space of ils)l?e harbour, excepting the covering arm to canal entrance, which is, I

suppose, a necessity. : pire ‘
PP(“, ’The boat basin on the south side in the sand is very similar to that proposed
by th.; Secretary and mentioned in my No. 1761/213 G. of 10th August 1895.
8. I am still of opinion that the harbour should be dredged as suggested in my

ted. Were this done and the T headed jetty constructed as proposed
g:tiil;: I}Z:&,‘fuf believe the requirements of the port, for the present, would be fully

met.

OrpEr—No. 41, Marine, dated 22nd January 1896.
Recorded with the remark that separate orders are being passed on the questions

discussed in these papers. ,
(True Extract.)

D. McNEIL CAMPBELL, Colonel, R.E.,
Joint Secretary to Government,

(Signed)

To the Presidency Port Officer.
Chairman, Harbour Trust Board.

”

Exd, T. K. Nurayvans Aiyangar,

Spere Copies
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