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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

MARINE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

From Commander H. A. STREET, R.LM., Presidency Port Officer, Madras, to
the Joint Secretary to Government, Marine Department, dated Madras, 18th
April 1896, No. 695/128 G.

With reference to G.O. No. 185, dated 19th March 1896, I regret that His

Excellency in Council should consider that the Wenlock has not been looked after

in a systematic manner, for from the records in my office it would appear to have
been the practice to dock the vessel always® once a year. The great expense con-
nected with sending the vessel to either Calcutta or Bombay for the purpose of being
docked has, no doubt, heen the cause of the vessel not having been docked once every
gix months. It is not always possible to dock at fixed intervals a vessel employed at
a considerable distance from a port at which there is a dock, and when sending her
to such port depends on the state of the weather at the time on the coast of India.
T would also point out that it is not at all unusual—even with men-of-war—to find
that a vessel requires docking to have her bottom cleaned prior to proceeding on
service, especially in cases where she has, like the Wenlock, been unemployed for some
considerable time.

9. The machinery of the Wenlock has always been kept in good working order,
as far as practicable, by the engineer of the vessel, and been overhauled when the
vessel has been docked.

3. Cochin would be an excellent port for the Wenlock during the south-west
monsoon and when unemployed, but it probably would be found impracticable to
send her there after the middle of April.

4. With respect to paragraph 3, I submit that the Presidency Port Officer should
be authorized to have the Wenlock docked, when practicable, once every six months,
either at Bombay or Calcutta. It is impossible to state what the expenses of sending
the vessel to either of these ports would be, for it depends on the distance of the port
at which the Wenlock might be working from either of the ports specified.

5. The Superintendent of Pearl Fisheries reports that the Margarita has not
been docked since her arrival at Tuticorin from Calcutta, but that she has been
beached twice annually to have her bottom cleaned and sea connections overhaunled.
‘the machinery is surveyed once a year by the chief engineer of any steamer that
might be in port at the time. I consider that she should be sent to Bombay once a
year—say early in Jannary—to be docked at the Government yard there.

OrvEr—No. 366, Marine, dated 22nd May 1896.
It is observed that the Wenlock has already been sent* to Bombay to be docked.

2 _ Her condition should be reported on six
G.0. No. 154, Marine, dated 9th March 1896, months after return from docking.
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