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" Remeasurement of Cargo
Declining to interfere with the discretion
of the Port Officer in the matter of the —
t Cochin. ¥
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

MARINE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers : —

From Messrs. Aspinwall and Company, Cochin, dated 3rd February 1896,
Letter from the Presidency Port Officer, dated 26th February 1896, No. 646/66 G,
p 5 5 2lst March N, 646/100 G.

Orper—No. 253, Marine, dated 16th April 1896,

The correspondence quoted above has arisen out of an order issned by the Port

They repre-
sent that, under the system adopted by the Port Officer, the carrying capacity of hoats
has practically been cut down about 2§ times less than what ‘it really is, and that
though this system may be necessary in surf-bound ports, it is not so in Cochin,
where the port is not surf-bound and boats travel in deep water from ship to
jetty ; and the latter being in the river there are no risks in landing. As an
argument in support of thqlr contention it is mentioned that a 1,000-ton vessel will
carry 2,000 tons dead weight, and though the merchants do not claim the same
proportionate carrying capacity for cargo boats, they urge that the principle of dead
weight and measurement capacities, even in cargo boats, should be recognized, and
allowance made for the exceptional circumstances of the Port of Cochin where the
dead weight capacity should, they consider, be calculated as being half as much again
as per measurement. .

2. The Presidency Port Officer was called on to consider these points and his
letter No. 646/100 G., dated 21st March 1896, is the reply. He points out that the
statement made as to the carrying capacity of boats being cut down 21 times is not
quite correot, that though the boats are no longer permitted to carry the same quan-
tity of cargo as formerly, the reduction has not been so great as represented, and that
the reduction actually made was necessary owing to the frequent jettisoning of cargo
from boats plying to and from the ships in the roadstead ; the boats having been
loaded with a greater quantity of dead weight cargo than they could safely carry.

pointed out that the Port officer i8, in his capacity of Registering officer, responsible
for deciding the safe load of boats, and that there is np proof that he has under.
estimated this load.

3. With regard to the contention of Messrs, Aspinwall and Company that Cochin
is not a “ surf-bound ” port, the Presidency Port.Oﬁieer points out that there is a bar

over which at times deeply laden boats find considerable difficulty in crossing safely,
and that boats are sometimes totally lost in crossing this bar,
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4. The comparison between the respective carryin

e g capacities of a d, ‘
and an open boat is said to be untenable, and it is pointed gut in conclusi?zl: ei:‘in;vt%t!hg
boat owners are not unanimous in considering that the action of the Port Officer az :

Cochin is likely to have a prejudicial effect on the trade of the port. |
9. On full consideration of all the circumstances, His Excellency the Governor in Ry

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Rzap the following

?nc;l;;(;i.l is not prepared to interfere with the discretion of the Port Officer in the é '
| R ,_ f " Prom Messrs. Aspinwall & Co.,Cochin,dated 3rd February 1896.
B Radorsenemt—+e the Presy,Port 0fficer, ModdiSeliowtdabipmytyldd-ti—iia iy,
|  Letter from/ R [ e No.646/66.G.,d/26th - do -
Under Secy. to Government, 1’ Badirto- -——do - Hovll? Herdated—Sil-laroh—4899.
LLetter from - do - No.646/8 100 G.,d/21st March '986,

The correspondence quoted above

P has arisen out of an order issued by
’ the Port Officer, Cochin, in conse-
L‘lﬂH quence of which all cargo boats have y
v {
[y Qb been remeasured and their carrying
To Messrs. Aspinwall and Company, Cochin, : : t
» the Presidency Port Officer. i ] capacity reduced where necessary. Se

veral of the merchants take exceptiomw
; | 8 to the method by which the carrying

5 E capacity is calculated.They represent
| that under the system adopted by the
Port Officer,the carrying capacity

of boats has practically been cut
down about 2% times less than what

it really is,and that though this
system may be necessary in.surf-boun&
ports,it is not so in Cochin, where mt éﬂ""
is not surf-bound and boats travel

Exd. Md, Pahilvan,
Spare Copies

. in deep water from ship to Jettysand
the latter being in the river there
are no risks in landing.As an argu-

_ thecr
ment in support of g contention
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it is mentioned that 4 1000 ton
vessel will carry 2000 tons dead
weight, and though the merchants do
not claim the Same Proportionate
carrying Capacity for Cargo boats,
they urge that the Principle mé of
dead weight ang Mmeasurement capa ~
cities, even in, cargo boats, should
be recognised, and allowance made
for the eXceptional circumstances
of the Port of Cochin, where the
dead weight capacity should,they
consider,be calculated as being
hal®f as much again as per measure -
ment,

oy The Presidency Port Officer
was called on to consider these
points and his letter No.646/100 g,
dated 21st March 1896 is the reply.
He points out that the statement
made as to the carrying capacity of
boats being cut down 2% timee is

not quite correct, that though the
boats are no longer permitted to

carry the same quantity of cargo as
formerly, the reduction has not been

80 great as represented'and that the
reduction actually made was neces-
sary owing to the frequent Jettison-
ing of cargo from boats Plying to ang
from the ships in th; roadsteadsthe
boats having been loaded with a
greatb} quantity of dead weight cargb

than they could safely carry, Thig

statement

Messrs. Aspinwall & Co.Ceclie
The Presy.Port Officer,

statement is supported by a return
Prepw:v. Jy the Port Offdicer showing
a long list of boats compellied to
jettison cargo between January and
August 1895.It is pointed out that
the Port Officer is,in his capacity

of Registering Offi#icer —responsible

f
for deciding the safe load of boats,
and that there is no proof that he
has underestimated this load.
1 With regard to the contention
of Messrs.Aspinwall & Co.that Cochin
is not a"surf-bound"port, the Presi-
dency Port Officer points out that
there is a bar over which at times
deeply laden boats find considerable
difficulty in crossing safely, and
that boats are sometimes totally 1o0sb
in crossing this bar. TR
4., The comparison between the
respective carrying capacities of a
decked vessel and an open boat is
said to be untenable,and it is point«
ed-ouvksn conclusion that the boat
owners are not unanimous in consi-
dering that the action of the Port
Off?zfgfis likely to have a prejudi~-
cial effect on the trade of the Port.
L On full consideration of all

the circumstances, His Excellency the

Governor in Council is not prgpared
to interfere with the Gt Of

. the Port Officer in the matter,
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M. WOODHOUSE, Esq,

Port Officer,

COCIIIN.
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18t Arrir 1896,

No. 254, Maring,

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

MARINE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

Petition from Mrs, ELIZAB ETH P()TTINGER, 12. Grosvenor Road, Twicken-
ham, Middlesex, to His Excellency the Governor of Madras, dated 26th
February 1896.

Mr. Pottinger has had a letter from the Governor of Pondicherry, stating that
the body found in that place, and buried in Iy son’s name, was that of a native
fisherman, recognized at once by his own family and {riends in his village, I appeal
to you to have a closer inquiry made as to the remains interred at Negapatam. [
should be so thankful if you would also make inquiries at N agore, where fishermen
say they saw my son’s boat. I also beg of you to hold an impartial inquiry as to the
Captain’s and Officer’s conduct of the S.8. Meenatchy, on board of which vessel my
son was 3rd Officer at the time of his disappearance,

My husband has already vwrit en to the 1st and 2nd Officers of the Meenatchy
to give an account of the accideat, but can get no answers ; also to the clerk
Mr. Martin, but no answer from him. I have been three times to the London Office
to procure the address of a lady who could give information, and they refused it me,
until a detective from Scotland Yard obtained*it for me.

Captain Phillips has cast the blame on my son in order to screen himself. [t i
not true that my son returned to his ship, turned the lascars oyt and deliberately
went bout-sailing against orders; also the Captain said he told him on the day of the
aceident, in the presence of ‘the Officers, he was not to take the bhoat out without two
lascars. If this is so, the two Officers were responsible for allowing him to leave
the ship’s side, but I have been told the orders were never given. My son had per-
mission to go boat-sailing with Mr. Edwards and returned to the ship at his request
to speak to the 2nd Officer. After tea my son asked Mr. Edwards to go out again,
but be refused, in the presence of Mr. Clarke, 2nd Officer, who was playing chess
with Mr. Edwards at the time,

The Captain and Officers saw him in the boat and also knew that he dig not
intend going far. No boat was put out that night, or the hext morning, the
Captain’s excuse being that the night was dark and Mr. Pottinger’s ‘boat having no

The Meenatcly left port six hours earlier than usual in order, the Captain says,
to seek for the boat, but in reality cut off all chunces of saving my son.

At 5 p.a, the 3rd September, the Agents wrote saying that my son’s boat was
supposed to have been sailing eastwards from Nagore. If a proper search party had
been formed, they must have known who was in that boat, No means were taken to
bring him back and I was coolly told that he was an able-bodied man with oars in
his boat and could easily get back. As the boat was full of water or capsized this

~was in.possible, and I would ask you of what use are port-boats and life-boats if they

are not to help those who are in danger. There is no doubt that my son’s life has been
sacrificed through the negligence of the Company’s servants.

There was only a boy with my son and Mr. Edwards in the boat on that

m orning
.
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No. g MaRiNE, 181H Aerin 1896,

MARINE DEPARTMENT.

LETTER—t0

Tre Riear HoNoURABLE THE SECRETARY or STATE ror INDIA.

My Logp,

In continuation of the correspondence ending with our despatch No. 1, Marine,
dated 8th February 1896, we have the honour to forward, for your Lordship’s infor-
mation, the accompanying copy of a letter from the mother of the late Mr. Pottinger
and to request that the writer may be informed that everything possible has . been
done by the Government which is likely to throw light on the circumstances attend-
ing her son’s death; that all the information collected has already been sent to the
India Office where it can, with your Lordship’s permission, be seen ; and that, if any
additional particulars are hereafter discovered, they will be similarly communicated.

We have the honour to be,
My Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble servants,

(Signed) A, E. HAVELOCK.
( » ) H W. BLISS,
(-5 Y 0, GROUSE

OOTACAMUND,
18th April 1896,

Kxd. T. K. Narayana Aiyangar.
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Fndorsement from the

March 1896,on petition

trom Mrs.Elizabeth Pottinger, 12.Grosvenor Road

P. W, DerParTMNENT.

REeap the followmg :—

Twickenham, Middlesex,dated 26th February 18986.

FOR ORDERS.

This unfortunate case seems to
have been as closely investigated as
the circumstances permitted afterthe
lapse of time at which it was report-
ed to the British Police Authoritieq
and the Government can apparently do
nothing fmxkkae further to throw
light on the matter.

2. The imputations against the
e
Captain of the Meanatchy.cannotvéf

substantiated, be taken cognisance of

by Government.

i ik The present letter may perhaps
[

| be communicated to the India Office
\ with a request that the writer may

\ * be informed that everything possible

has been done which is likely to

( throw light on the circumstances at- :
tending her son's death, that alj the
information colliected has already
been sent to the India Office where

it can,with the permission of

the @




Secretary of State, be Seen, and that ~
if any additional particulars are

A

hereafter brought to'n they =

will be similarly communicated.

engage in an independent corres-
pondence with private persons at

Home in regard to this affair.

’AQ/____.
/ ’%/'/ .:{//’/
“’v .

4, It does not seem desirable to Vsl
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TRANSFERRED to the Chief Secretary to

Government for disposal.

(By Order.)
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Pri?jte Secretary.
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