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No. 247, MarinNg, 91H Arrin 1896.

$ GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

MARINE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

From W. A. WILLOCK, Esq., Collector of Vizagapatam on other duty, to the

|
Joint Secretary to Government, Marine Department (through the Presidency 1
Port Officer), dated 20th March 1896. s {

I have the honour to bring the following matter to the notice of Government.

2. In placing the East Coast Railway in connection ‘with the landing place at |
Vizagapatam, a cutting was made through the rocky hill, called Rosse’s Hill, which
runs along the north side of the entrance to the backwater. This cutting was about
seventy feet deep in places and the rock turned out much more faulty and unsound than
was expected, and during the first few months it was in use, it was frequently blocked
by falls of stone. 1t was therefore decided to make an alternative line across the
swamp to the inland extremity of Rosse’s Hill and along its southern face. This
involved crossing the arm of the backwater which stretohes up by the back of the
Collector’s office to the old magazine. This arm, though small compared with the

o T —

total area of the backwater, contains a very considerable water-spread at high water ¥
and to block up or seriously contract the entrance to it would exercise a most detri- ¢
mental effect on the volume of the tidal flow'across the bar and so affect the work of ((
the port, possibly very seriously. I therefore objected to this project; but, on the

railway officials undertaking to earry the line (which was only intended to be a tem-
porary one) across the backwater on wooden piles, I withdrew my objection. To the £

best of my recollection I put what had passed on the subject on record in the shape
of a letter to the Chief Engineer.

3. This occurred as well as I can remember early in 1893, On my return to
the district last November I had no occasion to visit this part of the town and had no ‘
idea that any action had ever been taken by the railway towards constructing this j
bridge, being under the impression that the Government of India had finally nega- o
tived the alternative approach to the beach. At the end of January I happened to go jid
round there and found, to my surprise, that a bridge had actually been constructed foul
which did not ut all conform to the promises made by the Chief Kngineer and Manager, g
I also noticed some suspicious looking iron piping on the spot. I ordered my head
clerk to look up the correspondence but had to proceed to the Agency two or three
days later. The head clerk was unable to find the letter and I lot the matter stand

over till my return, and in the hurry of preparing to hand over charge, overlooked it
when I got back to Waltair.

4. I have just come down from Vizagapatam with Mr. I7. R. Bell, Consulting

Engineer to the Government of India, and he confirms my suspicions that the Railway
authorities propose to block up the arm of the backwater altogether, merely leavin

pipes for the drainage of rain water. He also entirely confirms my recollection of tha

: promise made to me by the Railway authorites when the project first attracted my
attention at which time he was Chief Engineer of the part of the line under constryg.

tion, 8o far as we can remember there was a distinet understanding that there wag
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Z ? to be a clear waterway of at least 200 feet which included all the deep water chanpe],

% : L0 e o 5. Mr. Thorowgood in his report on the harbour has laid great stress on the
g T e e necessity of preserving most carefully every acre of tidal water-spread and eyen
T - e L adding to the present area by artificial excavation. Without map I cannot te]}

what the tidal area which the railway is now cutting off, amounts to; but I do not
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minution. I have
steps be taken to have the work

think that it can be far short of figt R i :
therefore the honour to suggest 5; ];i!’e?;n v;llggli; tl: a very serious di
stopped and the waterway brought b
must have been started undep the instructio
privilege leave), who was g party to the op

aware of the bearing to which if mygt exercise on the interests of the port, and if the
)

railway is required to remove the obstruecti :
but itself for the loss of money involved, e ot see that it can blame Sy one

—

No. 1497/108 G.

Mabgas, (Signed) H. A. STREET, Comdr, R.I.M
23rd March 1896. Pres’ideney Port, Officer. ’

Oroer—No. 247, Marine, dated 9th April 1896, i

His Excellency the Governor in Council desires that the Railway authoriti
called on for a full report in this matter, Y authorities be
i

(True Extract.)

Under Secy. to Government, 1‘

 To the PresidencydPort B(})ﬂieer. o
'» Superintending Engineer, I Circle.
:,’ Bmwaay Branch. ,

Exd. Shaik Karim.
Spare Copies
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