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Shipping Casunalties

Agpzoving the instruetions drawn up by
the Presidency Port Officer in regard to the

investigation of —, and circulating them
- for the guidance of officers concerned.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

MARINE DEPARTMENT. l
REap—the following paper :— z_
From Commander H. A STREET, R.I.M., Presidency Port Officer, Madras, to R |
the Joint Secretary to Government, Marine Department, dated 24th Feb-
ruary 1896, No. 64 G. !
I beg to bring to notice that no instructions exist for the guidance of Port it "
officers in this Presidency in connection with the report which is required from a Port i
officer under section 6 of Act V of 1883. As such instructions seem necessary, I AR
have drawn up for approval the accompanying draft instructions which are similar to f_’
a great extent to those laid down by the Government of Bengal for the guidance of ’
3. the Port Officer, Calcutta, in regard to the same matter, 1.
2. At present, an out-port Port officer and the Deputy Conservator, Madras, ‘ ?
% merely report that a casualty has occurred and state whether they consider a formal g
enquiry necessary or not, but hold no informal preliminary enquiry as is the custom e
in Bengal ; and thus the Presidency Port Officer has nothing to guide him in advising ' é
Government on the matter beyond the bare report of the Port officer or Deputy i
Conservator. ‘ §
Excrosure. ; I8

Inestigations into shipping casuallies.

When a Jreport regarding a shipping casualty is received, or when it comes to a Port officer’s
knowledge that a casualty as described in section 6 (1) (a) to (¢) of Act V of 1883 has oceurred,
he will hold, as soon as possible afterwards, an informal preliminary investigation, exercising, in
doing 8o, the powers conferred on him by section 9 of Act VI of 1891, and will submit without

delay the proceedings of such enquiry with a report on the matter to the Presidency Port
Officer.

2. This investigation which is entirely énformal and not bound by any laws of evidence or
rules o%re, is to be of such a searching character as to render the report to be thereon
drawn up 1 and sufficient a statement of the whole case as will enable the Government to
determine whether it is requisite to direct a Jormal investigation under Act V of 1883 to be held.

3. The objects of an enquiry into a casualty to any vessel are —

(i) to determine whether the casualty or accident was caused by any previously unknown
danger or by insufficiency of lights in view to the adoption of -measures to prevent l
the recurrence of similar accidents ; _ '

(ii) to determine whether the accident was due to the incompetency of the Master, Mates
or Engineers or to default or negligence on their part, in view to dealing with their
certificates of competency in accordance with the law 3 .

(iii) to determine whether any offence was committed under any law in force in British \

India in view to the offender being brought to trial before a proper court in accord-
ance with the law;

4. In conducting an informal enquiry a Port officer will bear in mind that—

(a) he may, if necessary, examine upon oath, but he will probably seldom find it neces-
sary o do so; and that the depositions taken on oath should be as nearly as possible
verbatim and signed by the deponent.

(8) The evidence s to be taken in writing in all cases where there is any point which it is
important to establish, or any question of fact in dispute, or doubt.

(¢) All statements taken in writing, whether made on oath or not, are to be certified to
by the Port officer as taken by him.

(@) In all cases of casualties arising from avoidable cuuses, the report and statement of
the evidence bearing on the point should be full and complete,
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

< 5, The report will assume one of £wo forms—
YR will be to the effect that no blame attaches to any one and no further enquiry is
needed ; or ;
@) It will state that a further formal enquiry appears necessary ; that blame prima
Jacie attaches to some one—either Master, Mate or Engineer of the vessel, or Pilot
or Harbour Master of the port —or thet the circumstances attending the casualty
int to some defect in the vessel.
In case (2) the Port officer will order the detention of such witnesses as are necessary for
the proper olucidation of the facts.
6. Bach deponent should be examined as soon after the casualty as possible, and geparately :

(a) No one is to be in the room during the examination except the deponent and the
Port officer or officer authorized to conduct the examination, but a represonta.tive of
the vessel concerned may be also admitted at the Port officer’s discretion. The

interpreter (if any) is to be appointed by the Port officer, and must be independent
of, and in no way connected with, the owners, master, agents, under-writers, &e , of
the ship or cargo Tf nocessary, an oath is to be administered to the interpreter to
interpret according to the best of his skill and ability. <

() Ifa deponent shows & disinclination to answer qu ions of which he may reasonably

be expected to have knowledge, a note should pe made to that effect.

7. In the case of a casualty to a foreign vessel, the representative of the State under whose

P ﬂsg the vessel sailed should be asked whether he has any objection to an enquiry being held,
o
of i

Reap the following

. 'J i \ 3
From th% Rti‘es%,fort Officer,Ma.dra.s,No.64 G.,dated o4th Febrmary 1896. i - \3

e
His Excellency the Governor in g..—

Council approves the instructions B!

, should he objeet, {he matter is to be at once reported to the Presidency Port Officer in view
drawn up by the presidency Port Of fi-

t being placed before Government.

ot LA

/ cer.They will be circulated for the \

Oup-x—No. 170, Marine, dated 14th March 1896. -

His Excellency the Governor in Council approves the instructions drawn up by
the Presidency Port Officer. They will be circulated for the guidance of officers

whose duty it is to investigate shipping casualties in this Presidency.

. (True Extract.)

guidance of Officers whose duty it

ig to investigate shipping casual-

ties in this Presidencys
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Under Secy. to Government. i gl
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To the Presidency Port Officer, with file of papers returned.
,  Chairman, Harbour Trust Board.

Exd. T. K. Narayana Aiyangar. |
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LA Phe Presy.Port Officer with 1

S ) file of papers returned.

i i Chairman, Harbour Trust Board.
{ (40—4,000—2-11-95.)
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Financial Department

ROCEEDINGS : MADRAS GOVERNME Nzﬂfr
Read the f'ollowing paper:-

Endorsement of the Marine Department, dated 28th.
February 1896, No.l05 E, on letter from the Presidency Port
Officer, Madras, dated 18th. February 1896, No. 1412 G, stath
stating that funds are available under the Mangalore Landing
and Shipping Dues to meet the claims of lr.Walch.
e e AL S i
ORDER, No, 149, dated 7th. March 1896,
The Accountant General is authorised to dis-
burse from Landingvand Shipping dues the remuneration of

33;1,500 sanctioned in G.0.No.41l9 Marine dated lst. November
1894.

Y

(True extract )

Ag;'Aséﬁt: Secretary
' Chief Secretary.
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