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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

MARINE DEPARTMENT.

Reanp—the following papers :—

From F. D’A. O. WOLFE-MURRAY, Esq., Acting Collector of the Vizagapatam
District, to the Chief Secretary to Government (through the Presidency
Port Officer), dated 25th December 1894, R.C. No. 4258.

In his report on the inspection of the [Ol'ts and light-houses in the Madras Presi-
dency, Captain Street, the Acting Presidency Port Officer, remarked that the reclamation
of the foreshore at Vizagapatam should be taken in hand as soon as funds for the purpose
could be made available and that sheds should be built as soon as possible for the recep-
tion of cargo brought down by the railway for shipment, and the Government directed
that a full report should be submitted on the subject—zide G.O., No. 173, Marine, dated
12th May 1894. A report was accordingly prepared by the Port Officer, Vizagapatam,

" and submifted to the Presidency Port Officer with my endorsement, R. C. No. 4258, of

1894, dated 11th December 1894, urging the necessity for the reclamation of the fore-
shore, and I believe the latter officer hus already submitted it to Government with his
strong support.

2. A deputation, as per list enclosed, of the leading Furopean and Native merchants
of Vizagapatam waited on me on the 19th instant and requested that the reclamation
scheme might be taken up in combination with another scheme under contemplation by
the railway authorities in regard to the port and its improvements. They are all quite
in favour of the scheme and desired that it should be tuken up at once, so that it might
be ready for the approaching jaggery season.

3. The railway authorities contemplate reclaiming the foreshore from near the
Government cranes to the Turner Pantoon bridge as shown in the plan and building
godowns for the reception of cargo and making some other minor improvements at a
cost of Rs. 1,01,884. As to the first item they desire to be helped with a "grant from
the Landing and Shipping fees as the improvements are mainly for the benefit of the
port on the distinet understanding however that the land, when reclaimed, becomes the
property of the port, notwithstanding that railway money 1is to be spent for the purpose.
They undertake to carry out the work through their departmevtal engineers. The
advantage of this joint action is obvious, as it would cost far more if action were taken
separately, and the Port, of course, possesses no such enginecring skill to carry out its
part of the work. The necessity for these improvements 1s fully borne out by Captain
Street’gs shown above. As the landing place and the railway terminus are now situ-
ated at some distance from each other, the shippers are put to considerable unnecessary
expense and inconvenience by having to get their cargo carried from place to place.
These will be avoided by the proposed improvements as the waggons can be emptied
easily into the boats themselves and vice veisd, thus affording much greater facilities
for the landing and shipping of cargo at this port. A great saving will be effected
to the merchants in cooly-hire alone, to say nothing of the better quality of jaggery
owing to its being free from sand. The saving will be about 9 pies on each bag
shipped, and I understand that about 10 lakhs of bags are shipped here every year.

. 4. The railway authorities build the godowns or sheds at their own cost and
will eventually gladly make them over to the Landing and Shipping Fees Committee
on payment of their cost as funds admit, and will then, when that cost is paid, have
no further claim to them or the ground on which they stand.

5. A plan and an estimate have been prepared in consultation with the Engineer-
in-Chief, East Coast Railway, and they are enclosed for the information of Govern-
ment. The reclamation alone is estimated to cost Rs. 41,784, half of which is to be
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borne by the Landing and Shipping Fees Committee and the other half by the railway.
The committee can well afford to meet this expenditure. It has now Rs. 15,000 to
1%15 credit with a monthly income of fees ranging from Rs. 700 to Rs. .1,060. It
’; 1-?2?52:1?1};5?“8 to lay by a considerable sum of money by the time the Rs. 15,000
6. If the trade at Vizagapatam is to be encouraged, arr

to reduce the distance between the railway terminusgan:i.athint%f:tl:nstz zlsm;;%ddli)?nri?x?gl?
the costs as much as possible and to afford much greater facilities for shipment of
goods. I have myself seen the place several times and consider that the reclamation
of the foreshore as mz;rked in the plan is absolutely necessary and should be com-
menced at once ; it will also be advantageous from a marine point of view as it will
cause a stronger scour of tide to run up and down the channel. The merchants are
also anxious that the work should be pushed on with all possible expedition. I have
the honour therefore to recommend that the project be approved and sanctioned and
the orders of Government communicated to me by wire so that there may be no delay
1 commencing the work which the railway authorities are very anxious to commence
80 as to have all ready for next scason.
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From‘ Commander W. POWELL, R.LM., Presidency Port Officer, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 8th January 1895, No. 1497-3-G.

With reference to paragraph 8 of G.O., Marine, No. 178, dated 12th May 1894,
I received from the Collector of Vizagapatam the accompanying endorsement
No. 4258, dated 11th Deccmber 189+, on copy of a letter which had already been
forwarded to me by the Vizagapatam Port Officer. From this, and from a letter since
received from the Collector to the address of Government, and hercwith transmitted
w§th its enclosures, it will be seen that the proposed reclamation of the foreshore at
Vizagapatam is unanimously cousidered a matter of urgent necessity in view of the
facilities which it will afford for the shipment of goods. With this view I concur
and submit the matter for the favorable consideration of Government.

2. The estimated cost of the proposed reclamation is Rs. '41,784, one-half_ of
which the Collector recommends to be met by a grant from the Vizagapatam Landing
and Shipping Dues fund. In connection with this I beg to state, for the information
of Government, that the balance to the credit of this fund on 30th November 18V4
was Ks. 15,143 so that the 15,000 rupees asked for by the Collector can be allotted

at once and the balance from time to time as fees are realised.
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OrbER—dated 28th January 1895, No. 37, Marine.
The following telegram has been despatched to the Collector, Vizagapatam :—
37 ~/ Your 4258, 25th December. Proposals reclamation foreshore approved. Order follows.”

9. The Government trusts that the work will be carried out as expeditiously as
possible. The Collector will take an agreement from the railway authorities to
“ prevent any question arising after the completion of the work.
3. Tt is understood that the amount to be contributed from Landing and Shipping
Dues is Rs. 20,392, of which over Rs. 15,000 is immediately available.

(True Extract.)
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Chief Secretary.

To the Collector of Vizagapatam, .
with three plans and an estimate,

Presidency Port Officer, with one enclosure.

» Financial Department.

”

Exd. 8. J. Pereira.
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