


PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

'MARINE DEPARTMENT.

7th November 1876. No. 460.

Boatr RuLEs. -

No.13.  Read the followmg letter from J. H TAYLOR Esq ks Lmntenant

~ R.N.R, Master Attendant, Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Govern-

ment, dated?dadms, 18th October 1876, No. 7283 :— ' ;
Administrative Department. :

I have the honor, in concurrence with the Collector of Mahba.r, to solicit the sanction of His
Grace the Governor in Council to certain tnodxﬁcahonu in the Miscellaneous Boat Regulations in
force at the port of Cochin with a view to bring the boats and their owners more under the
immediate control and management of the Master Attendant in order to improve their genera’
efficiency, which at present cannot be said to be satisfactory.

2. The sc.edule of rates laid down by Government appears to be a dead letter so far as the
mereantile firms are con~~mcuy, and the result is thai the iarger European firms, by outbidding
the smaller vnes; Wanage wmouopolize the greater numbor of boats, and on steamer days the
Master Attendant finds himself literallyunable to secure the services of a single boat. The boat-
ownerl poutxvely refuse to let their boats except to such firms as pay the highest rates regardlesl

Rules, of the existence of which they are apparently ignorant. Nome of the boats

red crews ; in fact, the men plying in them refuse to register themselves for fear of

na the Boat Rules. They are fishermen, and come principally from a village

about fifty miles south of Cochin; arriving before the season commences and

leaving for their homes as soon as the port i is closed by the south-west monsoon ; so that, however
desirable, and even naeeuary it may be to reglster the crsw:of each boat as reqnn-ed by the Boat
emﬁ for the imnen ~and it is not

3 qu th@re is another d:ﬁenlty expeneneed at Cochxﬁ_m connectian nth thoboat system,
which ougﬁt to, and can be remedxed 'i'he bpah in the mner htrbor He?soattered over tho

t #umomm‘s'nehee” ; :
r is making arrangements for fixing the exact mte 'for the

and in themean while I respectfully solicit the early sanction of Government to its estab-
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