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Proceedings of the Madras Governmént, Marine Department,
9th April 1862,

Read the following papers :i—
From M. JAGGAH ROW, Commissioner of Vizagapatam;to T. PYCROFT
Isq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 24th January 1862 ;

No.- 25,

1. Having finished the enquiry in Captain Meppcn's' case, 1 have the honor to forward by

this day’s Banghy, all the recards connected with it, as particulariZed in the acompanying list
and beg you will be good enou h to lay them as well as this report, before Government o

9. The charge preferred by the prosecutor G. Bhavannarraidu, consists of four articles :

Firste That Captain R. W. Meppen, Master Attendant of Vizagapatam, detained bis Brig
= B

Stree * Pardasaradhi,” for three days, from being taken out of the river.

That there was no ostensible cause for the vessel's detention, as stated by th
o ave e

Second.

Master Attendant.
‘Third. That he did not give permission for Boats, to take the vessel from the river, until

he got 15 Rupees, through the medium of his Writer.
Fourth. That he did not go on Board the Brig Stree * Pardasaradhi” nor suxvey her.

3. The Defendant pleaded not guilty to all thie above four articles.

4. Fifteen witnesses were examined for the prosecutor, four for the Defendant, and one

for my own satisfaction.
The 1st witness for the prosecutor, syrang of the Brig “ Pardasaradhi," states, that up-
wards of a year ago, the prosecutor presented an application to the defendant for Boats, but the
latter refused to give them; that on the next day, the prosecutor took him and the 2nd witness
to the defendant’s house, from whence he sent him to the vessel, with instructionsto keep every
thing in readiness, telling him in the meantime, that he would obtain permission from the defen-
Jdant, for- Boats 5 thatthe ?roneeucor,subwqucutly.cnm,e to him. and informed him, that the
defendant had not granted him permission; and that ou the following day, he and the 2nd wit-
t to the defendant’s house, and made known to him,

ness, at the request of the prosecutor, wen
the prosecutor’s requisition for Boats, but the defendant refused to allow them. The 2nd wit-

ness, Goomastah of the Brig, corroborates the statement of the Ist, as to the defendant having
refuséd to comply with the request of the prosecator for Boats, on the day he presented the applic-'
cation, and also to his having withheld allowing Boats, when he and the lst witness desired him
on the third day, to give them fer the prosecutor ; and he adds, that the defendant had likewise
refased the request of the prosecutor for Boats, on the second day. The 6th witness deposes,
that one or two months about a year ago, he was present, when the defendant refused to aliow
Boats to the prosecutor, while the former was going to the Sea Custom Office.. The Tth witness
avers, that in the month of Septemberor October 1860, the defendant had refused to give Boats
to the prosecutor, when the latter asked him for them, on the Beach. The 10th 1ith 15th 18th
10th and 20th witnesses depose, to the fact of the prosecutor having, during the time above alluded
to, complained before them respectively, that the defendant had detained his Beig, By the evi-
I am of opinion, that the first article is established.

3

dence of these witnesses,
6. The lstibth 6th 18th and 19th witnesses state, that if Boats had been furnished during
the time in question, the Brig would have safely passed the river, The 10th witness deposes,
that during the time in question, the weather was favorable, for the vessel being taken to the Sea;
and that he was then shipping cargo on his own vessel. The 20th witness swears, that if Boats
had been given during the days under notice, the vessel would have safely passed the river; and
that although there were occasional clouds and rain in those days, still they were not suffigient
to hinder the vessel, from passing the river, The 4th witness asserts, that during the days in-
question, he saw Boats going to, and coming from the Sea. Ofghese, the 10th 18th 19th and 20th -
witnesses, are respectable Merchants, and 1 do not doubt their veraeity. It is quite manifest
from the 45 Boat Notes, No. I which T'have obtained from the Collector's Catcherry at the re-
quest of the prosecutor, that Boats were, in the days abovementioned, pussing to and coming
from the Sea to the river. By the evidence and exhibits above deseribed, I believe, the second

A

article is established.

*
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7. The lst witness deposes, that on the fourth day after the application was presented,
the Writer of the defendant, having stated, that if 15 Rupeet should be paid by the presecutor,
he would give him Boats ; the prosecutor accordingly, paid the money, and obtained permissi
from him for Boats. The 2nd 3rd 4th and 7ih witnesses, verify the testimony of the Ist. By
the evidence of these witnesses, the third article in my opinion is substantiated,

n

8. The 1st witness deposes, that the defendant had never gone on Board the Brig; and
that he himself used to go ou Board of her, every day in the morning, and return at 4 o'clock in
the evening during the time she was tiding at anchor. The 2nd witness avers, that either afier
the Brig went to the Sea or before she sailed, he never saw the defendant going on Board of
her, nor did the Lascars or others tell him so ; and that if he had been on Board the

said vessel,
the crew would have told him of it, he being Goomastah.

9. The onus of disproving the statement of the prosecutor, that the Defendant ha
ther gone on Board the Brig “* Pardasaradhi,” nor surveyed her, entirely rests on the latter ; but
instead of having offered to do 80, he stated in his letter 10 the Collector, dated 19tk July 1861,

No. 190, “ If the Office Peon be called, he may state as to
my having sent him on Board, to have the decks of the
vessel cleared, to measure her on my return frog the * Dal.
hovsie,” further than this, T am unable to disprove the complaint.”  Afrer having
1 wonder the defendant has now brought in three witnesses, (2nd 3rd and 4th for th
adduced evidence from them to the effect, that he had first gone on Board the Steamer “ Dal-
housie,” and then on Board the Brig *“ Pardasaradhi,” in a Boat No. 5, and measured the Jatter
vessel. Itherefore hold the evidence of the said three witnesses, to be unworthy of eredit.

16.- The exhibit G, purporting to' be a letter addressed to the defendant, by Captain
Hopkins of the Steamer * Dalhousie,” shows, that the defendant had, on or about the 18th Sep-
tember 1860, while on Board theaa_i_‘@ Steamer, mentioned to the said Captain, that he had (o g0
on Board of a Native vessel ; and that he was going 10 do so after he left the « Dalhousie™; and
that o the oceasion, he left her sooner inconsequence than he would have done. From this,
it does not appear, that the defendunt had even mentioned the name of the Native vessel to the
Captain, nor the purpose for which he had to go on Board of her ; hence, T believe that the letter
is of no avail whatever, to the defendant,

d nei-
# Vide Page 6 of the Book €.

declared th us,
e defence) and

11. - Under the foregoing circumstances, 1 consider that the fourth article is like
lished.

12, The 1st witness for the defendant states, that 3 or 4 months upwards of opne vesr
ago, the prosecutor presented an arzee to - the defendant, ong the fourth day after the ful)
moon, to permit his vessel to be taken out of the river ; that under the instructions of the lat
ke sounded the depth of the water over the bar on the next day; but that the water not being
sufficient, the Sea being rough, and it having showered, occasionally accompanied wig, wind, (],z
said vessel could not pass the river that day; and that on the following day, she Was stecred by
him to the roadstead. The witness states, that he does not recollect if he ha
vessel to the sea, between the full moon, and the day on which prosecutor’s v
Then, T wonder how he remembers that he had steered the * Pardasaradhi; *
the application was presented by the prosecutor to the delendent; was the fourth 3ay e ihe
full moon; and that the depth of the water over the bar, was quarter less five culigs, Fog thr‘sr:
reasons, and his single evidence not being sufficient to set aside, that of a number of witnes;c;
for the Prosecutor, who depose that the Brig could have salely passed the river, Sses
furnished during the time in question, his evidence in my opinion, is entitled 1o ve
credit, |

wise estab-

b e
L,

d steered any other
essel wasqaken ouit,
]

that the day on which

if Boats were
ry little or no

13.  From the weekly report Book of the wind and weather marked E
on the 4th September 1860, on which the Prosecutor presented his application to the
there was strong wind accompanied with heavy rain, - and on the 5th and Gth, he
rain; but as the 4th witness for the Prosecutor says, that the
the sea during the days under notice; the 0., witness,

2 it appears, that

defendant,
avy showers of
d eoming from
that the  weather then was favorable,

saw boats going to an

<
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“tor the Brig being taken out to the sea, and that l.'le was at the time shippi'ng cargo on his own
vessdl, sl thii 20th witness, that if Boats Were given in t,l?ose days, the Png would nave‘s:.xfe!y
passed the river ; and that there were cloucs and ram\occasmna”y at the time but nc:t suﬁx‘cxent,
to hinder the vessel from passing the river; and as it appears from the 45 Boat Notes, No, 1,
mentioned in paragraph 6, that Boats were therx actuallfv gomg to and coming from the sea, 1
believe the wind and showers of rain alluded to in the said book, were not 0. strong as to pre-
vent vessels passing from the river to the sea.
14, While T was examining the 9th witness fnr _the Dfosecumr, the defendant gquestioned
“him, “.did- the prosecutor ofter you an‘y bribe for giving evidence in his favor” ? ‘upon _whicb
he produced two Rupees before the Court, and stated, that the pros?cumr had given him that
sum, to give false evidence on his behalf.; that he refused to do so, still the prosecutor gave him
the money ; that be had not previously disclosed the mfztler ‘_"’ 4Ry person whatever ; and that
there was no cne present, when the prosecutor had given him the said money. When the
witness refused to bear false evidence for the prosecutor, I wonder for what benefit the latter
paid him two Rupees, how the defendant came to know ¢he circamstance ; and why he had not
put the same question to any other witness, For these reasons, I strongly presume, that the
witness had been set up by some one, to actas he did.

15. In paragraph 28 of Mr. Meppen’s defence, he has referred to the letter of Mr. Reade
the late Collector, dated 26th May 1859, and marked M, as his authority for having charged the
prosecutor, for his fee, &c. It appears from paragraph 4 of the said letter, that the defen dant
was authorized by Mr. Reade, only to measure a vessel on her entering the port; to determine
the port dues payable, and then to receive his fee for that duty ; but he was not empowered under
that letter, to measure a vessel returning from the river, when no port dues were leviable.

16, It isstated in the said paragraph of the above letter, that the fee for measuring a vessel,
hecomes due from the moment of its performance ; whereas, the defendant, acecarding to the

# 'Tho application for Boats was dated the 4th September 1660,  €Vidence of the 1st, 20d, 3rd, 4th and ith wit-

the witnesses state, the foe was mueive\! by the Uefendant’s nesses* for the prosecutor, had through his
writer, on the 4th duy afier the application was made; hence,

it is to be cousidered, that the day on which the fee was re-  Writer, received his alleged fee of 15 Rupees on

g, i the 7th September 1860; ard the Brig is said
to have been measured by him on the 18th idem, when the * Dalhousie” was riding at anchor,
that is, eleven days after he received the fee.

17.  With a view to find out, by whom the figure 114 tons in the Porl. Clearance H, No. 1
was blotted, and that of 207 tons o5 substituted above the blot, I examined the Sea Custom
Tanadar of Bimlipatam, who was Tanadar c:f Vizagapatam when the Brig left the Port of the
Iatter place in the month of September 1860, When the Tanadar looked at the said Port Clear-
ance, thea Book Y, and the Foim No. 5 marked Z, he says, that he then came to recollect that
he had at first entered 114 tons in the above Port Clearance from the records of his Office ; but
that after he sent it to the Office of. the defendant, the said 114 tons were blotted there, and
207 tons 1% substituted*in it above the blot; that it was then brought back to his Office, either
by the defendant’s writer or his Peon; and that as it was his duty to enter in {his gccount the
seme tonnage as that fixed by the Conservator for a vessel void of Register he accordingly altered
the figure 114 tons, which he had previously inserted in the Book Y, to 207 tons Pt -He fur-
ther states, that on the 19th September 1860, the writer of the defendant had mentioned to him,
“my master told me, that he will measure the Brig * Pardasaradhi.” From the ebove, it appears,
that the Defendant had not measured the vessel on the 18th September, as he argues; and that
the figure 114 tons was blotted, and that of 207 tons ;1% substituted, in the Port Clearance H,
No. 1, in the defendant's oilice; but not by the Tanadar. 4

*18. There are sum discrepancies*in the evidence of the witnesses for the prosecutor ; but
allowance should be made to them, considering that they have deposed to oceurrences, which
took place about fifteen month’s back.

Having expressed my opinion on each of the articles of the charge; "and made such observa-
tions as [ thought fit gn the whole case, as required by Section XXI; Act XXX VI of 1850,
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No. 26 From J. J. FRANKLIN, Esq., Superintendent of Marine; to the Honomb%'
T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Governm

ent, Marine Depanmem, Fort Saint
George, datgd 12th February 1862, No. 430,

Referring to the Proceedings of Government of the |
the honer to forward the printed letter from the Mast
rewurned (now mis-dated 19th December 1860) with one fr

Oth December last, No. 426, 1 have
er Attendant at Vizagapatam therein
om the Collector of Vizagapatam.

2. Captain Meppen in_his 2nd paragraph states that he has never b
during the ten years he has held the post of Master A ttendant.
and while fully recognizing the services of the fo
occasions when his qualitiés as a Seaman have be
add that Captain Meppen’s want of courtesy has

een found fanlt wih
Mr. Fane, however, denies this,
TMer as an active and energetic Officer on al]
en called into play, I must in justice to the latter
been frequently complained of.

3. Captain Meppen in his §th paragraph represents the statements of the Merchants at
Bimlipatam, with one exception, as mere expressions of opinion; but the Government vil) perceive
that they are more than this. The Master of the ““ Isabella Blyth”
shipped to his vessel were wetted from the boats leaking, Mr,
shipped 750 bags of seed to her without damage,
would form but a small part of the vessel’s lading.

been damaged by gross carelessness in most instances, Messrs Vernon and Young similarly com-
plain that their goods have been damaged from the leakage of the boats and from gross careless-
ness, These are not merely expressions of opinion, but facts which led to those expressions.
I consider therefore that there were strong grounds for Mr.' Fane's recommendation that the
Master Attendant should be located at Bimlipatam, W

says that many bags of seed
Riply certainly testifies that he
but this would be hardly over 60 tons, and

Mr. Berreand says that their goods have

From E. G. R. FANE, Esq., Collector of Vizagapatam ; boJ. J, FRANKLIN, Esq., Supesin-
tendent of Marine, Madras, dated Vizianagrum, 6th January 1862, No, 7.

In forwarding the accompanying lettér from the Master Attendant at Vizagapatam, for
disposal by Government, I beg to correct one or two mistatements thercin made,

2. In paragraph 2, Mr. Meppen states, that during the last 10 years,

he bas never been
found fault with by Government, or former Collectors in the discharge of his

duties,
3. I have not with me the records to quote the date, but I recollect that in 1852 or 68,
when Mr. Robertson was Collector, General James the Officer Commang;

oceasion to bring to the notice of Government.through the late Marine Boarg
conduct of Mr. Meppen when shipping Troops, and for which the

manded him. ;

4. In October 1859, Mr. Thornhill while in charge of this dist
from Captain Blagrave, District Engineer,  also regarding  the

Mr. Meppen towards him, and which Mr. Thornhill condemned j
Attendant, dated 31st idem.

i, received a

; complaint
dlsrespv

etful conduct of
na letter ¢q the Master

5. I myself have often received complaints of My Meppen's overbeari
coming in contact with him in his official capacity ; but as, on the Jlast
tioned to him that he had been complained against, he
in future, 1 took no further notice in the matter.

g conduet from (hose
Oceasion when | men-

promised to be more guarded and polite

6. As regards the question of the
reason' to alter my opinion. The service
should go wherever ordered. I regret ho

. R. H. Coles Esq.

e e i i e s
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From W, R. MEPPEN, Esq., Master Attendant and Conservator of Vizagapatam and Bimli-
patam ; to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Vizagapatam
19th December 1860.

With reference to the opinions of certain European Merchants residing at Bimlipatam and
complaining of the inefficiency of the Boat department at that port, I beg respectfu.lly to subm’n
an explanation on the subject of complaint, and to request tha‘t the same may be laid before His
Excellency the Honorable the Governor in Couneil for cohsideration, and I truft that the Go-
vernment may be thereby induced to have the order of the 12th November No. 365 cancelled.

2. I have been serving as Master Attendant for the Ports of Vizagapatam and Bimlipatam
for the last 10 years, and am happy to say that no fault was found in me ‘l-;y the G(?vernmen-c
under whom | serve, nor even by the several Collectors who were my immediate Superiors, until
(I deeply regret to say) Mr, Fane took charge o.f the Collec.l,orate, and that not until some false
charges were brought against me which up to this date remain unproved, :

3. The uncalled for complaint regarding the inefficiency of the '%at department in my
charge at Bimlipatam casts a great reflection on' e bordering ou either careless?ess, or wilf'ul
neglect of duty. I have to the utmost of my ability endeavourefl to plefzse .all parties by keeping
the department alluded to in an efficient state ; and to effect this I maintained an establishment
there at my own expense, when I found that the Governm.ent would not sanction one. Further
to substantiate that I have been umjustly accused of having kept the boat depariment in an
inefiicient condition, 1 beg to append correspondence that passed betWeerf the Agent to the Bay
of Bengal Steam Company, the Collector of Vizagapatam, and the Acting Master Attendant,
while I was at Madras on Privilege Leave. ,

4 Iftbe'opiuions of the Merchants of Bimlipatam forwarded tome with the Order of Go-
vernment dated 12th November 1861, No. 365, be placed in juxtaposition, I have not the lenst
doubt that the Government will at once see that the ground for complaint is unfounded, and
therefore it must fall to the ground.

5. It would also appear that the representations made by the Merchants of Bimlipatam
ere not spontaneous, bub were made at the instance of some one, as is evident from the fact that
s, all of them, except one, are direct expressions of opinion, and they all bear
nearly the same date, viz., the 26th, 27th or 28th of September, and such
being the case they cannot be considered of much importance.

6. Ina letter from C. Pelly Esq., Member of the Board of Revenue to J. D. Sim Esq.,
Secretary to Government Revenue D‘epam‘nent,v dated I?th J uly 1861, No. 993, 3rd Paragraph, the
Master Attendant was recommended to bé removed to Brmhpat.am,_because that port was of greater
shipping importance ; but this was proved to be to the cor.xtrary inmy ]_euef of the 2nd November to
you.+ But froma letter from the Superintendent of Marine to J. D Sim Esq. Secretary to Govern-
ment Marine Department, dated 29th October 1861, No. .‘?,023, it would .arfpear that my: remaval
was considered advisable because the trade is of far greater imporiance. Ifitis only for this reason

© 1 most respectfully beg to state, and trust that I may be pardoned for pointing out, that a Revenue

Officeris of much more importance to the State when the exports amount to eighteen I‘.:acs a year
than a Native Superintendent of Customs as at present located, with a small salar.y. Some years
back I brought to the notice of Mr. Robertsgu and Mr Smollet, Collectors of Vlz'age.xpatam, the
frauds that had been carried on by these Native ?upermtendents of Cu'stOt.ns at B!mlrpata.m and
Vizagapatam to a great amount, and they were in consequence bot'h dlsmls.?e.d. '.I‘he dutxes. of a
Master Attendant at Bimlipatam are more of routine than mherwnst?, requiring little experience
in comparison with the duties required of the Master Attendant at Vizagapatam.

7. Vizagapatam is the chief Port of the district, and at that port Government Stores and
Treasure are landed and shipped ; Troops are embarked and disembarked ; n.nd bithert? in my
capacity as Matey Attendant, T have had most responsible duties to attefld to in connection with
such matters, and am, happy in being able to say thaghitheno such 'dutfes have been discharged
to the satisfaction of all parties—as my testimonials will show, Considering the num bfzr of TrooPs
located at Vizagapatam and Waltair, which a::ezmoreover the Head Quarters of the Staff, and in

v &

-
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which are located the Arsenal, the Medical Stores,
dered that it is of less importance than Bimlipatam,

discharged by me as Master Attendant for both
sight of.

and Commissariat, it can scarcely
and the responsible public duties
ports for the last 10 years canuo

be consi-
1eretofore
t be lost

8. On public grounds, I submit that I should be allowed to remain
and for private reasons, | would humbly hope that the Publicservices I have rend
ledged in the testimonials already before Government entitle me 10 sonie conside
my removal is tantamount to severe punishment,

9. Having looked to Viza

at Vizar;apatam,
eredl, as acknow.
ration, seeing that

a life of hardship at Sea, T
comfortable as my circumstances will admit, and by the

iary loss, and be as it were Lo
commence to settle again,

10.  Were it for the good of the public sery;

cea
cheerfully proceed whe

nd on a just complaint against me, 1 would

er I might be ordered ; but'as T tryst | have shewn that the good of
the public service ean be best secured by retaining my services at Vizagapatam, I sincerely trust,
and respectfully solicit, that the Gover

which I cannot but look
upon as tantamount to a punishment,

Il I would also beg
tion whatever is available for
lipatam, under these circumstances, I am necessitated to px
and request yon will be pleased

to obtain Permission fy.
for me to remain at Vizagapitam, to enable me to hyjlg
~ place.

place of residence at Bim-
plain all these particulars to you,

om Government for at least 2 years

a house to reside in at the former

Lay of Bengal S, Steam Company limited sto B, G, I,
FANE Esq., Collecto : dated Bimlipatam,

’ e 1 | ; € never in the Boats, and owing to this,
cargo from the Steamers from being thrown into the gea and th
; nform me if the men

valuable

: enrolled upon the beach is
doing this can be punished ?

R

: MEMoO, "
FromE. G. R. F ANE Esq., Collector to the Act,fn Master Attendant V;
September, 186]. & IS | VZagapatam, dated

12th
Forwarded* to the Acting Master Attendant who i fequested at once to
* To be retarned, proceed to Bimlipatam €xamine the }

From the Acting Master Attendant of Vi
Collector Vizagapatam, dateq 16th Sept

In accordance with your req

and examine the state and conditi
1o your notice by the Agent of th : Si

your information that there are |
as follows :

worthy.
Esq.) ave lajq up and out of uge.

e
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Proceedings of the Madras (rr?wrm‘mn /
| t 9th April 1862,

ir, and are ina tight
in operation appear to have lately undergone repa: ’ IR
; afs now 1 : ve condemned, w
PR lition with the exception of five Boats that 1 ha )
nnd 5(’3\\'()[’(1\)" condal

: is g¢ in.
L. fl‘om the Ownefs ti” [he are leht(}fed on !.he llbl aga :
L e'l cense Y : |
lh ] 1 1 ’ ted fwo aCCOUI()datiOD Boats out Of fou y an Substl utedt em with two
31‘(1. I ha“.e also rejec ' ¥ d t h h

f Passengers.
ts for the comfort o : e ceral
g hat from opportunities I have had of making enquiries of the ses\::l
4th. 1 beg to .state t af—the working order of the boats, that under the natural cause
il e Ii?":hf{:it::: Pﬁhe Boat department has been controlled satisfactorily.
impediments of the d

i to cargo discharged by the boatmen and * tl'mrown 'x:]\tot]zhefj:: th.i
5th With reference have been instances of a package or so f.allmg accidently ¥
s, themf !:n the shoulders of the boatmen landing it, b%xt not fmrlnl ::ey il
B i heav{ 1‘:‘: b:;)revant any such occurrences being repeated in future I h
intent on their part, a ;

strict orders. Vizagapatam, 26th November 1861.

in R. W. MEPPEN, Master Attendant Vizagapatam,
Captain R. W,

i ing the management of the Marine Department in

Vs pt Etli;‘lusl:’temti:;dz:: ?ar as I amgconcemed. I have not the lemz:l f?:l:
Biolipiany Pl i e the contm}y, that I found the Department there .conductg o
to Sl i T E T :zave never had any difficulty in getting boat's at all tlmef), an ?.:nm
S il £ e hat they are as good as either the Madras or Vizagapatam oat:l, ]25&
P I Y :x'ament of 2,217 Bags of Gingelly Seeds, made by me betweenht eShi
R In e a‘aliphave séarcely had (30) thirty bags returned vf'et from the ;:i
il g D of was high at times. I cousider this very.credltable to iczats ant
« Frehel” although the Bu‘th‘::'i’l'y precaution imaginable it is impossible to effect shipments
bo:;tmen ::::ltll;: aP:::;g?ovfﬂgoods{beingireturned wet all along this coast,
under a s

hip “ Merchal de Turenne” with 5,000 Bags of
. 1859,h1 I:agf)g :ll:: lf:sin:}:mila[i’nt to make against the Department, boats ﬁr
Seed in that P?rt, ds a“;nd think it my duty to do so, that those .Mcfrchants who have the
B . hel’eDe artment, and those of Vizagapatam and mehpatafn under your care
G N Madf_“ l}: managed. Boats in Madras cannot be had at all times whereas he?re
B we’ss I never was in want of any when required. The rates of boat hire
and at Bimli}:}t::'e;:ii a;:;dras they are left to the tender mercies of boat giRuers ; and alt.hougsh
R R : i ing about a reform I think that it is now given up as an impos-
much has been said and tried to bnn_g al |
giee : of Bicalipa is in my opinion agood Custom House Officer, and
Ay i O;the l::: ::: gﬂ:‘f::l?a:‘ shtoulJc’l bI: emplofed instead of a Native, with a
g elthe-r gy hould mor;OVer be invested with Magisterial powers to proEect the
lifee pex: T'hm‘ 4ol inst ‘l\oases which they may incur through the carelesness or ev.ll deeds
e :8‘ :nd as there is scarcely any doubt that the trade of tl‘us place ';nll go.on
ofte lfozt":::d?:;}:j;ry;ar, the measure I have proposed should be taken into consideration
increasing s |
by the authorities, Rl Faithfully,
(Signed) Hv. A. CAMMIADE.

¥

 From GEORGE RIPLEY, Esq, Bimlipatam; to Captain R. W. MEPPEN, Master Attendant
rom

dated 13th December 1861.

I regret having overlooked answering your letter of 6th Instant, I'made no remarks in the
state orf fhe Boats it this port, as personaily 1 had no objections to raise.

Ishipped 750 Bags by the  Isabella Blythe” and ot a bag was noted to be wet in the
8
Boat notes.'
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Proceedings of the M, adras Government, Marine Department,
th April 1862.

I shipped some cargo in the * Messina” in fast April when several bags were noteq by the
Mate as wet,
(True Copy.)
(Signed) R. W, MEPPEN,
Master Attendang,
No. 27

ORrDER THEREON, Oih April 1862, No. 98.

In the first of the above letters M, J ugga Row, Principal Sudder Ameen of Rajahmundry

appointed as Commissioner under Act XXXVII of 1850, forwards with all the evidence in the

case, his report of the inquiry into the charges against Captain Meppen Master Atttendant of
Vizagapatam made under Orders of Government, dated 9th October 1861, No. 3283.

2. The charges against Captain Meppen, arranged by the Commissioner under four heads,
are simply, thathe refused Boats, and prevented the Prosecutor’s Brig going out to sea, although
the weather was favorable, or not unfavorable, until he had recsived through his writer Ry pees 15,
Moreover that whereas he stated that he had measured the Brig and demanded a fee for the
same, he never went on board of her nor surveyed her at all.

3. Captain Meppen it would seem from his defence admits that
his writer, but says that it was deposited as an advy
tow the vessel out to sea.  As regards chaxging for g
such charges, but pleads that he was warranted in making the gurvey by the tenor of an Order
of Government, and according to the decision in g similar case pasged by his late Superior the
Collector Mr. Reade, as well as in charging'a fee of § Rupees for hocking or ascertaining (he
vessels draft, In consequence of the opinion expressed by the Saperintendent of Mari
however refunded these sums.

the Rupees 15 was paid to
nee for payment of the Boats that had to
Urveying the Brig, he admits having made

iss Captain Meppen from their
> if the present
3 &ve had their oripin ;
the irregular and unscrupulous Proceedings - of Captain Meppen himself, It is cleaerlrf:;f ":l::
letter of the Superintendeat of Marine of the 3¢g September last, that the fees for surveyin and
hooking levied by the Master Attendant : Ak

4 on two Oceasions, were gross exactj v
either by tiie law, or by the Orders | L% HOt warranted
Meppen, Lo R

5. The Government ‘rénolve'to inform Capt:{ii P&éppen
have viewed his Proceedings on the above occasions with i
£ ety 7 ; grave displeasyre and are fay f,
;;ﬂ:?edtof huflll_nnoc&me boef the -cgarges rezently investigateq, The orders ;or his t,ran:?e:ot!:
imhpatam will at once > carrie ‘ i to be of L
behaviour, as any farther irregularij e et 1 his future

through the CoHeetor, that they

enquiry : er 1n which he hag condacted the
4 (Signed) T. PYCROFT,
: : Chief Secrelar_y‘
g ‘
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QA e Ny D \ N Maonss,
AN AN NS A \ ) AN\ N : gt : e R
ant B\ §\ : RN ; 8N SN N ith reference to the opinions of certain Earspean Merchants residing at ‘Bimlipa.
. S I\ p\ W e 4 M ) With reference to PRI ; : ;
i S A 2% o\ bt NN ™\ N tam and complaining of the inefficiency of the Boat department at that port, I beg respect-
IR S\ \ N, X '«T N \\‘ :\\ A\ \ A ' '-"3}1 i ,;?;,,}t:m (,:phnation on the subject of complaint,and to request that the same may
b R) e\ . N { \ N v Hy to'subm ; 23 i : o ’ . . » . o ¥
f AR YA o) \ ' i\ AN | Q > Ll iy i{; before His Excellency the Honorable the ?wer,mr i Council for consideration,
- ne 1aid e 2 B L AT gL P srohsy T dere o
’ A ) : ' N\ \‘“ ) "‘\\ 3\ NN :: - 8 wid Ttrust that' the Government may be thereby induced to have the order of the 12th
3 : N A {1V . N e . g November No. 365 cancelled. 5 i, . . s ge
. N\ N N o \ f\ P& B Q\ h Mmﬂ} I'have been serving as Master Attendant for the Ports of Vizagapatam and mehp‘aﬂ
= :§ v’ Q N A ‘\\\ = o ik B ,19(11:;‘ 10 years and am happy to say that no fault was found inme by the
‘ SRR - N : N 0\\V N\ ¢ 0 N \ tam for - % prdoadt T serve, nor.even by the several Collectors who were my immediate
‘ RS N f“\: ) SR ’ N X N ;5‘ 9 '’ ‘,""‘e‘tg’!‘i"“ L‘u‘xfii‘ '([ deeply regret to say) Mr. Fane took charge of the Collectorate, and
! b N b 3 . & Va\ I\ - olpenars, unt g X : X T 2o 7 ¥
Q W OANT RN 3 \S S\ ¢ > rhz{t not until some false charges were brought against me which up to this date remain
N N\ v / P N\ \ }
{ N \ :J()PI‘OV’Gd-
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5. The uncalied for complamt regaraing the inemciency of the boat department in

“@ “'H' i;'r i vatam casts a ' great refléction on me, bordering on either carelessness, op
il F};m O:'lét fj}'nf;({xt ) have to the utmost of my ability endeavoared to please all parties
le.”!?}.F'L '?rlt'-"'h‘v <}‘;;*z11%;i1~§ltf. alluded to in an efficient state,and te effact this I maintained an
)‘ttl:imin;;mr there at my owu expense,when I found that the Governmen,t would not san-
f-ti:m «.n';c. Further to quhstm)tiat’e'tlmt [ hm:a btvaen umjustly accused of having kept the boat
department in an inefficient condition, I beg to app

end correspondence that passed between
; : al Ste 3 he Collector of Vi
the Agent to the Bay of Bengal Steam Company, the Collec iz

=3 agapatam, and the
ot ster At : hile | was at Madras on Privilege Leave. :
" r;g Mlafsttl?; 0\ tft:irz)izlls%v:he merchants of Bimlipatam fprwardec} o me with the order of
' Government datepd I2th Nov. 1861, No. 365,be placed in Juxtaposltxon.l[‘hav.e not the least
| doubt that the Government will at oncs see that the ground for complaint jg unfounded,
and therefore it must fall to the ground.

5. 1t would alse appe-r that the representations made by the Mercha

nts of Bimlip; -
tam were not spontanous, but were made at the instan

ce of some one, as is evident from the

fact that all of them except, one, are direct expressions of opinion, and they
o all bear nearly the same date, viz. the 26th, 27th or 28th of Sept.,and such
being the case they cannot be considered of much impertance,
ing the

X rom C. Pelly Esq. Member of the Board of Revenueto J. D. Sim Esq.
Sec,.;;;,‘ry‘gj,ag';ii?ﬂfé‘iﬁme s e 12th July 1861 No. 993. 3rd Para,the Master
Attendant was recommended to be removed to Bimlipatam, because that port was of greater
g shipping importance, but this was proved to be to the contrary in my letter of the 2ad Nov.
to you. But from a letter from the Superintendent of Marine to J. D. Sim Esq. Secty. to
Government, Marine Department dated 29th Oct. 1861, No. 3023, it would appear that nlly
removal was considered advisable because the trade is of far greater importance, If it is on
for this reason,I most respectfully beg to state, and trust that 1 may be pardoned for point.
ing out, that a Revenue Officer is of much more importance to the State when the exgo;ts
amount to Eighteen Lacs a year than a native Supt. of Customs as at present located, with a
small Salary. Seme years back I brought to the notice of Mr. Robertson and Mr. Smolleti.
Collectors of Vizagapatam, the frauds that had been carried on b these Native Supts. o
Customs at Bimlipatam and Vizagapatam to a great amount, and they were in consgquelrlwe
both dismissed. The duties of a M aster Attendant at Blmhpatam are more of routine than
otherwise, requiring little experience ia comparison with the duties required of the Master
Attendant at Vizagapatam.,
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7. Vizagapatam is the chief Port of the district, and at that port Government Stores
and Treasure are landed and shipped, 'I‘roogs are embarked and disembarked, and hitherto
in my capacity as Master Attendant,l have had most responsible duties to attend to in con.
nection with such matters, and am, happy in 'being able to say that hitherto such duties have
been discharzed to the satisfaction of all pasties, as my testimonials will show. Considering the
number of Troops located at Vizagapatam and Waltair. which are moreover the Head Quar.
ters of the Staff, and in which are located the Arsenal, the Medical Stores, and Commissa-
riat, it can scarcely be considered that it is of less importance than Bimlipatam, and the
responsible public duties heretofore discharged by me as Master Attendant for both ports
for the last 10 years cannot be lost sight of.

8  On public grounds,| submit that [ should be allowed to remain at Vizagapatam, and
and for private reasons, I would humbly hope that the public services I have rendered, as
acknowledged in the testimonials already before Govt. entitle me to soma coasideration,seeing
that my removal is tantamount to severe punishment, -

9  Having looked to Vizagapatam as my final residence after a life of hardship at Sea,
I have been induced to make myself as comfor table as my circumstances will admit, and by
the removal I shall be ob!igeg to sacrifice my comforts, submit to pecuniary loss, and be
as it were to commence to settle again.

10 Were it for the good of the public service and on a just complaint against me,I woald
cheerfully proceed whereever I miggt be ordered, but as I trust [ have shewn that the good
of the public service can be best secured by retaining my services at Vizagapatam, I sin-
cerely trust, and respeccfully solicit, that the Government will reconsider their order which [
cannot but look upon as tantamount to a punishment,

11, 1would also beg respectfully to bring to your notice thatno suitable accommoda-
tion whatever is available for myself and family and to make it a place of Residence at Bim-
lipatam, under these circumstances [ am necessitated to explain all these particulars to you,
and request you will be pleased to obtain permission from Government for at least 2 years

mlr me to remain at Vizagapatam, to enable me to build, 2 house to reside in at the former
place,

I have the honor to be,
SIR,

»Your most obedient Servant,

TR 7 e i /4,///./’

/ —;—',‘f‘,- L e S

s Master Attendant and Conservator of Vizagapatam and Bimlipatam.

- T

R S
L )

T NS L N o, e PR

-,

-~

Bimlipatam 11th Sept, 1861. From A. Hrystor Esq. Agent to the Bay of Bengal S. Steam

_Compaay limitedTo E, G. R, Faxe Esq. Collector and Agent to the Governor Vizagapatam.

Sir, : W
I have the honor to draw your attention to the leaky state of the Boats at
this port, and to inform you that scarcely a Boat can take any cargo without damaging it.

2. That the full complement of Boat men are never in the Boats, and owing to this
valuable cargo from the Steamers from being thrown into the sea and then rolled upon the
beach is damaged, will you kiadly inform me if the men doing this can be punished.

MEMO.

From E. G. R. Faxe Esa. Collector to the Acting Master Attendant Vizagapatam dated
12th September 1861, ! ‘
Forwarded * to the acting Master Attendant who is requested at once to
* Tobe retumed.  proceed to Bimlipatam examine the boats and withdraw all the licenses
of such as are unseaworthy under Rule 10 of the Boat Rules.
From the Acting Master Attendant of Vizagapatam and Bimlipatam to E, G. R.
Fane Esq. Collector Vizagapatam dated 16th September 1861, No. 252. '

Sin, In eccordauve with your fequest of 1Ztn inst. ©0 my address to proceed
to Bimlipatam, and examine the state and condition of the Cargo boats at that Port com-
plained of and brought to your notice by the Agent of thq Steamersz sent for my perusal. [
have the honor to state for your information that there are in all 79 Licensed Boats belonging
to that port and disposed of as follows. :

21" Boats in serviceable order and constantly in use by Mr.. Youngs factory. . . .

30 Boats serviceable and constautly in use by the several European and Native Merchants

24 Boats under repair replacing such boats as get damaged and unseaworthy.

4 Boats (belonging to"G. L. Narsing Row Esq.) are laid up and out of use.

2nd The boats now in operation appear to have lately undergone. repair and are in a
tight and Seaworthy condition with the exception of FivesBoats that I have condemned,
withdrawing their License from the Owners till they are restored on the list again.

3rd 1 have also rejected two accommodation Boats, out of four and substitated them
with two other new boats for the comfort of Passengers.

4th 1 beg to state that from opportunities | have had of making enquiries of the seve-
ral merchants at Bimlipatam of. the working order of the boats, that under the natural
causes and impedements of the River the Boat department has been controlled satisfactorily.

5th With reference to cargo d_ischarged by the boatmen and “thrown into the Sea” as
represented to you there have been instances of a package or so falling accidently from the
pressure of a heavy load from the shoulders of the hoatmen landing it, but not from aay

wilful intent on their part and to prevent any such occurrences being repeated in future [
have issued strict orders. .

Vizagapatam 26th November 18861,
Captain R. W. Meprrs, Master Attendant Vizagapatam,

With reference to your enquiry regarding the management of the Marine Department
in Bimlipatam, I have the honor tostate that as far as I am concerned, I have not the least
fault to find with it. I must say on the contrary, that I found the Department there con.
ducted in a most satisfactory manner. I have never had any diffienlty in getting boats at
all times and as for their efficiency I must say that they are as good as either the Madras
or Vizag, boats, ifnot better in condition. Ina shipment of 2217 Bags of Gingelly Seeds,
made by me between the 25th and 28th of last month, I have scarcely had(30) Thirty

bags returned wet from the Ship “Frehel” although the Surf was high at times. I consider
this very creditable to boats and boatmen of the Port, as with every precaution imaginable -

it is impossible to effect shipments under a smaller average of goods being returned wet all
along this coast.

¥




o

b

In Desember 1850 | lnaded the French Ship “Merchal o [ar : )
i of Seeds in that Port and I have not the least complaint to make azainst the Depart
boats or boatmen, | will add here and think it my duty to do so, that those mer-
'he have the experience of the M adras l)epartment, and those of Vi
under your care must admit that yours is well managed. Boats in Madras
at all titnes wheveas here and at Bimli. they are ag [ never was
qairsl. The rates of boat hire are uniform whereas in Madras
mercles of boat owners, and although much has been said and
I thnk that it is now given up as an impossibility,
The real want of the Port of Bimlij
Otficer and [ think that e
ailve, with a liheral pay

]
&

- e RNty
2ag. and Biml.
cannot be had
in want of any wh

en re-
] £ 1 3 S aae
» they are left to  the tender

tried to bring about a reform

Atam 18 in my opinjon g good Custom Houss
ither a liumpcan or East Indian should ba Q'ni‘»luvcl instead of a

- This Officer should moreover be investe with m agisterial Power
to protect the merchants of Bi :

mli.against los3as which théy may incie thro' the ¢arelessnass
or evil deeds of the boatmen ot the Port and '

5

| > of : ‘ as there is scarcely any doubt that the trade of
this place will £0 On increasing steadily SVEry year, the measure | have Proposed should be
lakel mito consideration by the authorities,

Yours Faithfully,

(Signed) Hy, A. . Camwuison,

MARINE DEPARTMENT.
PROCEE'DIA”GS OF THE MADRAS GO VERNMENT.
‘ewing letter from J, J, FRANKLIN lisq., Superintendent of Marine ;
SiM, E«q., S-.}crvt:iruy to Go\'ermnenl, Marine Depjrtmcnt, For
Octorber 1861, No, 3,023,

I have the hi

Read the foll wi

7 ™
o .

O
t Saint George, dated 29:h
oNor to suhmit th
ntipatam have made to the Colle
thatPorr] g to inforn
Incating the Master Attens
required to visit onea

: € accomprnying representations
tor of Vizagapatam regardir
ou that withi a view of estah
lant there instead

a month
= Thetrade of Biulj

» which the European Merchants at
1g the want of control over the Boats it
I'shing a better system this Officer
of at Vizagaoatam, whioh

s Bimlipatan,
Patam 18 of far \nore importance than that at Vizagapatam ad may bé seen

. from the sketch marginally noted, and as Mr. Fane
Paiaih x :

is desiriouns ,f

port ‘however he woull be
as he now dge.

Bimlipa!am. ViZ«l"&patam. informe llil,» that Lan exoellant n.lﬁnﬁ is Im“"idz‘l b;’;
Rupeea. i the Master A_ttemiunt at the .ﬁl‘bt “B“)el_.}'“r[’, .
185060 - . . 1ggsgig . . - = = 708033 '08upport his recommendation and would suggest
o Sl b L s s 4:|4;I48 that, pcndiug the sanction of the Supreme Govern-
Rupees lezonss. ment to the appointment of a Muaster Attendant

185060, -~ - 4.3:.7.'(-16.9 v Rupees,

- 1,890¢; ™ Vizagapuam, the Su.pe.rintezndL:;x:~ of Sea (?n{stomlz:
- « 929gp3g should take charge of it as Conservator, acting
% under the supervision of the Master Attendant.

- It is my opinion that the Cargo Boats
I command 15 now loading

¢ ms ] here and my notice
Ol seed brought off to the S

ire continually obliged to d
also must remark thyy they

186u-61 .« . . 5,58,678 .

at this port are not in a good state of re

pair, the Ship that
has frequently been

called to the damaged state of bags
hip riot from the surf, but feom leakage through the sides of the Boats, we

ry the bags on board in consequence of their having been so da naged, I
do ot carry suffigient hands, seldom more than fire men and a boy.
(Signed) T. BLAGDEN HALE,
Master of ““Isabella Bilyth,”
. My opinion as to the contr
whatever on Boats op Boatmen,
Our goods in landing and shipping hive been damaged by gross Gll'f‘]("’_»"'f”fs 17 Mast nstanoes.
(blg“ﬁd) A, BE l\R]J AU l),
: Agent for Cholet and Co.

ol of the Boat Department ig Bimlipatam is that there is no control

€ th September 1861,

whatever in the Boat Department. I have many t.)'mgg s¥en
s Wist and piece goods thrown in the sea and then rolled up, just to save the trouble of bnn;;n-;
neavy packages from the boat to the diy beach. 1 am of opinion that it is wilfully done,

As to the state of the Boats, I can certify (as I lmvejusi finished the loading of the “j\[e:ezr“l\
many of my gingelly seed bags have been dawaged from the leaky state of the Boats,

(Signed) E. VERNON.
er,xw.r.m,
26th September 186).

Myiop

y inion is that there no control
vales of t

that

L am not of opinion that the Boat
There seems o be no control at all,
to the ‘Agentand Principal Assistant w
My goods have been wet ang
evinced the groseest carelesness,

ipatam has been ¢ controlled satisfactorily.”

Il plained both
hen they have been h 1ave complain

ere,
damaged both jp landin

€ and shipping in g way, that if not * wil

{Signed) JOHN YOUNG,

ful®

26th Septembar 1861f,

- ST IO
L IR e L e g
e e ERAIES RS W O feae,

' ere, is cted satisfactorily 3
ol andy o satemst B o B rpeimeyt o b codactel ity
] 10t certainly endorse the state g e i o
- merraal tty much as they please, h waiting for a Boat's
| DR Ao T ¢ fully half an hour on the beach waiting
B it o e l since T was kept fully ha e not now available except
‘ : B N hipping Cargo, the Boats ar ! i l =
is procurable at d 5 p. M. and as to shipping o i i dalierie fnge
“rew—this too, between 4 and 5 P. M. sonily daden in the back witer, g f
rew—Linis too, D€ at convenient Y b Bl i frequenvly
igh water when they can be most co Ceet (5o oas BT bo. ‘ |
it high water when i ioning. however emerg SR T sty
R it of each deriu shipping, ing the usual complement, an y juentl
sreat I)r_)l'nlf)ll o1 ,.l(..fl ) ™ ! 22 st belnn d ; Boat load juently
3k 26 thaa /e men and ¢ 3 ‘ ’ : i ot
indermanned at this Pngtg h&p !I revailing weather, for w)éat t]l:::yitb:ppeam i s R g
verladen without regard to the prevailing ed erew. So . : A
thr, s 2. o=t hmt‘llthnt it might be controlled more satisfactorily with

(Signed) R. H. COLES.

veather, is not so witha high sel:«), A sk
for improvement in our Boat Depar
e 4 ad ol ) ¥

dvantage to all concerned.

27th September 1861,

Morsina” : 8ad
7 ina” lork frequently complained of  the

M‘:;i;:?d g‘ey s:')me proper system estabhshed,. 80 as to
eml it merely requires a little energy and attention upon

Signed) BURTON GUNDROD,
ﬁlgent Jor Messrs, C, Shand g{ aC;;a,,

] ] e
While shipping a quantity u_tqnsezzdtqhﬂ]tj 4

ondition of the Boats. My opinic dediscu

= Boats and Boatmen und?r Prope S b

n;’v: rt of the Marine Superintendent of th

1 o a . -

BIMLIPATAM_-
28¢th September, 1861,

an s
¢ ber 1861, No. 365. ; : :
& THEREON, 12 Novem : WG
(h)m')lmth::ransfgr of the Master Attendant and
¥ ] thorize
The Government au

— : xceeding that of the former,
Bimlipatam—the trade of the latter port largely e g

' a « mlipatam-

Vizagapatam to D1

i ill act as Conservator of the Port,
intendent of Sea Customs at Vizagapatam will act
2, The Superintende Se

ision (1 al eapac
ision (in that e |
under the general supervision
onece every month.

ity only) of the Master Attendant, who will visit Vizagapatam
Hy 0

(True Extract)
Chsef Secretary.

['o the Superintende_nt of Marine.
7 , Collector of Vizagapatap.
Civil Pay Master.
Accountant General

23 99 IS . FANE.
S  (Signed) & Collector,

Fxd: F. Cartledge-
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