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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Marine Department,
8th April 1862,

No. 22. Read the fo!lowing letter from J. MACPHERSON, Fsq., Secretary to Govern-
ment Straits Settlement ; to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George,
dated Singapore, 12th February 1862, No 2,

e . 2 (919 ntea ” b
With reference to your letter No. 429, dated the 20th December 1861, I have the honor by
desire of His Honor the Governor to forward herewith, for submission to His Excellency the
Governor in Council, copy of a communication of the 18th ultimo from Messrs. Fraser and Co..
Agents Netherlands India Sea Ipsurance Society, relative to the state of the Bargue * Alert”’ on

her leaving Penang.

From Messrs,. FRASER and Co., Agents Netherlands India Sea Iusurance Company ; to
Lieutenant PROTHEROE, Secretary to the Honorable the Governor of Singapore,
Prince of Wales’ Island and Malacea, dated Penang 18th January 1862, :

We have seen printed copy now in the hands of the Honorable the Resident Councilior, of
the report made to the Madras Government by J. J. Franklin, Esq., Superintendent of Marine,
dated Fort Saint George, 2nd December, 1861, No. 3,332 upon the loss of the late Burqué
“ Alert,” Captain Price, :

2, 'We are at present defendants in a suit before the Court of Judicature here, in which
we resist even the issue of Policies of Insurance upon cargo by that vessel from this port on
her last voyage upon the grounds that she departed hence in an unseaworthy state and that too

in the face of a protest by ourselves and the Agents of two other Insurance Offices here, who had

engaged to underwrite on the cargo.

3. We request therefore that you will move His Honor the Governor to convey to the
Madras Government on behalf of the O flice we represent, our respectful acknowledgments for the
prompt action taken by it in this matter in the interests of commerce, and our high sense of the
discriminatory judgment of the Committee who conducted the Investigation.

4. We take the liberty of stating the following facts, and submitting the enclosures noted

e ATV LS 00 the margin which we hope may be accepted

A.C ;.rrlx;f:;r O}H’IT"\-:(”:‘; %:{T”:‘“" Price of the “Ale™ 45 our apology for this communication, as they
deposition of Henry Lambert, dated Pevang, 31st  will, we believe, throw a new light on Captain

; J;-;lx'xm-:t ll‘ftltpr Crom Megsrs- Fraserand Co., to Messrs- Glad- Price’s proceedings, deemed by them “most
e Wyllio and Co., Calentta, dated Penang, 25th Sep-  unaccountable,” forbearing to offer any com-

tember 1861 ment ourselves.

5. On the 24th August last, Captain W. O. Shepherd, salaried Insurance Surveyor, at this
port and who is also Surveyor for Lloyds, reported the “ Alert” to us for Insurance as “ A. 1.” and
¢ fit” to carry a dry and perishable cargo to any port or ports in India and to be a good Insurance
¢ Risk.” In conseguence of this we on or about the 27th August engaged to underwrite on cargo
by her to Nagore. On the 28th after the ship had cleared out, and moved from her anchorage
“ into. the stream,” ready to sail, we learned that she was leaking dangerously, and we accord-
ingly served upon Captain Price the Notice or protest of which copy is enclosed marked A. He
took no notice of that document, and in a few minutes proceeded on his voyage, but two days
afterwards we learned that the ship anchored about five miles off and waited there about twem;-
four hours, but without communicating with us, after which she proceeded on her voyage.

6. Daring next few days we collected sufficient evidence by depositions signed before
the Master Attendant at this port to satisfy us that the ship was totally unseaworthy, of which we
enclose a specimen (marked B) in the deposition of Henry Lambert, and learned that the Master
Attcndant bad himself been requested by persons representing themselves as shippers to refuse
her a port clearance on the ground of the unseaworthiness of the ship.

%, We also enclose copy of an extract’ of aletter (marked C.) uddressed to our Caleutta
Agents indicating our opinion of the state of the ship, aad which was not acted upon only because

they had no Agents in Nagore.
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