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‘Prdcé’éding? of the Madras Government,
v, e 26th July 1861.

- Ne. 39. Read the following letter from J. J. FRANKLIN, Esq., Superintendent
to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint Georg
July 1861, No. 2,047.
¥ have the honor to forward for the consideration of Government a
from Captain Castor, Master Attendant at Cochin, of the formation of a mud
miles to the north of that port, which like the one existing at Alipee has the
the force of the ocean swell even ia the height of the monsoon, and on which -
during the worst season of the year, as far as is now known, in perfect safety.

2. It seems strange that a place like this should have existed for so m

short distance from the much frequented port of Cochin without having been
authorities or the local shipping community, but the testimony of Captai
exceedingly intelligent Officer, is conclusive as to the absence of

on the beach during his several visits to the spot in the south west m

was breaking on each side to the north and to the south of it.

8. Mr. Grant, the Collector of Malabar, recommends that a scientific
be at once sent to examine the mud bank whilst the monsoon is at its
have the opportunity of ascertaining its value as a landing port under the most
Th'g point is a matter of the ubmost importance in connexion with the lan
mails and passengers during that season of the year when the Malabar Co
to navigation. I think however that Captain Castor is fully competent
and as he resides within a few miles of the spot I would sug
him to proceed there at the public expense on the occasion of :
the present monsoon, and report on the state of the sea in the
The coast has already been surveyed and the bank I '
ascertain is whether during the strong monsoon bre
to lie in safety and for communication to be kept
sailor and with his local knowledge, is well qu:

4. Should the report herein contemplated prove Narrak
during the south west mounsoon, I will then address Governme
be advisable to adopt to indicate the most favorable positi
From JOHN CASTOR, Esq., Master Attendant

of Malabar, Calicut, dated 6th July 1861, 1

I have the honor to bring to your notice some int
place on the coast situate about five miles to the north
Rajah’s territory.

2. Considering how few places there
shelter to vessels in distress, during the prevalence of the S.W. monsoon
matter to the toiling Mariner to know that on this unsheltered coast ther
sight of this port, where, though exposed to the winds blowi
be could ride with perfect safety under all circumstances, refit, discharge
harbour is shut to him.

3. In order to appreciate the necessity of such a p
eye over the chart of this coast, to be instructed how little n
refuge capable of receiving any class of vessels at all times.

4. Though rumour of a vague nature had previously reached me, ir

tence of the mud-flat above alluded to, my attention was particularly dras

occurrence.

1
1

5. A vessel in these roads, being unable to maintain her communicat

there, discharging her cargo, that I paid my firs
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«exposed to the full force of the monsoon,
-any misfortune be driven on shore, no

wisit Cochin are not so severe as those which

g any directions by which vessels could
Kj attention hitherto was more confined to
to any bearings of objects by which vessels
before being struck, is clearly visible from
its light whlch 18 also visible, will be of great
‘t&place in the south west monsoon.
nsoon before the completion of the Shipping
Mmh s $0 send their vessels to the neighbouring
to complete their cargoes, which are conveyed
56 and incomtﬁ!euce to the shipper. For the vexatious
water Chowkies, and the duties payable to both Native
e hu'dshap These difficulties will cow to a great extent be
to instead of Alleppee, for such purposes.

said t&t Beypore could be used for 8 or 9 months in the year, and that

shut, there is another point involving but a trifling divergence

Tom theat cﬁuue, where the Steamers can touch with perfect safety, and
:t their purpose. -

{rom any personal knowledge of ihe port of Bevpore. But if 1t could

: ience und fac:hty in case of need.

open to the objection that it will create a detention of twenty-
I'ly Stanon at Shooranoor, (distance about 50 miles) by back-




at present to enter into the minor arrangements, which will be-
of the course proposed, as they might be conveniently left to be

, and other
eircuitous

- Although the question as to the expediency of the change herein advocated must of
bo fully discussed by those who are more capable of judging in‘the case, it may not be
ahurve, that as far as the route between the Malabar and Arabian coasts, and

lity of landing the Mails throughout the year on this coast, affect the question, I

I beg you will be pleased to submit this report to the Superintendent of Marine, for
i‘liﬂlnxon to Government, if that Officer deems it desirable.

ORDER THEREON, 26th July 1861, No. 242.

Hancy the Governor in Council has attentively perused Captain Castor’s very
tter to the Collector of Malabar, on the sub;ect of the mud banL similar to that

mthot during the present monsoon on that coast. The Supermtmdenc of Marine
3 in Castor accordingly. His expenses, while so employed, will be reimbursed

' copy of these Proceedings will be forwarded to the Resident of Travancore and

(Signed) J. D. SIM,
Secretary to Government.

Exd. F. Cartledge.
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