


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Marine Department,
8th July 1861.

Read the following papers :—

No. 12. From Lieutenant Colonel W. F. MARRIOTT, Acting Secretary to Government,
Bombay ; to the Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George, dated Bombay
Castle, 17th May 1861, No. 375.

I have the honor to forwari for the consideration of His Excellency the Governor in
Council at Fort Saint George the accompanying copy of a letter from the Commander-in-Chief
of the I. N, No. 398, dated 3rd instant, stating that the Master Attendant at Cochin was unable to
supply a proper boat to carry out a warp and anchor to haul H. M.’s Steamer * Pleiad” I. N. off
the bank on which she had grounded.

B

From Commodore G. WELLESLEY, Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Navy; to His
Excellency the Honorable Sir GEORGE RUSSEL CLERK, «x. c. B, Governor and
President in Council, dated Bombay, 3rd May 1861, No. 398.

I do myself the honor to bring to the notice of your Excellency in Council that on the

« Pleiad” grounding recently, off Cochin, the Master Attendant, although proceeding promptly

on board and rendering all the assistance in his power, was yet unable to supply a proper boat to

carry out a warp and anchor to haul the vessel off by, and had to borrow an anchor to moor her

with when she had been floated.

ond. As the want of a proper boat with warps and anchors at a port like Cochin might be
the occasion of serious loss of life and property, I have thought the Madras Government would
wish the circumstance brought to their notice, and, with that view, I now address your Excel-

lency on the subject.

e

Referred to the Superintendent of Marine.
Fort Satxt GEORGE, (Signed) T. PYCROFT,
27th May 1861. Chief Secretary.
No. 13. From J. J. FRANKLIN, Esq., Superintendent of Marine; to T. PYCROFT,
Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint Geoxrge, dated Madras, 28th
1861, No. 1,888.

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the letter from the Government of Bombay of
17th May last, No. 375 (referred to me on the 27th idem), with enclosure from the Commander
in Chief of the Indian Navy, bringing to notice that there was no boat at Cochin fit to lay out
a warp and anchor when the Pleiad” got on shore there in April last.

2. As there are two boats, one an anchor boat, the other a port beat, kept up at Cochin,
I was surprized at learning that any difficulty had been experienced on this account, and immedi-
ately called on the Master Attendant to explain how it had occurred. Two letters from this
Officer are forwarded, from which it appears that the anchor boat was too unwieldy for the work
of laying out a small warp, which was all that was required ; and that the port boat being rigged
and ballasted was not at the time available.

3. It nevertheless appears that by the aid of shore boats a warp was laid out in ample
time and before it was required, and that the anchor boat performed good service in recovering
all the anchors from which the ¢ Pleiad” had slipped and took them alongside of her before she
left.

4. Captain Castor will be directed to keep his port boat in a fitter state for affording aid
to vessels in distress.

-
From Captain JOHN CASTOR, Master Attendant at Cochin; to J. J. FRANKLIN, Esq.,
Superintendent of Marine, Madras, dated 5th June 1861, No. 182.
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated, 3lst May, No. 1,557, and
beg to submit the following explanation with reference thereto.
2. When Her Majesty’s Steamer Pleiad” grounded at the entrance of this harbour,
almost immediately after the accident, 1 boarded the Vessel, she was then in a position with the

sea breaking all round ber.
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dfng *Qf the Madrméfévemment, Marine Department,
oL 8th July 1861. ' :

;fo ;hé Secretary to the Government of Bombay, Marine Department, dated Fort
Saint George, 8th July 1861, No. 229.

"I have honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 17th May last, No. 375, forwarding
copy of a communication in which the Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Navy stated that the

: ,M_“te‘,'-Am!‘d““? at Cochin was unable to supply a proper boat to carry out a warp and anchor
to haul H. M’s Steamer * Pleiad” L. N., off the bank, on which she had grounded.

2. In reply, I am directed to transmit to you copies of a letter, 28th ultimo, No. 1,888,
from the Superintendent of Marine and of its enclosures. It will be observed that there are two
boats, an anchor boat and a port boat, kept up at the port of Cochin, and that the Master Atten-
dant explains under what circumstances neither of these boats were made use of on the occasion
in question for hauling off the “ Pleiad.”

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Exd. F. Cartledge.
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