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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Marine Department,
215t May 1861.

No. 34, Read the following Despatch from the Right Honorable Sir C. WOOD, Bart
Secretary of State for India; to His Excellency the Honorable the Govern
Council, Bombay, dated London, 25th March 1861, No. 34

1.  Your Marine letters, dated the 6th of August and 10th of November 1860, num
and 50 respectively, requesting a decision on the questions raised in the reports submit

by the Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Navy, relative to the classification of

from this country under covenant to serve in Her Majesty’s Indian Navy, have had my consi
ation in Council,

2. Commodore Wellesley states that he is not aware whether the Engineers d
duty in Bengal or Madras are intended to rise in rank as vacancies may ong those serv-
ing in the same Presidency, or whether they are to be considered as belonging to reneral list
of Engineers of the service; and further, that he is ignorant of the ob;

80 detached to the Indian Navy ; and that, in order to make the system work sati
necessary, in his opinion, that they should form part of one General List.
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3. There is no question, as it appears to me, but that those Engineers already form p
the general list of Engineers attached to the Indian Navy and they are merely d
temporary service, and are liable, on the completion of the work on which they have l)y
nally engaged, or at any other time, to be sent to the head-quarters of the I
Government under which they may have been serving, They should undo
to their seniority in the general list of Engineers as vacancies may occur.

4. The claim of Mr. Clements, 3rd Class E 1eer, detached for
Presidency, out of which the present reference has more immediately aris
He can have no claim to be promoted over the heads of his seniors in the s:

in the general list, and his promotion must be regulated by the occurrence of va cancies, as before
intimated,

5. With regard to irregular record of the details connected with the Engineers of the Indian
Navy being kept up in the Office of the Commander-in-Chief of the
Madras should have informed you of the casualties which may have occurred
neers detached for duty in that Presidency, and they will doubtless do so
request.

6. The recommendation submitted with your letter of the 6th
appointment of all Engineers to the third class on entry into the serv
future engagements for the Indian Navy. It has been usual to follow course, except in
special cases, where it was necessary to obtain the services of Mechanics for the working of some
particular machinery, and consequently requiring larger pay than that given ui g
to Engineers of the 3rd or junior class. These exceptional cases, however, appear to work
mconveniently, and therefore all future special engagements of Mechanics or Lngineers will be
made so as to be quite distinct from the Indian Navy.

7. With reference to the suggestion contained in the letter from your Government dated
12th October 1859, No. 71, ¢ that it would be better not to enter into covenants witl
subject to martial law, " I have resolved, after careful consideration of the whole subject
cil, that the persons who may be hereafter engaged here to serve as Engineers in g
Navy, shall, instead of entering into Civil covenants as heretofore, be roquin'nl to enter into a

confract or agreement, whereby they shall bind themselves to proceed forthwith to In t

join the Indian Navy, to accept an Indian Navy warrant, and to serve in the Indj Navy,
conformably to all the rules and regulations of that service. This provision will bring t!
within the scope of Article 492 of Act XLV. of 1860.
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8. With regard to such Engineers as it may be necessary to engage for service, either in
Bengal or at Madras, I have determined that they shall hereafter be appointed under Civil

covenants, and on special terms and conditions, apart from, and without reference to, the
Indian Navy.
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