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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Marine Department,
30th September 1861,

"RANKLIN, E nt of Marine .

Saint G eorge

, sovernment of the 10th instant,
), communicating a letter fr 3 b © i o 5§ t of the contract
entered into with Messrs, Mackinnon Mackenzie a stablishmer a steam packet
line | n Madras, the
in drawn bety the exp ] up ilar line with a
'ire Queen, that actually ente 1 the conclusion arrived at is that
ions have not been t

my share in the

ion with Messrs.

-3

¥; European

ested that this offer should be
d more advisable, as

1 invited, to await their

hich were in three shapes

2 7th of the following month.
 trip more than had been previously

money than the original rate on

solicited permission to
gain into negotiations which was accorded,
g subsequently, however, that there was a
g withdrawn from Burmah, I addressed Government on the
tober suggesting whether under the circumstances it would ot be as well to abandon the
project. I was directed tocontinue my, negotia-
ions but to arrange for the employment of the
Steamer as a transport if required.

9. On the 16th November following 1 reported that Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzie and
‘0., declined to reduce their offer, and in doing so, after explaining the conditions, I stated as
er than I would have entertained some months back. but

‘ with the small prospect of increasing trade between Madras and Rangoon, now that preparations

1

follows: “ The foregoing terms are hi

‘are being made for reducing the number of our Regiments in Burmah, and the fact that no other
““ Steamers have offered or are likely to be offered for the service, I woald recommend, as the
‘“Government consider it desirable, that nthly steam communication with the opposite Coast
“should be established for a year at least, that |
‘““be authorized to conclude the arrangements
“® ® * ” The order thereon directed me to

dl) S0,

6. 1 should not have entered sominutely into the course of these proceedings had not the
Government of India in the letter now communicated expressly pointed to myself as the person
whose negotiations had not been advantageous to Government. I trust therefore that this expla-
nation may be made known to them, as it will incentestibly shew that under all circumstances the

terms were the best that could be procured.
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