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thq mmn mut and shortly after the ship broke in two amxdshlps, and the main mast went

g the ship now broke up very rapidly. Inafew more lurches the fore-mast went
boar ,aﬁd there did not appear to be two planks together. I entreated of the men to cling

_totke few t%\i&rs of the wreck that were left as at day-light we would get assistance as we were

close to the shere. Six of them that were near me were washed off one after the other, and it
only appeared by superhuman strength I held on to the wreck, as the portion of the masts
were bruising me very much indeed. On receiving a severe cut on the leg, 1 took my shirt off
to bind it wp and in that state I left the wreck in the strand, Immediately on our mustering
I despatched Mr. Hog to the south with one or two that were able to go with him to endeavour
to rescue any that might be indanger. I also took the direction to the north with one or two
more where I found all had been washed on shore but Mr. Wilson first Officer and Fowler
seaman that was at the belm,

- (Signed) RICHARD KIRBY,
Commander late © Hersilia,"

Taken by me,

(Signed) W. S. HOOPER,

Justice of the Peace.

"

—

* Information and deposition of Roger "Alogsims Hog, taken upon oath before me William
Stanley Hooper, one of l_mr Majesty’s Justices of the Peace in and for the District of Ganjam in
the Presidency of Madras, the 22nd day of June 1861, who on oath saith :

At 12 o’clock on the night of the 15th instant, [, Mr. R. Hog, second Officer of the Ship
“ Hersilia” relieved Mr., Wilson, Chief Officer of the aforesaid Ship. I asked him if he had
taken a cast of the lead. He replied that it was not necessary as there was not any thing to be
seen (or words to that effect.) I then asked if he had called the Captain. He said no, it was not
necessary.

The wind was light and on the beam the night dark and hazy. At about 12-30 4. M. a
light was reported broad on the port bow, supposing it to bo a Steamer and having heard a roaring
noise inside theé vessel from the time that I relieved the deck confirmed my opinion and did not
think it necessary to call the Captain. 1 did not attempt to take a cast of the lead, but know
I gave orders for the line to be passed forward to be in readiness for doing so; at 8 p, m. during
the interval the wind had drawnsmore to the north, I trimmed sails accordingly ; on finding it
was not a Steamer by the disappearance of the light and the increased roaring, I thought it
might be a squall and did not then think it necessary to call the Captain, or did I take a cast of
the lead, after boarding the cross Jack tack, I thought I saw white water and the men at the tack
seeing the same, they said why do you not call the Captain. 1 did so, but said board the main
tack in the meantime, immediately the Captain came on deck he cried out hard up with the helm
and ordered a cast of the lead. I saw both orders immediatly executed and reported three fathoms
in the mean time the Ship had struck. :

(Signed) ROGER A. HOG,
Taken bv me.
(Signedy W. 8. HOOPER,
Jztsnce of the Peace, Principal Assistant Magistrate,

T am also aware that the Chronometers were checked by Lunars and the Compasses by
Azimuths and Amplitudes at every opportunity, and do not think a day passed withont a com-
parison with the three compasses being taken. ‘

LS ‘ (Signed) R. A. HOG.

S

Information and deposition of Alfred Dower Reynolds, taken upon oath before me William
Stanley Hooper, one of Her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace in and for the Distriet, of Ganjam in
the Presidency of Madras, the 22nd day of June 1861, who on oath saith :

I, Mr. Alfred Dower Reynolds, third Officer on board of the Ship «“ Hersilia,” Captain Kirby,
Commander, do declare upon oath that on Saturday at 1 p. »., [ distinctly heard Captain Kirby
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_thefte gince 8 o'clock, had I been called } of an hour earlier, I believe the Ship would not have
mak. The wind was off the land, but light. On the voyage out the Chief Officer on one
oceasion had been drinking, but I took precaution to prevent a recurrence. The Chief Mate
was strictly sober at 8 p. M., when I turned in. On the night of the 15th after the Ship struck,
my first order was to lower the top-sail fore and aft and clew vp the courses and to get out the
boats ; we succeeded in getting out the life-boat, but she was swamped. The other boats were
all smashed before they were lowered. I then ordered the masts to be cut away to prevent the
Ship breaking up. The Ship broke amidships at about 4 A. m, I came ashore on a piéce of
the starboard quarter. All the three masts had gone by the board. The official and Ship’s
16g books were all lost, as well as the chronomeiers and charts. On reaching the shore I'had the
cargo rolled up on the beach ; about 10 a. M. the pillaging to which 1 alluded in the deposition
given before Mr. Hooper commenced. I sold the cargo for the good of all concerned on the 18th
or 19th, I cannot recollect which, for Rupees 1,600. The purchaser Mr. Valley agreeing to
take us up to Calingapatam and to provide for us while we remained there. The purchaser was
introduced to me as Captain Valley by Mr. Lloyd, Harbour Master at Calingapatam. 1 did not
understand by Captain to mean that he was a Sea Captain. The money for the sale was paid
before I left Calingapatam. The acknowledgment of the payment of the meney was drawn ap
on stamped paper and deposited with the purchaser. Since the sale I know that property has
been discovered in the sand and in the houses for 12 miles up the coast ; according to: the
agreement I believed that all property hereafter discovered would be handed over to the
purchaser. The Second Mate, Cook, Carpenter, and Steward have not been paid in full. . The
rest of crew have.
(Signed) RICHARD KIRBY.
Sworn to before me this 6th day of July 1861, at Bimlipatam.
(Signed) C, T. LONGLEY, '
 Justice of the Peace.

The cross-examination on oath before C. T. Longley, Esq., one of H. M.’s Justices of the
Peace for and in Vizagapatam, from the deposition taken from Roger A. Hog, 2nd Mate of the late
Ship « Hersilia” before W. S. Hooper, Fsq., Justice of the Peace at Calingapatam.

Roger A. Hog sworn on oath saith : —The course ordered by the Mate when I took charge
of the watch was North & East and to keep sails trimmed accordingly. :

The wind was West § South, ship on the port tack. I saw no discoloured water when I took

charge of the watch. About a quarter of an hour or twenty minutes after taking charge of the .

watch I saw a light, 1 know the Admiralty laws regarding lights. A Steamer should have three
lights, one at the mast-head, and the others, one on the starboard, and the other on the port bow
or amidships, no matter which. The light I saw I took for a Steamer’s mast-head light. The ship
struck a few minutes, say 3 or 4 minutes before 1 o'clock, 4. m. When the vessel struck I was ordered
to take a cast of the lead, and attending to other orders in faking in‘sail. Ido not know how
the helm was put, as I was not on the poop. Iknew that the helm had previously been put
hard up! I called the Captain, who was sleeping on his cot under the mizzen boom, at least 10

minutes before the ship struck. I called bim when I noticed “white water”—the Captain replied '

« hreakers be damned,” but immediately got up. Not being aft, 1 do not know what the Capta‘n
did or what orders he might have given. I boarded the main and fore-tacks and hauled the
sheets aft. I have a 2nd Mate’s Certificate from the Board of Trade, I bave been at sea 10
years. T was Srd Mate for three months. This is my first voyage in the * Hersilia.” T was in &
large Steamer called the “ Victoria” as 3rd Officer, I was in her when she was stranded in Ply-
mouth bay. I heard previously to the wreck that Steamers ran along the Coromandel Coast, L
have served 3 years as Second Officer in different Vessels. The Ship broke up about 24 hours:
as far as I could guess after she struck. To the best of my belief, 1 have not seen the

Captain drunk on the voyage from London up to the day of ‘the wreck. The goods were
. pillaged almost as soon as they were washed ashore. 1 think I could identify one of the men

who was foremost in pillaging, as he lost an eye.  The cargo was sold, 1 believe, because it was
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25 Iﬁe'infothM‘zand deposition of John (Goddard, Ship Carpenter on board the late Ship
¢ Hersilia,” taken on oath before C, T. Longley, Esq., one of H. M.’s Justices of the Peace for and
in Vizagapatam. :

par

John Goddard sworn on oath saith : —I came on deck about a minute before the Ship struck,
The Captain was on deck at the time. He ordered me to sound the pumps. I never gota proper
sounding after two foot. The Captain after doing all he could to save the Ship, ordered me to
cut away the foremast, but the sea was so high and breaking over the Ship that I counld do
nothing. The lanyards of the main and mizzen masts were cut away, and as the . Vessel broke
up the masts went over the side. The life-boat was launched and got swamped, the other boats
were smashed. On landing the Captain mustered the hands, and sent some to the North and some
to the South to look out for the missing men to save them, I did not perceive anything wrong
in the Chief Mate on that day or any other day.

(Signed) JOHN GODDARD.
_ Sworn to before me this 6th day of July 1861, at Bimlipatam.

(Signed) C. T. LONGLEY,
Justice of thé Peace.

The deposition of Peter Graham, aged 21, Passenger by the Ship * Hersilia,” given on oath

. before C. T. Longley, Esq., one of Her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for and in Vizagapatam.

Peter Graham sworn on oath saith :—

I was & 2nd class Passenger from London on board the ship ¢ Hersilia.” I left London
on the 24th February; on the 15th of June during the afternoon they were getting in the anchor
and cable; about 8, p. M. I was on the poop and heard the Captain give orders to the Chief
Mate to take a cast of the lead at about 10 o'clock. I went to bed about that hour, 10 o'clock;
my cabin was in the poop and I woke up hearing a cry “a light on the port bow,” “ breakers.”
I then'got up, puton trowser and waistcoat and went on to the quarter deck. The Captain
was on the poop at the time. The ship struck as I left my cabin. They were hauling in the
lead as I went on the poop, I assisted. I looked atthe time, it was not one o'clock, I don't
recollect the exact time. The crew were attempting to take in the sail. The Chief Mate, the
2nd and the 3rd ‘were all engaged on the deck. The boats were then begun to be got ready.
The life-bost was launched, in this were the 3rd Officer and one searian. The sea was too high
for any hoat to live, all the other boats were washed from their davits, the life-boat was swamped.
1 got ashore on some cargo. I did not see the Chief Mate ashore. 1 believe he could not swim,
his body was never found. The last words I heard the Chief Mate say was in reply to the Cap-
tain when he asked if we were all right forward, to which the Mate replied “ we were all right;”
when 1 said good night to the Chief Mate at 10 o'clock, I believe him to have been sober. He
had been the worse for liquor during the afternoon, none: of the other Officers or the Captain were
the worse for liquor on the day after noon before the Ship struck ; I never saw either the Captain
or the 2nd or 8rd Officers the worse for liquor, and I only saw the Chief Mate the worse once
on the afternoon abovementioned. The Captain I believe did all in his power to save the crew

- and cargo after the Ship struck. The day of the wreck there was much pillaging by the nafives.

The Captain gave the Officers and crew leave to drink the wines, &c,, washed ashore and to
use the bale goods, flannel, &c., washed ashore. I believe the cargo was disposed of by private
contract to Mr. Valley at Calingapatam. The cargo was being so pillaged that I think in a
few days little would have been left. A few pieces of flannel aud cloths saved from the wreck™
were used by the sick and others not having any dry clothes to put on. —

(Signed) PETER GRAHAM.

Sworn to before me this 5th day of July 1861, at Bimlipatam.
: (Signed) C. T. LONGLEY,
Justice of the Peace.
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