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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Marine Department,
: 25th April 1861.
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Read the following papers : —

% From ANNATHA APPASAWMY MOODELLY, the sole surviving Headman
and Principal Proprietor of St. Peter's Church at Royapooram, to T. PYCROFT, Esq.,
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 15th February 1861.

I beg leave to submit the following statement for the information: of Goverament,

I. That in the year 1800, my ancestors, the Principal Headmen of Royapooram, tocethe
with their brother Headmen, Principal Boat-owners and certain other Christian Boat-owners
erected an Edifice for Christian worship for the Native Christian congregation-and named it * St.
Peter's Church,” which Edifice and its management were nnder the immediate superintendence
of my ancestors and their brother Headmen.

2. That arrangements were made and entered into by and between them in the year 1806,
for the service and maintenance of a Priest as well for the servants’ wages and incidental expenses
for annual festivals, &c., and contributions were made from that vear and collected from the
income arising on the several Boats belonging to the respective parties at 2 Annas and 6 Pice per
day, viz., from the 15 Boats owned by my ancestors, and 6, 4 and 3 each owned by the other
Headmen, and 1 and 2 each owned by Christian Boat-owners, which several contributions were
respectively paid into the Boat Pay Office under the control of the Marine Board, which contri-
butions amounted to a considerable sum.

3. That in 1822, on and after the demise of the last of my ancestors, and having as his heir
and only legal representative, been put into possession of his Estate, I was the Headman and
Principal Proprietor, and after the respective deaths of the other Headmen, I am now the only
survizing Headman and Principal Proprietor of the Church aforesaid.

4. That such Edifice being rather small for the growing Native congregation, the Headmen
or Wardens in the year 1823, applied to Government to sanction the building of a larger Edifice
to accommodate such growing congregation and for the purchase of some more ground of and
from the Funds aforesaid, and Government was pleased to sanction the same and asum of Rupees
40,000 and upwards were spent in the completion thereof.

6. That in 1826, certain Regulations for the management of the affuirs connected with St.

Peter's Church at Royapooram, and its Fund
Vide Regulations, dated 11th July 1826 of re- e Do Tt PRI S

: : were framed by unanimous consent and si
cord in the Marine Board Office. : J ¥ ent and signed

by all parties concerned and confirmed by the
then Roman Catholic Acting Bishop and still remains of record in the Marine Board Office, by
virtue whereof the Headmen and Wardens drew from the collections and interests on the said
Funds certain amount monthly for the pay and allowance of the Priest and Church servants and
for incidental expenses attending the celebration of annual festivals.

6. Thatin 1828, in consequence of the misconduct of the then Officiating Priest, the
Headmen or Wardens discontinued to draw such allowance aforesaid from the then Boat Pay
Office in pursuance of the said Regulations, thereupon the then Officiating  Priest having con-
spired with some of the contributors who owned a Boat each, and who afterwards in the year 1829
and up to their demise ceased contributing to the said Fund, set up a dispute, and the matters
thereof being referred for arbitration and inasmuch as my ancestors and others were always and
after their death I, as their only representative am the now Headman, the decision of the Umpire

wasin our behalf and in the year 1830, the same
Fide letter, dated 13th September 1830. was confirmed by the Marine Board, and by a

letter from the Secretary of the Board to the
Acting Bishop, the decision of the Board as regards the Priest, were fully communicated.

7. That thereupon, correspondence on the subject having been made to Government by the
said Acting Bishop, by a letter from the then

Vide letter, dated 6t December 1831. Chief Secretary to Government to the said Act-
ing Bishop, I find it stated in acknowledgment
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aircumstance, whereupon Government was pleased to comply with our request and directed their
Engineer to survey the damages sustained and make the Recessary repairs, the charges whereof
were duly paid from the said Church fund.

 16. That after the demise of mYy ancestors as aforesaid and from the year 1822 I succeeded
to the Headmanship and Prineipal Proprietor of the said Church and a
: etor of the said Church and
said Church and in the management of all the affairs apper-

17.  That my three colleagues, viz., Nullaveran Anthony Moodelly, Assarapen Pareatomby
 Moodelly and Monte Appasawmy Moodelly respectively departed this life without any issue,

18. That the two adverse party, Nullaveran Annapillay Moodelly and Andee Pareatomby
Moodelly also departed this life several years ago without any issue, and the several other con-
tributors to the said Church fund are also dead excepting one who was the owner of a single
boat only and I am now left the only sole surviving Headman and Principal Proprietor of the

said Church.

19. That on account of the disputes and differences hereinbefore mentioned by the then
Officiating Priest and his party against myself and my colleagues, the funds belonging to the said
Chureh were laid and still is laid dormant in the hands of Government and from the time the
new Edifice was built we were precluded from applying to Government for sufficient funds for
the erection of a suitable Altar and for Globe Lamps, Wall-shades, Carpets and Mats for the
Native congregation, for want of which they are obliged to sit on the bare floor and for other
necessary decorations.

- 20. That for the past two years the present incumbent of the said Church has no place of
residence, the Rectory thereof being untenantable by reason of its having crumbled to pieces and
three rooms being part and parcel of the said Church are now converted as a Jesidence for the
Priest and for want of funds I am unable to rebuild the Rectory.

21. That in November 1860 I applied to Government for the exemption from the Income
Tax, the income derived from the property belonging to the Church of Saint Peter's at Roya-
pooram, which is entirely devoted to public
religious purposes, and by an Order of Govern.
ment, No, 244, dated 30th January 1861, the
Government was pleased to grant my request. :

Vide Order of Government No. 244, dated 30th
January 1861,

22. 1 beg leave to enclose copies of several documents with reference to the affairs of the
Church aforesaid and also copies of documents which will bear out my respectability and the
responsible situations | held under Government and for 5 years as Cajanjee or Provincial Trea-
surer under the Collectorate and District of North Arcot where Government revenue to the
awgunt of ten millions or thereabouts were received and disbursed by me on my own responsi-

bility and also of my general character.

Pravew.—1, A, Appasawmy Moodelly as the now only surviving Headman and Principal
Proprietor of the said Church beg to submit for the consideration and sanction of Government
that I may be allowed the liberty to draw from and out of the interest of the funds belonging to

the said Church the regulated monthly stipend*
® Pagodas 28-26-40, or Rupees 100-1-0 monthly. (ag per margin) for Priest’s allowance, Servants’
wages &c., and for the celebration of the three
annual festivals of the Chureht as in the 4th

t Pagodas 80.0-0, or Rupees 280-0-0 yearly.

paragraph of the Regulations for the managewent of the affairs of the said Church and its funds
above referred. to, is mentioned, on the joint receipt of myself and the Officiating Priest for the
time being of such Church on my responsibility as such principal Proprietor and only surviving
Head.nan, as was allowed me in the years 1835-86 for the affairs of the said Church and set

fortk in paragraph 14 of this my letter.
Begging your kind forbearance to this my lengthened statement. -
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*  PreamBLe.—2. 1 beg to statethat, these pretended representatives, of whom I shall here-
after mention, now arise, with no other view but to thwart me from my legal rights, as such
surviving Headman, to draw and appropriate the stipend allowed by the Regulations in my letter
mentioned, and to its legitimate purposes, from the funds now lying dormant for the past 28
years ; and thereby inflict further injuries to the said Church and the object of the donors of the
said fund. Such pretended representatives, having left the community of Saint Peter’s Church
and joined the Portuguese Mission Cbapel at Royapooram and not being yet satisfied with the
injuries their relatives Nullaveram Annapillay Moodelly and others who were rejected by the
Marine Board’s decision of 30th August 1830, for a period of a quarter century and upwards,
have inflicted, and if possible, still would wish to prolong the wants and misery ‘of the said
Church. A revelation of their iniquitous proceedings for the above mentioned unhappy period,
will constitute a subject of the deepest regret to the said Church and the peaceable Christian
Inhabitants of Royapooram. ]

3. In continuation —to the pretensions of these pretended representatives 1 beg to refer,
for the information of Government, to the 17th paragraph of my letter under reference in which

'

I bave mentioned that, Nullaveran Anthony Moodelly, Assarappen Pareatomby Moodelly and

Monte Appasawmy Moodelly, the then Headmen, respectively died without any male issue,
leaving me the only surviving Headman, &c.

" lst. Nullaveran Anthony Moodelly having died without any male issue HisTORICAL FacTs

to represent him, but only @ grand daughter named Cheliacunnoo Um- « ExTANT.”—1st. Nul-
mal, has a right, and Nullaveran Maria Doss Moodelly the brother

of Nullaveran Annapillay Moodelly deceased (who, in his life time Lweram' Anthony_ Moe-
attempled the assumption of the Headmanship but was rejected by the delly died, leaving no
Marine Board in their decision aated 30tk August 1830,) is not the male issve but only a
rephew or representative as he pretends of the said Nullaveran An- grand daughter named
theny Moydelly droegsed. Chellacunneo Ummall,

the only daughter of his only son Nullaveran Chindatry Moodelly deceased,

2nd. Assarapen Pareatomby Moodelly also having died without any 2nd.
male issue to represent him, his grand daughter Chellacunnoo Um-
mall has & right, and Assarapen Appasawmy Moodelly his nephew, died leavi |
some years ago, having joined the adverss party and by the instige- ©'€¢ '€aving T e
tion of a Priest of the Portuguese Mission and in conjunction with 1ssue, also leaving an
others of the adverse party, entered the Church of Saint Peter’s, and only grand daughter
committed a riot, wherefore he was tried at the Sessions, convicled and
punished by imprisonmeat, with the others.

Assarapen
Pareatomby Maoodel ly

named  Chellacunnoo
Ummall, the only
daughter of Chellampillay Ummall deceased and Assarapen Appasawmy Moodelly his nephew.
3rd. Monte Ap-

3rd! Monte Appasawmy Moodelly died, leaving mo issue, but two pa- sawmy Moodelly died
térnal cousins viz., Monte Anthoneappen Moodelly and Monte P353Wmy Moodelly diec
Annapah Moodelly, and Monte Annasawmy Moodelly who pretends leaving no issue, but
himsel* as the uncle of the said M. Appasawmy Moodelly which is Vo g 1 i
not the ease but his SJather-in-law, and which said M. A.mm.vau'my 0 . paternal copsins
Moodelly acted for some time as the Treasurer of the Collections be- named Monte Anthony-

longing to the Church and since is vnwilling to render any sa tisfactory appen  Maoodell |
account and in order to evade the reckoning, he has joined the adverse *PPeR  Moodelly anc

party and is the principel mover and ring-leader of such party from Monte Annappah Moo-
the commencement of the unjust dispute. delly

For OpixioN.—Under the above related circumstances, I humbly submit it to the con-
sideration and judgment of the Right Honorable the Governor in Council, whether the represen-
tatives (as pretended) of the deceased Headmen (my colleagues) are the real representatives ?
Whereas, if they were, they would be glad of my application for the benefit of our Church, and
would evince a sincere desire to join me ; but they having long ago left the community of Saint
Peter’s Church and joined the Portuguese Mission Chapel in Royapooram and constantly creat-
ing disturbances in the said Church, and as often punished by the authorities, and therefore
mimical to the interests of the said Church, they are not what they pretend, nor care if the

Church Fund laid dormant for a century to come ; hence they now come under the presumptive
9
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¥the possessor of fifteen Boats. [If such was the case the Records of the Master Attendart
uld show as he collected the Boat tax, but in the List prepared in 1838, his father is shown
possessor of a less number than Annathay Appasawmy Moodelly claims the honor for.

“The List No. 1 of one side shows twenty-one Boat-owners, and thirty-one Boats, and

0. 2, in Annathay Appasawmy Moodelly’s side shows only 14 Boat-owners, and thirty
“When there were so lately as in 1838, Boat-owners thirty-five in number on both sides,
can A nmthhy Appasawmy Moodelly claim the whole fund of Saint Peter’s Church as the

i 301 sur "ving proprietor of it ? Is it possible that ail the Boat-owners could bz dead withous
! fming,‘%single descendant? In paragraph 18 of his Petition to Government, Annathay Appa-

sawmy Moodelly mentions one Boat-owner to be surviving whose name and the part that he had
i the Church’s concern he sets ‘aside, while he mentioas of all others, whereby your honor will
sasily perceive the object and the motive that led him to it.

5. &'e beg herewith to submit two Lists of Boat-owners, showing the survivors, and succes.-
iors of those mentioned in the List prepared by the Marine Board in 1838, both on our side as
well as on that of Annathay Appasawmy Moodelly, and from which your honor will observe that
the 35 Boat-owners are at this time perfectly represented. Having therefore so many Boat-owners
and representatives, now we leave it to your honor to judge how far Annathay Appasawmy
Moodelly's claim and pretension to be the sole surviving Boat-owner, and Proprietor of the fund
f Saint Peter’s Church at Royapooram is correct or admissible.

6. The Petitions presented to Government, dated the 6th September 1838, as well as the one
lated the 7th October 1842 were signed not only by Annathay Appasawmy Moodelly but also
3y two others styled Headmen, viz., Assarapen Appasawmy Moodelly, and Nallaverun Chindatry
vloodelly. The last named person is dead, but Assarapen Appasawmy Mooodelly is still alive and
|o"w could Annathay Appasawmy Moodelly say that all are dead and that he alone is alive ?

7. Onthe 21st of May 1828 the Marine Board to obviate the difficulty and inconvenience to
ae said Church, from the disagreement and division of Boat-owners, caused the nomination of
¥0 persons on each side and they appointed those that were so nominated as Wardens of the
hurch and entrusted to them the keys of the Church and the administration of its affairs, until
1e dispute regarding the Headmanship should be brought to a settlement, and these four Church
7ardens are :

On one side On the other side.
howry Iyasawmy Moodelly and Thundal | Chinapillay Chowrymootoo Moodelly  and
Appacootty Moodelly. Monte Marrydoss Moodelly. :

Of these Thandal Appacootty Moodelly of the one side, and Chinapillay Chowrymootoo
oodelly on the other side died, but the other two are still alive, and such being the case, and
2y befngqlso Boat-owners, how can Annathay Appasawmy Moodelly assert that there is no
aurch Warden, Boat-owner or Headman alive ?

8. Inparas. 6thand 7th of Annathay Appasawmy Moodelly’s Petition to Government under
tice, he states that the disputes regarding Headmenship were decided by arbitration in 1831,
t he nowhere refers you to the opposite decision of two of the arbitrators and confirmed by the
shop of Saint Thome, and registered in the Supreme Court on the 7th August 1830 nor to the
sceedings had by the Marine Board and by the Government in 1833, when Government put
top to the collection of Tax on Boats, and the disbursement of any money out of the Church
d in order to bring these disputes to a settlement., He nowhere also alludes to the Marine
wd’s proceedings in 1838 and subsequent years on account of these disputes remaining unter-
ated. If the disputes on that matter had been settled in 1831, why did the Marine Board
are in 1838 twa Lists of divided Boat-owners and contributors to the Church Fund, and
iis circumstance Annatha Appasawmy Moodelly’s intention to mislead your honor will be
went: From your own knowledge of the matter and from the Re.cords o.f.your Office your
r can perceive how Annathay Appasawmy Moodelly attempts in his Petition to canvass the
of the case in order to serve his own ends to get the possession of the Church Funds.
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1838.

M anen Names. \ Signaturgs. Former Owners.

——— ———— . ——

m A ..lp' o goy 6T aldr 1p 558

g 18 Moodzlly 5. Falepssupsed

. Arokium Moodelly ....../#. oCm:Buepsald
ArokmmMoodelly ren 4|5, 2CwEBLLp sl

ariapa Moodelly. ... ../Gur. wiwdugsses |

.. Quingidgpsed

| Y. Appaswamy Moodelly. ... &. guurerdopsed |

M. 1. Thumbeappa Moodelly Quir. 5. gelwiuepsel 'gauuwaul_mga_g_@’e‘

M. Moottooswamy Moodelly. - s 8apsel

N. Mareadoss Moodelly... ... 5. mﬁu;va@ﬁsﬂ

M. Appasawmy Moodelly...
M. Annasawmy Moodelly. .

rsuuaa CGseapsed

. Cuor. guursrfapsed

. Guor. g ey lapsed ,

'P. Ch. Sourimoothoo Moodel]) u. 8. safippsgapsed

(. Iyasawmy Moodelly...
K. Soureacootty Moodellv
T. C. Manacootty Moodclly

M. Aurokium Moodelly... ..
'K M. Appavoo Moodelly .

M. Caroonasalem Moodelly ..
M. Chinthathry Moodelly. .

|K. Tharisana Moodelly. .

‘Total Boats 31,
‘A ¥

l__

and Boat Owners 21.

&, ghwrerdapsed
. @ar. Faflurigryepsed U, gevariugpsed
lO,grr Q& war @Gl ig pged ‘
w. HCmsBwp s sOLIeE (1ps Y
!6‘" e autamed lﬁ CPEEWE
. Qur. e@epeeuLpEed '
. Bpars e sed
's. Qpficarpsed
i i
i

tut of Boat owners who concur in the prayer put forth in the Petition fo the Right Honorable
$ the Governor in Council in that a monthly sum should be paid from the Royapooram Church.

No. of Boats. , Owners’ Names.

6,7, 74
23
33, 58
39
41, 46 ,63,77,78
79, 80,81,91
45, 61
48
49, 68, 70 89, 90

59 5
99
96
9
83

Total Boats 30,

Iyavoo Moodelly ..... ... ..
M. Mariadoss Moodellv R

Gnanapracasum Moodelly ...
’w wiwsgr & g6l

M. Mariadoss Moodelly

M. Chinnathumby Moodelly...
N. Chinthathry Moodelly .

K. Gunanappen Moodelly. .
A. Arroolappa Moodelly...
R. Rajanthrum Moodelly
M. Coolappa Moodelly...
M. Annappa M codelly...

1838.

l Former Owners.

% Signature.
]
l

w. guwreupsed

.|Quor. wfiwsr&epsad

@I p& F1p 5ol urSuboner

|o. Beven s Iapges lgy. gUurendopsed

-'.55" Bparéffiesed
.18 @Te ILp Sel
..|Q@&r. g@merOupsel

g guurerdapsel

. Cur. @CesFrapsel
+(@uor. @ererLugpsel l

'LD e muu@nﬁaﬂ

M T. Soureacootty \Ioodelly Quor. 5. safiuré@Guy. apges!

K. Thomyappa Moodelly .
C. Arroolappa Moodelly .

and 14 Boat Owners

e, @gricevwwiuepsel
k@&lf Smeruapsed

e
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Igmcdinga of the Madras Government, J[(u'iné Drepm-lmcnly:
e 25th April 1361.

EccLEsiAsTICAL DEPARTMENT

No. 19.
Extract from the Minutes of Consultation, dated 18th January 1845,
ving letter from the Reverend MANUEL ANTHONY MARTINHO D'SILVA.
- (Here enter 23rd December 1844.)

—_—

" Resolved that the Reverend M. A. M. D'Silva be informed that a copy of his letter of the
29th October last has been forwarded to the Marine Board.

(A true Copy-)
(Signed) J. F. THOMAS,
Acting Chief Secretary.
No. 55. OrDER THEREON, 25th April 1851, No. 148.

Resolved that the Superintendent of Marine be requested to communicate with the Govern-
ment Solicitor in view to the opinion of the Advocate General being had whether means can be
gaken through the Supreme Court for determining the Proprietorship of the Royapooram Church
Fund, or for its due appropriation to the objects for which it was intended, and for relieving
Government from all further concern with it.

2. It is believed that all the previous correspondence on the subject will be on record in
the Office of the Superintendent of Marine or in that of the Advocate General, to whom the
Government have on more than one occasion made references on the matter of the Fund.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
C/IIE/ .S-(’l.'/'{'/llr:‘/_

Exd. F. Cartledge.
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