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~ Audit of the Harbour Works
Accounts

‘Ordered that the application from the
Chairman of the Harbour Trust Board for
a reconsideration of the rate fixed by the
Government of India for the — be for-
warded for the orders of that Government.
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~ GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

byl
" MARINE DEPARTMENT.

| AUSTIN, Esq., 1.CS,, Chairman, Harbour Trust Board, Madras, to

the Joint Becretary to Government, Marine Department, dated 21st February
1896, No. 5087 A,

errmg to G.0., No. 2770 W., dated 2nd N ovember 1895, I am requested by

8 to again address Government with reference to the fee charged for the
Harbour Works Accounts.

oard has since obtained information from Caleutta and Bombay as to
puid by the respective Trusts at those ports, and would submit that, in
ounts paid by them, the fees fixed for Madrds are excessive,

_ figures compare as follows :— ‘
 Caloutta— s,

isbursements, 1894-95 ... 41,04,607

udit fee Sos 9,000 = “I2 per cent.

Bombay—
Disbursements, 1894-95 .. & 48,71,153
Audit e 2,500 = 05

Madras{Harbour Works—",. &\ S B g

Dish ents, 1893-94 i R et 221,580

Audit fee 3,878 = 1
Disbursements, 1894-95 s ol ge0
Audit fee vee e : 3,926 =
Revenue Account—
~ Disbursements, 1893-94 - ... 9,08,205
© Audit fee S 1,000
- Disbursements, 1894-95 = w0 15,84 378
~ Audit fee 1,060 = -
. The Trustees wish also to bring prominently to notice that the audit fees
which Government has directed should be paid by the Trust, during the past two
y aggregate Rs. 9,803, or an average of Rs. 4,900 per amnum. The Bank of
s pays, to two duly qualified Public Accountants, for the bi-annual audit of the

_accounts of that institution, only Rs. 1,800 ; and the audit of the accounts of the

Madras Bank is a far more complicated, laborious and more responsible undertaking

‘than the audit of the Harbour Trust Accounts; and moreover the fees fixed for
- Madras upon transactions of only about one-sixth of Bombay are just double the

amount paid by the Trustees of that port. If the receipts and disbursements were
both taken into account at all three ports, the disproportion would be still greater.

5. The Trustees, therefore, hope that Government will be pleased to represent to
the Government of India the enormous difference in the amounts paid by the Calcutta
and Bombay Port Trusts, and by the Madras Bank for audit fees, as compared with the
fees which the Board has been directed to pay, with a view to obtaining a reduction

1 the rate fixed (12 per cent.) for the audit of the Harbour Works Accounts,




Corover D. MoNEIL CAMPBELL, R.E,
Joint Secretary to the Government of Madras,

Marine Depariment,

Tae SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,

Pusric Works IDEPARTMENT.

" T am direeted to forward, for the orders of the Government of India, the accom-
*  panying copy of a letter * from the Chaie-
*No. 5087 A, dated 21st February 1896, man of the Harbour Trust Board request-
rinted in G.0. No. 143, Marine, dated 6th Ing a reconsideration of the rate fixed by
rch 1896. the Government of India for the audit of
' : the Harbour Works Accounts.
2. In your letter No. 209 M., dated 6th August 1895, it was decided that the
Madras Harbour Trust Board should be charged a fixed annual fee at the rate of 13

per cent. on the outlay T on works for the

+ Excluding payments in England and ex- gervices of the Examiner of Accounts and
change thereon. his office.

3. Tn the Chairman’s letter recorded with G.O. No. 2770 W., dated 2nd Nov-
ember 1895, a copy of which is enclosed, a reduction of this rate was solicited, but
His Excellency the Governor in Council was not then prepared to apply to the Gov-
ernment of India for a reconsideration of the orders which had been passed, as the
sum fixed did not appear to be unreasonable.

4. The Chairman now submits further information from which it would appear
that the amount payable by the Madras Harbour Works is in excess of that recovered
from the Trusts both at Calcutta and Bombay. I am accordingly to forward the
application for reconsideration, and such orders as the Government of India may

consider necessary. :
N

1 have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) D. McNEIL CAMPBELL, Colonel, R.E,
~ Joint Secretary to Government.

MADRAS,
6th March 1896.

FExd. C. M. Brisson.
Spare Copies
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Aadras Parbour Frust.

SECRETARY’S OFFICE,
21st February 1896.

WARE AUSTIN, Esq., I C. S,
CrarmaN, HarBour TrusT BoArp,
MADRAS.

Corn. D. McNEIL CAMPBELL, R. E.,
SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT,

Marine Department.
Sir, X
3 Referring to @. 0. No. 2770 W., Public Works, dated 2nd November 1895, I am
- requested bj the Trustees to again address Government with reference to the fee
charged for the audit of the Harbour Works Accounts.
¥ 2. The Board has since obtained information from Calecutta and Bombay, as to
1e audit fees paid by the respective Trusts at those ports, and would submit, that in
W of the amounts paid by them, the fees fixed for Madras are excessive.
3. The figures compare as follows :—
Caleutta ... Disbursements 1894-95, Rs. 41,04,607
4 Audit Fee ... s 5,000 =

Bombay $a ... Disbursements 1894-95, ,, 48,71,153
Audit Fee .., i 2,500

Madras Harbour Works,.. Disbursements 1893-94, 2,21,586
Audit Fee ... 3,878
Disbursements 189495, 2,24,260
Audit Fee ... 3,925

Rev”ue Account ... Disbursements 1893-94, 5,08,205
" Audit Fee ... 1,000 = -19%
Disbursements 1894-95, ,, 5,34,373

Audit Fee ... bt 1,000 ‘= -18%

4. The Trustees wish also to bring prominently to notice that the audit fees
which Government has directed should be paid by the Trust, during the past two years,
aggregate Rs. 9,803, or an average of Rs. 4,900 per annum. The Bank of Madras

ys, to two duly qualified Public Accountants, for the bi-annual audit of the accounts
oibhab institution, only Rs. 1,800 ; and the audit of the accounts of the Madras Bank
is a far more complicated, laborious, and more responsible undertaking than the audit

-
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