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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Marine Department,

lst November 1860,
A R e eV S NI

Read the following letter from Colonel J. C. BOULDERSON, Commissioner of
Police, to T. PYCROFT, Esq, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George,
dated 15th October 1860, No. 119.

1. Early in the month of September last, I had the honor to receive a letter from the
Accountant General, No. 1,125, of date 7th of that month, in which that Officer requests me to
inform him whether the Commissariat, Ordnance, and other Departments of Government pay
the Boat Tax under the provisions of Act XXVIII of 1858, and in the same letter he says.

“ At present the receipts from the Boat Tax are below the éxpenses, and as it was never
“intended, I presume, that this should be the case, the Tax will either have been raised, or the
« Government should contribute its share towards the cost of the Marine Police.”

2. On the 3rd of October, the Accountant General again addressed me on the same subject,
and he informed me, in reply to my letter bearing date 22nd September 1860, that he considered
it necessary that I should bring to the notice of Government, that the receipt of the Madras
Marine Police Force did not cover the expenditure, and to request instructions as to the manner
in which the deficiency should be made up, viz., whether the excess of expenditure should be
borne by the Government, or whether it should be met by an increase of the present charge of

Peon hire, which would fall on the Mercantile community.

9

3. As the following extract from my letter to the Accountant General, of date 22n4
September, in reply to his first letter to me on the. su}?je(.:b, will, I think, put the subject clearly
before the Government, I tuke the liberty of quoting it, instead of writing a fresh letter on the

with the instructions which the Accountant

subject, and request you will favor me, in due course,

General has desired me to ask for. :
1. ¢ I have the honor to state that the Ordnance and Commissariat Depart-

“ ments, and indeed all other Departments of Government, pay the established Boat
“ charge of 3 Annas for every Boat employed by them, either to lang or ship goods,
“ under the Provisions of Section 2 of Act 28 of 1858; the Government may therefore be cousidered
“ to contribute their fair share of theTax which is raised for the maintenance of a Marine Police Force
“at this Port, The sum, however, which is obtained by the levy thereof, is certainly, as you most
 justly observe, “below the expenses,".and of course it becomes a matter for consideration whether
“ such excess of expenditure above receipts shall be borne by the Government, or whether it shall
“ be met by raising the Tax to a higher rate per Boat. Now this subject is under consideration, it is
“ necessary to call your attention to the fact, that the strength of the Madras Marine Police Force
« has never yet been permanently raised to the full number sanctioned, by about 25 men, and to
¢ ipform you that it has been my earnest endeavour to work the department with as few men as [

“ possibly could, because I found that the figure

Laxtract.

3 Annas per Boat. “at which the Tax was fixed was not high

‘ “enough, by about }th or ith, to cover the
«whole cost of the Force. ‘Mr. Superintendent Ansell, writing to me on this subject, says,—
« « [ would suggest that one Anna. more shou.ld b.e added to the present charge, when the fu]]
« complement of Peons, (viz., 150) might bfe 'mamta-med," much greater security and protection
« would then be afforded to property, than it is possible now to render, as the whole of the Peonsg

« are afloat the greater part of the day.”

2. “Inorder to come to a right understanding on this question, it is necessary to refer to
“ the correspondence which took place between the Government and its Officers on one side, and
¢ the Chamber of Commerce on the other, before the Government was induced to direct jts
¢ Solicitor to prepare a draft of a proposed Marine Police Act, for submission to the Government

“ of India.”

3. “If you refer to paragraph 3 of the Chamber’s letter to the Chief Secretary, of date
“ 30th July 1856, “you will find that the Chamber proposed that the Tax should be raised from
“ 3 to 4 Annas per trip, per Boat employed to carry cargo, provided the sum which at that time
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“ was supposed to be sufficie
nt to cover the cost of th i
e :
“* per mensem, was not realized, upon the understandi:gwtte}ft:m:\as‘f]?d Sub iy Lo Buigens
“3 Annas acai - 3 at the Tax should b
i anz linn “pl:.:;ver hthg r;v;mue derived therefrom should exceed t;eregs:?;dt:?l
raph 5 of the same lett >
““the Merchant er the Chamber adds, “In strict justi
A az °tl;]ght not.to be called upon to meet more than ’the cost th J““";e
8 s ey considered it the duty of Government to maintain ao ;at;c b
n efficient

“ It is by no means clear that the
can perform this duty so well as iti:;ez:’zs:t
by the partics interested in the protection n}
their own property. but if the Mercantile
pommunzl:y of Madras desires it, His IIono‘r
in Council will not object to samction the

: :’holice Force both afloat and on shore,” and
> ey further say, apparently with referrence to

the Proceedings of the Government of India,
“read in Council here, on the 10th of August
“ 1855, exhibited in margin, if the present

organizali : :

fogce zo: f:m?g/ﬁz"e ;"Ol’owd Marine Police establishment for the force is found to be
fetis Pl llzz uf /::Ite etil‘c mevchants shall “insufficient, the additional expense to be
blishment.” pence of the Esta- “incurred ought to fall on the State and not

“ on the Trade of the Port.”

4, s

b GOVernm::;uo;ng&i(:t;h:;d t:;e Government on the 24th July 1856, resolved to address the
o it Wane et omlf.ny. to ascertain whether any charge was made at either of
¢ Madves, and In the 18t ies, as it was proposed a Marine Police Force should perform at
1857, you will find Pflragraph of the Proceedings of Government, under date 31st March
% nd that this Government say, ** in forwarding the above to the Government of

om Secretary to “India, it will be pointed out to that authorit
tember 1st aZd 5tGhml’§r6’:)7fwM WIS - that although th:) establishment of a Marin{a
i ¥ « Police Force is required partly to secure the
P :lr?:li,o:tt:ll?e i‘ :l::'n,t.yet that it would, in px‘votection of life and property, and the suppression of
B v ;: nme.(:)rc‘)’duce such pu!)h(f benefit as comes more particularly within the duty
BN el o provide.” In Bengal it is observed there exists two distinct forces, main-
b Sl y u; a monthly crfst of Rupees 1,010, and Rupees 1,269. The one is established
haipy s S, under t,he.supenntendence of the Chief Magistrate, the other as the patrol
er to Saugor and is worked by the Magistrate of the 24th Purgunnahs. In Bombay
« also there is a Water Police for the security of
From Government of Bombay 13th August 1856, “life and property in the Harbour, and ythe
T AL AT : : « monthly expenditure for it is Rupees 1,129.
e vt ond ::‘ :mc'es 1;.;my. portion of the expense borne by the Mercantile communities
Forha i iy hay, whiile tise Merchants of Madras, far less numerous and less wealthy,
rough the Chamber of Commerce, collectively declared their willingness to meet what

il H .
“vn certainly be a very IaTge proportion and possibly the whole of the expenditure by the
payment of a fee to be levied on every Boat load of traflic.”

9.0 e o
L conseme(‘;l:m scem therefare that the condition under which the Madras Government at
d to sanction the organization of the Force, viz., that the Merchants shall consent

* to bear the whole :
e Mo expenses of the Department, was in a great measure, if not wholly, aban-

No.. 2. ORDER THEREON, 1st November 1860, No. 385.

\ions{::; t:;et:nstance of _tho A.ccmmmnt General, the Commissioner of Police requests instruc-
il g‘;gmfmne; in which the deficiency in the receipts from the Boat Tax under Act
: ’ , is to be made up ; viz., whether the excess of exponditure should be borne by

1he Government, or whether it
. should be met by an increase of tl J 1
which would fall on the Mercantile community.y P e

2. This excess for the year 1859, according to the account furnished by the Commissioner -

of 1')0““ "”“h his report of 26th July last, is Rupees 2,905.7-11. The expenditure for that
})(.Hll:'l having be:n Rupees 29,873-0-11 and the collections Rupees 26,967-9-0. Against this defi-
cit may however be set the sum saved in Ordnance Lascars which, it scems from the Acting Prin-
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¢ of 11th January, amounted for eleven months of the year to Rupees

+ 2] Commissary’s lette
cipal Co Y he actual deficiency to Rupees 2,730-4-17.

175-3-4, thus reducing t
3. There can be 00 doubt that this excess Rupees 9,905.7-11 must be borne by 7

ment. The charge on the Merchants is ah-ea'dy at the maximum rate allowed by the Act. The
Government aré bound to afford due protection In .return for the fees levied under that e.nact-
ment, and as shewn by Colonel Boulderson.the Ma:flne For.ce is not now at the full sanctioned
strength, but is on as low a scale as is consistent with efficiency.

4. 1t will be seen further from the papers quoted by the Commissioner of Police, that the
condition originally required by the Government
of India* that the Mercantile community should
bear the whole expenses of the Marine Police
me measure departed from, before the Draft Bill which afterwards became Act
laid before the Legislative Council. In Extract Minutes Consultation, 31st
' No. 129, forwarded to the Legislative Council, it was pointed

out that * although the Establishment of a

Marine Police Force is required, partly to

Paragraph 1% secure the trade of the town, yet it would, inthe
pression of crime, at the same time produce such public
benefit as comes more particalarly within the

per mensém Rs.  guty of Goverament to provide.” Such pro-

« 24th July 1855.

was eventually in 80
XXVIII, 1858, was
March 1857, Marine Department;

protection of life and property and the sup

Bengal. 1,010.

Calcutla 55"" """""""""""""""" 1,269. tection it was further noted was in Bengal and

Hooghly do. eoxewses™ wseses 7 Bombay afforded by expensive Establishments,
. 2,279. whose entire cost was borne by the State. At

Bombay Water Pobige o rer st __]_’1 29, the close of the same Extract the payments by

the Mercantile community would, it was stated,

be a very large proportion (as they have been) and possibly the whole of the expense on account

of the Police
5. Moreover the Act came into operation on the 1st October 1858, the past year 1859,

. the first in which it has been in force throughout, and for which the Government have fall
being tt e It remains to be seen what will be the financial result of its working in future years.
accounts.

Lastl the whole system will not improbably be extensively modifizd on the completion
6.S ’:' g;le Pier, when the communication between the shipping and the shore will be put
of the ::;ely new footings and the measures necessary for the protection of goods in transit and
on an €

on landing will have

to be adapted to the altered state of things.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Exd. F. Cartledge
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