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Government,

of January 186

honor to acknowlet he receipt of Proceedir of Government of the 17th
instant, No 082, 1€ 'ding the performance by contract of the p ween Madras, the
Northern ports and Rangoon, abd to offer the restions, obsery
hat the delay in my e ply has been occas s on the subj

Government of the 8 last, No. 9935; or aeaoraph, I recom-
hould be made over to Messrs, MceKkinnon Mackenzie and Cu., the full
our disposa would be unequal to the task of keeping it up.

M3y anticipations have been verl vd, for since the departure on the 12th altimo of the Prine

Bombay 1o be repaired, no Government vessel has been available for that or any

Arthur” for
. we caleulate with any degree of certainty when any will be available

other service, nor ca
I'his uncertainty 18 ¢ ocasioned In & great MEASUre by the vessels ot being entirely under our
-ontrol ; and so long as Madras, with a large proportion of her forces across sexs, and having
more need of steam transports than either of the other Presidencies, remains dependant on t'u‘c

Giovernments of Benaal and Bombay for st aid, it must continue.

ctive of the anticip tion that the Government Steamers would fail in kexping
f opinion that it would be more advisable to t Sit 1o a pri
ch could be effected with advantage, Itisa mercantile undertaking and
The Right Honorable the Secretary of State for

re always been o

should be entrusted to metcantile ene
Government of Mac entertaining these views, the qnestion is ander what  ars

vl

Indiaand the
- should be made.

rangements the tra ¥

{. The Government in the 2n0d gnn'ag‘raph of the Order under acknowledgment express an
opinion that the contracting parties should  engage to earry all ftreasire, troops, stores, &e., at

ed rates. I beg respectfully to point out that if this is intended to meau that the Company
should be bound to carry all the Government had to send, no one could undertake with certainty
to perform such a service, as during the season at which the reliefs are made—January to April
__the demand for pa
keeping up qdditional Steamers, for which during the remainder of the year there wonld bz com-

e would be much greater than could possibly be complied with without
little work.

I have been doubtful whether it would be of much avail to advertise for tenders for this
So little-is known of the private traflic likely to be brought into aperation by such a
his point. can be obtained from the operations of the Government
Steamers, as there was always foo much doubt regarding the reception of private eargo to induce
m-—that parties would hesitate 1o tender unless with a promise

service.

line—for no sound data on b

the public freely to res rt to the
of such support from Government as would ensure the succe: of the undertaking as & mercantile
speculation. Besides which there are no parties in lndia, as far as L am asare, in a position to
make an offer for the service except the Agents of the Bay of Bengal Steam Navigation Compa-
ny ; namely, Messrs. McKinnon Mackenzie and Coy, of Calcutta, Messrs. Begbie and Co., of

Rangoon, and Messrs. Dymes and Co,, of Madras

I have been from time to time in communication with My Dymes: on the subject, and
back mentioned io conversation what 1 thought might meet the views of the

authotities in this countiy: The scheme was this that on the line being taken up by vess:is at

6.
some few months

50 to 200 horse power, leaving twice a moith with the ruails and

from GO0 to tons, of from 1
course adopted by the Government Steamers, a sabsidy of

following in its main features the
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Marine Department,
Jor the month of January 1860,

(2,500) two thousand and five hundred Rupees should pe paid for each trip
of freight and passage to the extent of (3,000) three thousand Rupees more, t
assistance from Government (1 1,000) eleven thousand Rupees a month for the tw
suggestion was sent home to Messrs. McKinnon and Co., who are the actua
the Bay of Bengal S, N. Company, but they have decidedly refused to enter in
which they declare must entail certain loss, :

and a guarantee
bus making the
0 vessels, This
| proprietors of
to engagements

-~
‘.

On their side they have stated

the views they entertaiy regarding the assist
look for from Government to make th

ance they must
e undertaking profitable, The

it proposals are as follows :
Ist. . A subsidy of 10,000 Rup

°es a month, and,
2nd. A guarantee of 10,000 Rupees month in p
s Coringa.. .ciiiiiin il 80 and freight, basing !

ok - that adopted iy the G
'y Vizagapatam...... 25 ment line and the latter on the scale noted in the margin,
31 ZEABGOON . 2y s idinne it B is lower than the G

vVernment rates,
8. For this they would be disposed to run two Steamers a month
““ Governor Higginson,” and sending

out as early as Possible two others of g0 tons and |
power to keep up the communication, They however, intimate,

‘ it e gt Wiisist i, at the same time, th
doubtful whetlier with this assistance the line could be worked profitably, they w
willing to come under penalties for delays, ‘

To Masulipatam................ 15

assage
overn-
which

> Commencing with (he
30 horse
at being
ould be up-
9. T have had much conversation on this mattey and  have represented to
him. that Tcould not recommend to Government anys $ his correspondents pro-
pose; but at the same t‘i"‘!é# 1‘{%&“““* to him whether it wmﬂd_ﬁoz e pric;i;c;b!e fr ik 'Comjiany
he acts for to run one Steamer each month as an experiment for a year, the Government granting
@ subsidy of (3,000) three thousand Rupees for ench trip for the conveyancs of the mails, and
guarantecing freight and passage to the extent of (W,5‘09) eten shoasmiding hv#ﬁ“ndmdk e
more. The objection on his partto this is that to ensmézmgdhﬁw&mm of the stipulation as
o dtesof departor s Statersyould b sequid, s expans of Kesping wp mimer o
~ be cavered by the pro eds. hﬁf'.‘1"1‘.‘3e‘:l‘l:ifm'm:rtbe»‘m‘her‘l!md 0 one ,&tguger- Py Even i
ing ber some lutitude as to dates, it would be imeracticable to keep up the line with one for any
£ length of time. E,

7 gpuqamed:écﬁi&bal ::"'e‘slt,-;inﬂ“if cqnmnﬂy worked without sufficient time
= Being aflorded ko the Togineers ﬁr;mg"‘mda‘ng -Operations required to keep the machinery
B L e g P i

in astate of efficiency, they break down.  Finally Mr. Dymes

with Mr. Dymes,
uch arrangement g

; own. at my suggestion proposed to the
. Bay of Bengal Steam Navigation Company, to run one Steamer a month, the Governor Higgin-
S e s y'e-ﬁ.-_mgg;}wiws}x disabled under the guarantee and subsidy above named ; by
Messis. MeKinnon @&&elmmm‘i(ﬁh. now stated that they cannot aceept such low ters,

They remark that nothing under  (5,000) five thousand Rupees subsidy and (35) thirty-five
* Rupees passige money f cified number of troops, muking in the agaregate about
,‘I'Q;O(‘)olxﬁe‘r‘.x thousand Ru; appears to hold ¢ M“tmpeuon antage to thei ‘

Company to undertuke thy

"

" Proseedings of he Madras Goreraments, Marine Deparinens
Jor the month of January 1860. 3 X

penalties, with a guarantee of (7,500) seven thimsan@ am;l ﬁ'ygf hmdted Rupees in freight amd
passage on each trip for one year on the following occasions: |

Ist. That a Steamer be dispatched to Rangooummuﬁer ;ﬁegg;x;gl t};f F:g ﬁr::
or second Suez Steamer of the month as may h ereaf _b&!f%u} , t u&lzl ing W
Masulipatam, Kakinada and Vizagapatam and thnl*ﬁlié&@mm wum by the sam
route. . o R i) - s i

Znd.  That she carry all Mails free offnrvthe_‘l‘.(,: ‘ b me

Jrd. That she shall afford the regnkted space
cabin accommodation for 5 officers, and s

4th,  That the freight and pa&sage shal
charges for freight and passage by
Steamers. 7‘ 2 ‘_.jyl'-;;;;ﬁ-‘- o

1

Madras and Masulipatam... ,Q,
5 e GOy
+ » Vizag@pn;gzg... '
. » Rangoon. ..

Masulipatam wdj%?g
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(Signed) T, PYCROFT,

encies,

Presid

" .

Var

;0]35 ef Secretary,

Exd. F. Cartledge.
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