


the Madras Government, Marine Depariment,
- the month of May 1860.
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Proceedings of

Read the following letter from Captain W. F. MARRIOTT, A

Government, Bombay, to the Secretary to the Government of Madr:
Castle, 21th .-\L)ril 1860, No. 335.

v the honor to transmit the accompanying copy of the Report of
ce of the representations quoted and opinions expressed in the

I have n the Committee of
Enquiry appointed in conseque
Resolution by the Government of Madras No. 347 of 30th July last.

2. Colonel Balfour was unable from illness to assist in the enquiry; Colonel Burn of the

noal Army accordingly, at the request of this Government undertook the duty conjointly with

ditchie the Supm|.xtv:xvlonﬁ of the Peuninsular and Oriental Navigation Company.
3. His Lordship in Council abstained from recording any objection or comment in respect
of the resolution of the Madras Government until the enquiry should have been completed, but
he now desires to 1
« That the loss of that unfortunate gentleman and of the crew, twenty in number, who

i

wotice the Gth paragraph of that resolution which is as follows : —

per hed with him, is directly to be ascribed to the unseaworthy condition of the * Pownah”
does not seem 1o the dras Government to admit of question. [t will likewise readily occur to
the Government of Bombay, that her case is scarcely likely to have been a solitary instance of

nezlect or fraud on th

of the Dock-yard officials, whoever they may have been, to whom

"
. repairs were entruste d.
4. Irrespectively of the subsequent evidence it appears to His Lordship in Council that
warranted

?

these remarks were not epting the statement by Mr. Robertson of the condition of

the planking as qu« ted in the 2nd agraph of the resolution, it should have been remembered
that Mr. Robertson in thz same
ones, also being caulked.” This statement as it appears to His

1 M T ? 7 g S 7 S8 - =%
said, [he ¢ Pownah” is now having the rotten planks

v
taken out and replaced by new

o Jate ~ - Ropes Ns RIS G A 3 3, '
Lordship in ( ouncil, ought to have ek l.xj,l d xl‘u‘n ssumption um't' the‘re could be no question of
the loss being attributable to the condition in which the * Pownah” left Bombay.

5. The further suggestion that the case was evidence of habitual neglect or fraud on the
part of the Dock-yard officials, appears to His Lc rdship in Council to Lave been equally unwar-
ranted. It wasnota question of whether a repair had cogg too much which might be the result
of peculation by subordinates, but a question of whether a repair had been performed at all, and
the D ard officials direct
Officers of the Dock-yard. The slightest ground for real suspicion of such neglect especially,

as sug

implicated in such assumed neglect or fraud are the highest
o

estod; with fraudulent intention, would indeed demand the mos? r ous enquiry ; but
its improbability was so reat that His Lordship in Council feels that whatever the prima facie
ground for enquiry, the confident expression of such suspicion, in anticipatio i of enquiry, was
personally injurious to those Officers.

; :l'hc foregoing remarks are applicable antecedently to the enquiry. DBut the result of
e enquiry enti ly exonerates the Bombay Dock-yard of responsibility. It isneedless to review
¢hich is clear, concise and conclusive, but the Governor in Council would draw the

the report,
ras Government to the letter of one of their own Officers, Mr. Levinge, which

attention of the Ma
is ¢ ]‘)i)“llde to the report.
crew were a set of coolies, he was unable to address any of them in the Native language and in
Il or any sudden emergency he could not have been able to make his orders under-

From this letter it appears that Captain Robertson said ¢ that his

case of a squa
stood.” Here it seems to this Government is a sufficient cause for the loss of a vessel, however
seaworthy, and therefore His Lordship in Council has only to concur in the hope expressed by
nmodore Wellesley that the Madras Government will see fit to recall the opinion (’.\L}’!‘(";M\.l
in the Gth paragra

= It remains to notice the observations of the Committee of Enquiry upon the unfitn

ph of their resolution of 30th July last.

the class of vessel for the service on which she v employed, and especially their rem
long immunity from a :nt, consequent upon keeping them at sea only in fine weather, will not
be accepted as an excuse for their employment,”

y 2 N | lavw ateg ot g one Tt b - 1 O

8. Commodore Wellesley states, tl e aorees with the Committee as to the unsuitableness
of Pattamars, but with reference to the assumption that their employment was inexcusable, he says,

a
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new pump.”
12.  The inventory of ship’s stores at the ti rti |
2 me of i
Committee cannot report how far the « Pownah” wag fon:dta;: nsgtol:':i tl’rrv:f 2o .Pmd“ced’ i

. Ii.l < 'lf:: :ffi:v:::;left Bombay on N?vember 1838, in charge of g Syrang and Lascar
crew,examined state that :;e'oyﬂge e, T2 thers oo #th December, Two of te
AN o Passage; the crew returned from Cochin

aster Attendant, who reports that ** in con-
“me, [ “3€rely examined her hull aboye water, and she ¢} - o Y teld oa has, by
o ;h? pe.nod-she Was under my charge from the 3 .
¢ ]yu.:g in this harbor, the vessel wag very tight, angq made

the Native Officer w in
aracter of the ve -

! ssel ; excepting being furnished
hing done to hep in this port e d

Master Attendant at Tutticoreen arrived at

Syrang to ¢
men and lads, I ever hag the ifl.fo ity they are the most worthless,

to handle a vessel of the « Pownah's” description e o mil with,” and At STl
15. The new mainyard suppli b

ing given Way, the * Pownah” left for
ugh Crawforq, Commercial Agent for the

16. 1In reply to the enquiries of the Committee

Travancore § tates,

' . Mr. Crawfyrq states: “J did not hold
Vide letier 815t Octoher 1859, o L regular survey of g1, vessel and was never
“ b iy i.n any part of her, I was two or perhaps
considered L Tee times on | 2

Robertson.soer a:l:st timtfitd and da.ngerous for the service ghe wagoa:(::f xl w:xloll‘;e(r:e, :';:
“ the great leng’th an:lx:; lﬂz :ofm;t 1.0f him that if €ven she were a neyy vgasef(:[?; v::s t::ilt in‘gm)
“ in less thap 3 St e th::eoif:l:ﬁi;lone, would tear hey to pieces in the Gulf of Manaar
“ what will be yng, .98 8 cross and jrregy|g, sea runnj i re,
el condemnat;nel::ozlebi ;h;a tehrm perished, ang ¢, have repaired z:,:;n:f:,llﬁa:nii:;:ed
* thought unusually heavy for Dss,sue):lfopper "as apparently new, what I could see of it, and I
“ worthy.” S e considered that the “* Pownah” was unsea-

“
6

than to her state of repair, © vessel for the service on Which she was to be employed,

18. The« Pownah” Jef Allipee

her unprosperous VoYage is contained i ),

IEPOrts on arrival at Tutticoreen that « ¢ 1, Wik

it ha on’s letter of 5th March 1859, while he also
““ next the Copper were fonnd ¢o 1, 1t has been discovereq that severa] planks on both sides
* admit a man (o Pass his hanq tbr:npehrfelftly g bt ith numerou; holes sufficiently large to
“ lining, which were g0 the entire thickness of the plank up to the timbers or

mere] i

“of o litle black paine - cred up :;'": chunam a0d wade prosenteble 1o (1 eye by means

30 open as to admit of 1 > Of the topsides, Water-ways and covering boards were
) Arge quantities of Water to pass i

19. Thi 5 £ through i 1d."”
vl ‘;i':f::l::‘ ::";:;"i{ ::‘iﬁ::w;i. b‘{ IN{:‘. V. H. LeVingge, t}l\l::?ngd%t;)le::;: c::" e';"i‘:me-
" copper is quite rotten and ful] of holes.?: - 4ve myself scen that her planking above her

e

- e ey - .
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20. The Committee cannot reconcile with these statements the evidence laid be:forfe them at
Bombay. Defects so glaring must have been seen by many person.s when the vessel's s:t_iFs wer:;
dubbed and planed bright, and her plank could be be:‘.ter e.xammed than at:t.er caulking ar;J
painting. They could not have been overlooked un.less mte.ntlonz'\lly, and no. interest coulfl e
served by such unintelligible neglect, while their existence is denied by the witnesses examined
here.g]_ The * Pownah™ arrived at Tutticoreen on 25th February, and remairfed there t_i.ll 12th
March, filteen days. Mr. Robertson in his letter of 5th Mzrrch, states, ':‘ she is now having the
« rotten planks taken out, and replaced by new ones, also being caulk(.ed. . "

22, As it was considered advisable to have the condemned planks produced if possible, ap-

lication was made to Mr. Phillips, Master Attendant of Tutticoreen, to bave them sent to Bom-

g bay. In his reply he states “ that since my arrival here I have heard

Vide letter 26th Octobar.  “reports of the ill-condition of the Pattamar * Puwn?h’s" hu!l, and

“of two planks said to have been taken out of her sides, but have

“ not seen them. Upon enquiry I find that the planks have been stolen or destroyed, and am there-

“ fore unable to give you any information regarding the condition in which they were when taken
(1] ‘ =

outzgf thlgis:)::o?:t};d in this, the Committee have however obtained the Bill for repairs to the

: vessel at Tutticoreen, they appear to have been

Account of Repairs, 11th May, of a very trifling nature, the only timber sup-
8 Coils Coir Rope........... Rupees 38 12 6 'plied consisted of 3 Angely planks, value
3 Angely Planks............ » 15 0 0 Rupees l:’i and the whole amount for labt?r'
Carpenterss.suess esinisssns = 5 11 11 and material as per marginal memorandum is
Birgers S NS 4 I 10 2 only Rupees 88-15-9, of which nearly one half
Dol S % 6 12 0 isforcoir rope. On further enquiry they find
Trehe O e o e o s, o 2 1" 6 thatonly one short plank 12 feet long 15 inches
PR a o e » 6 5 8 broad and 2 inches thick, was fitted on the
Vot You SRR L e T e 0. 2 0 starboard side and amidships above the copper,
DIGEUM cinaweqnussdenicpimennaze » 1 4 0 andthreesmall graving pieces of the dimensions
Tar 1-8-0 Canvas 9-12-0 .. L 11 4 0 marked in the margin, on the port side, amid-

————— ships, above the copper; nothing appears t» have

Rupees 88 15 9 been dove to the waterways, covering board, or

. — -7 any other part of the hull, and the Committee
can only conclude that on a closer professional

1 Piece 3 feet X 6 X 2 inches, examination the vessel was found to be ina

iy AT TR e BT A Tt general good state of repair, and that no other
] = . . . -

1 | SR e il R defects required remedying, this view is borne
” 2

out in some measure by the fact that contrary
Fide Mr. V. H. Levinge's letter, dated 9th to his own expressed intention to employ
March. another vessel (the “ Henrietta” schooner),
Captain Robertson started in the “ Pownal"

on 12th March, on his ill-fated voyage to Ceylon.

2%. The Committee have written on two oceasions (20th October 18359 and 14th J anuary
1860) to Mr. Levinge, in reference to the reiark in his letter of 9th March : “ I have myself
“seen that her (the “Pownah’s”) planking above her copper is quite rotten and full of holes,” but
as vet have received no reply to their letters.

: 25. Although not lying within the limits assigned to their enquiry, the Committee cannot
close their report without recording their opinion that vessels of the class and character of the
Pattamar “ Pownah" are unfitted for the public service, and in doing so they only give expression
to acommon couviction. Barbarous in form, construction and rig, they are pronounced by
those best acquainted with their qualities to be of all unsafe vessels, the most unsafe, liable to
capsize if taken aback in a squall, unmanageable, they cannot tack but must wear, unfitted
for encountering heavy weather, or remaining at sea during the South Western Monsoon and
requiring a large and experienced crew,with a special training to handle the sails, they are apparently
without a single redeeming quality to recommend them for service.
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ill rest somewhere,

& b“tjustl)' Upon the Government which

unsafe,
27 If other Vessels :

for reasons of €conomy,

28. Captain Robe
of the ¢ Pownah” for th

29. The Commit
on
The Committee since made for them by overnment,

(ngned) H. p, BURN, Colonel,
8 » JOHN RITCHIE.

Powna}y » the Commissioners to Enquire

ah,” dateq Honore, 3041, January 1860
% I haye the
anchor j, 4,

honor to inform you that I
e harbor of Tuticorin, that
plank seemed quite rotten,
I not I don't know, Captain
sailed, so that his loss was
8 in such a state, I should *

) "*]“d that hig Crew were a sot of coolies, he was

Native anguage and ;
in len
not have been able o make hig ord:rs, understo(;?e g ot 0L oy
ylon Emigration Arren ;
e Cy to
tson informeq him thy “7000 Y told me

: t t
he saiq the holes were filled with chunamle

but if Captain Grahan, i addresseq he ¢

either that he saw it himself, or
d T(')ufld all the bolts wag rotten, and I think
» 80 .thut 1118 possible she may have started a plank,
o an give nformation on thi e :

ay w lc}} has occurreq j B e B s
Pers on my removal from the Tinnevelly

From v, H. LEVINGE, Esq., Collector of?\T

Bt ] : orth Canara, ¢, the Co
No.r{:g:.lrs of the Pattimay « Pownah," B

In zeply ¢o your letter
of tho 30th ider, -

I can call to memory,

Mmissioners to Enquire into
ombay, dateq Honore, 6th February 1860,
29axy, T have the hon

tion regarding
one plank g taken oyt

O to inform you that in my letter
the state of the « Pownah” which
the account of the repairg made by all roung Just above the copper,
}-efer to was ful] of large Ifoles. I shoulq think tbcr:fo 1, would sht?w what he did, the plank I
in the same state, Captain Roberts, qMte rotten,: Were the others
repairs.

(Signed) w, p MARRIOTT, Captain,
dcting Secretary to Government,

e e ettt s e
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4 To the Secretary to the Government of Bombay, dated Fort Saint George, 23rd May
No. 4. o the
1860, No. 197,

i ipt of
in Council to acknowledge the receip!
i by the Honorable the Goverrfmz in i
gl d"ec;ed d{;te the 24th ultimo, transmitting a copy of the report of the Co N
your leuef under uence of the representations of this Goverume-nt of the 30th .;uly lalst,l Srg ;
R ‘i:'mllxse(ll’attamar Pownah, lost in the Gulf of Manaar in th.e month o Marﬁ; T;ak
ko S : rt it appears, that the Pownah was built in 1828 of Malabar :
% 1-ep:)hroughout In 1855 she was supplied with new. decks, water-'wz:);
k 4. poop and forecastle deck. In August 1858 a Committee was ap;;‘om ; ;
B Fo survey her, and to ascertain what repairs were necessary to fit her fo
Sea for ordinary duties. There is nothing to show that th.e survey was
g ot honestly and carefully performed, nor can the Committee find a.ny
n . ;
intelligible motive for overlooking any apparent defef:ts or only pat.chm'c,
St her u;' on the contrary there is a mass qf evidence given by th? Builders
fi loyed on the, repairs of the vessel, that had any serious defects existed, they
1 Artificers emp :
:;st have been discovered, and rectified.

3. The sum sanctioned by the Bombay Goverament for the repair

7. of the Pownah on estimate prepared according to the survey repo-rt,

fepuh, pareguenely was Rupees 5,000, the actual amount of Bills for labour and material

; R - s 3,623-5-8, so that the extent of the repairs was not limited by cfhjf:ad of

# ﬂlﬂ)'r’ S0, u; sanctioned. Whilst under repair, the Pownah was repeatedly visited by

excee('lzug’ i SU~ istant Superintendent of the Indian Navy, who states that he saw the vessel

Caprit Soe, Abs}bstripped, and the planks dubbed, and they appeared to be perfectly sound ;

e bO"‘wm. 1§ were one or two planks just above the bends where the chain plates

e S A are, and that these were removed, and new ones putin, Heisof opinion

i that’ the survey of her was so searching, that the defects ‘mentioned l?y

o Captain Robe;‘tson could not have existed without being discovered in

syard. Lieutenant Williams, I.- N, who served from November 1855, to May 1858, in

seRliiiy that he was perfectly certain the defects enumerated by Captain Robertson

. Powna.h 58;[32 he was on board of her, having been frequently compelled to carry on her a
i notf(:‘i‘isltt‘l‘m]t would have infallibly discovered such defects,

press of s:

4. The Pattimar Beemah, a sister vessel to the Pownah, and built
P oh 8 in the same year, was examined and found to be in good cundll.xon.
aragrag .

5. The Committee have no reasons to suppose that the repairs of
k9 the Pownah were not completed in good faith, and can discover no interest
g that would be served in sending the vessel to Sea in a defective state »
f: hey have observed, there is no ground for imputing neglect or fraud to the Dockyard
as far as they hq
Officers to whom the work was entrusted,

: h after her repairs were completed,

o R am:za;:c:::?: ewl;liet;:;elgeofv::ll: }::‘;V nlz:een sa:isfactofily performed? but a

certificate under date 17th September, was granted by the Syrang \vh‘o

AR took charge of the vessel to Cochin, that the defects as mentioned in

the Survey Report, had been completed by the Master Builder’s Department, with the exception

s 7. The inventory of Ship's stores at the time of starting not havin g

Paragraph 12. been produced, the Committee cannot report how far the Pownch was
9 found in stores for use.

8. The Pownah made no water on her fair.weather voyage from Bombay to Cochin; and
' whilst at the latter port was, according to the statement of the Master
Paragraph 13 Attendant Mr. Caster, very tight, and made no water whatever,
arag o
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9. On her voy

Powna?
1 of her class, the
thy, as a vesse
taunch and seawor
loss might have occurred, however s o
' iaht I . S agraph this Goverr
in Rok with a new and 1 TiaRE T, i lain that by the observations in the same paragrap
Age in charge of Captain Robertson e {< 9 o sliati ey
g : eppee, ! 18. 1a
Paragraph 14. very inefficient crew from Cochin to Tutacorin she put l‘nl“ j):xcclt’;l“ ;
when My, Crawforg inspected her, He reported to the (On"f"hed Gy ]
Paragraph 16, “her bends were what will pe understood by the term peris
* to have repaired them would have

g ¢'s of the Bombay
nate employé’s o
t fraud on the PR Dbt the subord;sidered. as applicable to any
A s o
S siﬁge uch regret if their remarks ha"f,' i :;f the superior Officers of ‘L’e
3 "~ Dock-yard and would m b lect on the part of any k however that the
! o e as been negle g ay remar F
N d Buar vl hlst will not venture an opinion, They;l:l zave gone far to decide the
| I g n 2 H
Hepariment thin Gl ;’mmeah surveyed after her repair (which wou
4 i ave the Pown
o ion to have
Report paragraph 23,

“ whole.” He objects to the class

g { the
involved the condemnation ©
of Manaar during the South West

: julf
¢ x Dt the Gu
of vesse] 4 dangeroys and quite unfit for service in

gero
Monsoon,

* « Several planks on by, sides ezt 4, the

s certificate, would seem to imply
erang's
i at issue) and sending her to Sea under a Serang
question now 4
Ay . e qllal'tero ' ed) T. PYC :
i an omission in som o . 3
| Chief Secretary.
Yantain Robert-
T ) riven by Captain :
10. The account given by Caj e
| : : "utacorin .
copper were found to_beijzerj;ecdy Tolter;. with $0n of hep Voyage from Cochin tn‘ ['u R |
' i 1 : L b v : ‘
num"’;ou‘ ,l:llfifx ;:Zf;‘;:mf ha")‘:': eno!ife( :’;;zyi-k(i contained in his letter to the Actin oo :
man to pas, gi the e of the 5 March transmitted to you
ness of the plank P t0 the timbeyy ,, linin € 9th March,
which were mere] Patched wp iy chunam

and made presentable ¢,

is description of her on
etter of S0t July, His e i s
! ; the eye by Means of ¢
little blge paint, '
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“ The seams of the toy
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