


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Marine Department,
arch 1860.

29, Read the following letter from Captain W. F. MARRIOTT, Acting Secretary to
Government, Bombay, to the Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, L{illc\_i
Bombay Castle, 5th March 1860, 2 ¥

I have the honor to forward copy of a Memorial from Senior Lieutenant H. A. Fraser of the
Indian Navy, dated 31st January last, in explanation of his alleged uncourteous conduct while in
Command of the steamer * Coromandel” to certain Native Officials, together with copy
Resolution recorded thereon by His Lordship in Couneil. 4

the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for India.
The Memorial of HUGH ALEXAND R
FRASER, Senior Lieutenant, H. M’s. Indian

Navy.
HumBLY SHEWETH,

That your Memorialist been severely censured by the Governments of Madras,
and Bengal ; and lastly by your Excellency, for having refused cabin accommodation
to a Native Deputy Collector, without an express Order from Government, and also for having
treated another Native Deputy Collector, with “no more consideration than a common coolv.”
our Memorialist respectfully begs to lay before your Excellency, the following plain statenm;xt,

ich he trusts may exonerate his conduct from the culpability attached to it.

2. On the Ist of July 1859, in pursuance of the Orders of the Government of Madr s, your
Memorialist, then commanding the steamer © Coromandel,” called at Tranquebar on his way to
Madras ; while there, he was requested by the Collector of district, to receive as a Dec/k passe;)g-cl.
to Madras, a Native Deputy Collector, proceeding to join the Inam Commissioner, which your
Memorialist accordingly did. 3

3. On the 19th of the same month, your Memorialist received the following Order from the
Government of Madras, through the Chief Secretary, Mr. Pycroft, “ Resolved that the Comman-
s der of H. M's. steamer ** Coromandel,” I. N. be directed to receive on board his vessel, and
“ convey to Masulipatam, the establishment, horses, office furniture, baggage, &ec., of Mr. G. N,
¢ Taylor, Inam Commissioner.”

4. Your Memorialist begs to observe that in the above Order, no mention whatever, is made
of a Deputy Collector, nor was he at the time aware, that such a person was to embark, He
was at the same time ignorant of the status and social position of Native Deputy Collectors, and
no rules or instructions were furnished for his guidance on such subjects.

5. Your Memorialist has been for upwards of 20 years an officer of the Indian Navy, and
during that period, never knew an instance of any person, Native or European, of the acknow-
Jedged rank of a gentleman, being iticluded in the * Establishment” of any Official of whatever
rank ; the term “ Establishment,” being solely applicable to Clerks and other Office subordinates.

6. Your Memorialist, therefore, conld only conclude, that all persons included in Mr.
Taylor’s establishment, were only entitled to the accommodation usually accorded in such cas

and on becoming aware that a Native Deputy Collecter was so included, the fact, together with
the precedent already established by the Collector of Tanjore, confirmed your Memorialist in
the belief that a Native Deputy Collector was not entitled to Cabin pas

%. Had, however, your Memorialist been better informed, it was still out of his power to
orant Cabin accommodation to any person without a Special Order to that effect. In such a ey
your Memorialist po ed no discretionary power. No Officer of the Indian Navy is :nnhol‘ized;
while in the presence of superior authority, to grant either Cabin or Deck passage to any person
of whatever rank witho yecific orders, and had the Inam Commissio himself, :z})xl:lic-c! for
passage, in the absence of a definite order to receive him, it would have been your ] :
duty to have refused it.
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