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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Marine Department,

Jor the month of March 1860.

Read the followi spatch from the Right Honorable Sir C. WOOD, Bart.,
retar ate for India, to His Excellency the Honorable the Governor in Coun-
il ,]’:_n'l.‘.\':niht George, dated London, 31st January 1860, No. 1.
' [ forward in the packet for your information and | h*
¢ No. 4. which has be his ssed to the Government of Bombay, in reply to their
letter No. 29 in the Judi \l Department; dated the 10th October 1859, regarding

loubts which have arisen as to the application of Section 211 of the Merchant Shipping Act of
1, {, to the ca Seamen, who may be left in distress and destitute in the ports of British

India; and I request your particular attention to
dated W hitehall, 6¢! he letter from the Secre t to the Board of

Lelter /‘/‘,,v,l// J//‘. B
forwarded with that Despatch, in which the

| £
December 1859.
opinions of the Lords of the Privy Council for

are stated, not only with reference to the construction to be put upon the Law as it now
stands, but also with respect to the course of proceeding which should be adopted by the autho-
vies in India, in cases which may arise of Seamen being left in distress in the ports of British

India.

From the Right Honorable WOOD, Bart., Secretary of State for India, to His Excel-

‘ l “U; the Right Honorable the Governor in Council, Bombay, dated London, 31st
January 1860

Having considered in Council your letter 1 9 in the Judicial Department, dated the 10th

of October 1859, with its se .

tion 211 of the * Merchant Shipping Aet of 1854” to the cases of Seamen who

o

ral enclosures regarding the doubts which have arisen as to the

u})pli(jutiu.» of Sec

AT ot warded B coby gt TR Y
may be left in dis for {e copy o papers for the con

s in the ports of Briti o
Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade, requesting to be favored
as to the construction to be put upon the Section referred to; and drawing the
special attention of their Lordships to the letter®
from Mr. Bickersteth (your Solicitor) relative to

sideration of the

with their view

# [){1"’1’(1’ B "’)/‘f;f'I.’/v 17th “\'f’l” e ] 3 :

the conflict of opinion between the Advocates
General at Madras and at Calcutta as to the meaning and intention of the Legislature on this
seneral at | as anc : ) . ; &
subject; in the c ncluding sentence of which letter the reference to the Board of Trade was
subject ; : 3 5 - oo, .
‘“ mended, * with the view to the insertion of a declaration that the Section extends to India
recommended, ; ek

| the Colox in any future Act which may be passed to amend the Merchant Shipping A
‘¢ and the d o
3 5 1 + it be thoucht O PSSATY
¢ on the passing of a special Act, if it be thought necessary. <% ;
2. I transmit for your information a

dated W, , 6th copy of the replyt of the Board of Trade in
Boeabir ] which it is stated that the views of their Lord-

ecemoc . 3 ¥ »
ships are expressed in the Instructions issued

4 Letler from Myr. Booth,

F G 1 Dffi s witl respect U he treatme & '.'!'1'.~'uv N ] o 3 168
for the guidance of (Colonial Officers with respect to the treatment of distressed Seamen, copies
of which Instructions have been already sent to [ndia; l_lmt, \\l[,l.l ’l‘&'leL?ll(fu to “'L.U’llstluvuon to

ceotion of the Act of 1854, the Board of Trade concur with Mr, Ritchie
be put upon the 21 1th Section of the Act . . : | i
\d j | at Caleutta) in the opiaion that the Legislature did intend that Seamen found
(Advocate General at Calcutta) in the opl .
L di . TNrirish possessions abroad might be relieved and sent liome at the expense of the
in distress in British possessiOns
must be dea

he

It with as it a . that, if Masters of vessels refuse to

211th Section, the Board of Trade will, on receiving a

B

public; that each case

. Wil e requirements ol t ‘ 4 & )
(Uml)l'\ “h[l 2 : ressel 1n the United Kin

1 ete1xrs "the
institute enquiries on the arrival of the v
v+ and that, should such proceedii

report of such refusal,
it.

if necessary, take proceed

want of “sufficient clearness in
4 ;“ . ¥

however, that such proceedings may be eflectual, . pubths b

‘ . i ia 1 t obs : the directions contained in the

g yrs in Lndia must observe
”nar \1A.:tbl\‘ l 3 1 he 1‘”"[‘ aragra )ll
] especially those contained in the 45th paragraph.

against the Mast .

the Law, there will be opportunities for amending

is pointed out by their

3 In order,
Lordships that the Shij
»ns referre and

inted Instructions referred to, St

inggil. 3 3 ill | reful that the views of the Board of Trade on this iinportant qu
\(m will be caretu 3 : AN T ik AL S

: 1 forthwith to the Government Senior Magistrate of Police,

pr
ke L Y
Solweitor, e
. yunicatec . i e i
R ] 71 t,‘ r vho may he concerr S0 that d‘l may conlorm 1n carrying
s . and ai others wiu iy C




- B S S PRt -~ — i R R A et et —~ it . t

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Marine Department,

Jor the month of March 1860,
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Law as to distressed and destitute Seamen,

m the manner stated in Mr. Booth's letter dated
the 6th of December 1859,

i
i

o 1
3+
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5. I shall forward a copy of this Despatch for the information and guidance of the Govern-
ment of India, and of the Government of Madras w
conflict of opinion as to the constructi

Shipping Act of 1854,

here the case occurred which gave rise to the
on to be put upon the 211th Section of the Merchant

From JAMES BOOTH, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Trade, to the Under Secretary of
State for India, India Office, dated Whitehall, 6th December 1859, No. 12,116. B
I am directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council of Trade to acknowledge the o

. ¥

receipt of your letter of the 28th ultimo, transmitting for the consideration of my Lords a copy of .| [ :
a letter from the Government of Bombay and encloQures, having reference to a doubt which has : '

arisen as to the application of Section 211 of the Merchant Shipping Act 1854 to cases of s«i{t- -

men left in distress in the Ports of British India, and requesting that my Lords would favor Sir &

Charles Wood, With their views as to the coustruction to be put upon the Section referred to. L1

: : idance
The views of my Lords are already expressed in the Instructions issued for the guidant

of Colonial Officers with respect to the treatment of distre

already been sent to the India House, an

than those laid down in the Instructions,

AT o,
- - "
Eme——

ssed Seamen, copies of which lmv(;
d they do not see that any better rules can be adoptec
The enactments referred to were taken from previous Acts without the experience L
my Lords have since had of their operation, and they are not as clear as could be desired.

The words “ Foreign Countries” in the
the application of that Section to British P

tion that exists between the preceding and following Sections, and the fact that the Section
refers to the relief that may be administ

; > S rms

ered by “ Governors” of Her Majesty, which te ur
could not be employed unless reference was made to a British Possession, my Lords cone
with Mr. Ritchie, in the opinion th

g A . ‘ . . . sgs 10
¥ ; at the Legislature intended that Seamen found in distres
British Possessions abroad might be relieved and sent home at

& : , . as 10
R11th Section might certainly imply a doubt

. v . - 3 H ‘]‘cc_
ossessions, but takmg into consideration the cor a1l
~

the expense of the public. g
p foo oo
pon the other pomnts referred to by the legal advisers of

p
er that each case must be dealt with as it arises.

My Lords have not touched u
Indian- Government, as they consid

They think that if the Instr
of complaint will arise.

If it should be found that Ma
he 211th Section, my Lords will, upon receiving
the case immediately upon the arriyal of a
-‘téke proceedings against the Master,

 Should those proceedings fail from w
‘doubt be opportunities for amending it,

In order, however, that such proceedin
ing Masters in India observe the d
those contained in the 45th paragra

My Lovds, however; do not
home distressed Seamen,

. . - cause
uctions above referred to are adbered to, little or N0

o
. ' gntﬁo 4
Is refuse to comply with the i\ into
,.- . . i cs
a report of each refusal, institute enguirl satfi
» . - . > . if "CS :
the Vessel in the United Kingdom, and, 1f neces=

sters of Vesse

. 0
v 3 sy wl“ n
ant of sufficient clearness in the law, there

at the Ship-

gs may be effectual, it will be necessary th cially

irections contained in the printed Instructions and espe
ph.

anticipate th
neither do the
of distressed Seamen from India m

often be required to convey the

ing
- - in sendi!
At any difficulty will be exp(‘“@“c"‘l s evance
R Ty 4 e s VE)
¥ think, Judging from the number of claims for .w els Wi
A% ) 1 5 r Vesselt
ade during the last year viz, 32, that Masters of Ves
m home, v
e ——

NO. Or : 14 o v y
35 P PLR THEREON, 135ih March 1860, No. 100.

Copies of the above Despatch an

- : : ol Tovernme
. shi \ Lits eliciosures will be furnished to the Gove ”l

ok , . Nt ; . X ; ¢ the
Officers, the Shipping Masters, the Supetintendent of Marine, and the Magistrate of b
Police.
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