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Proceedings of the Madra Government, Marine Depariment,

for the month of December 1859.

Read the following papers :—
o FromdJ. J. FRANKLIN, Esq., Superintendent of Marine; to T. PYCROFT, Esq.,
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 28th October 1859, No. 4406.

After much discussion and unavoidable delay, I have the honor to inform you that an

ement has been arrived at as to the amendments to be recommended in the present Boat

, but as some of them are of a nature to affect the interests of Government, I think it advis-

able to solicit permission before finally having them embodied in the new Act.

‘At a mecting at which the Chamber of Commerce, the Boat owners and the Marine

Department were represented, and which was assembled under the instructions of Govern-

ment, conveyed in Extract Minutes of Consul-
No. 129, 31st Mt 857, paragraph 12. tation marginally noted, it was unanimously ad-
mitted that the boat hire was too low and that the
boats could and actually did carry more than was permitted by law. A fresh Schedule was then
\rawn up in which the hire was increased, and three distinct rates of lading were exhibited cal-
wulated at 3 tons for each boat in ve
rate surf : and at 1} ton with a high surf;
Le condition of the weather and the surfon each day. The Chamber, however, feared

y fine weather and smooth water: at 2 tons with a mode-
a distinguishing flag at the Master Attendint’s Office

indicating t
that this would be too complicated a system for practical use, and that it would involve them in
difficulties as to insurance questions, While being willing to pay increased boat hire they there-
ng the quantity to be carried at its present rate. I do not agree with them, but

fore prefer leavi
asing the hire from Rupees 1-8-0 to Rupees 2-8-0 which has been agreed

think that when incre

upon, it is but rational that the boat should be required to carry its full lading according to the

state of the weather. Their views, however, are entitled to much weight, although the Govern-

ment. as extensive employers of boats have a fair claim to be considered also, and before pro-
o farther in the matter I would solicit the views of Government.

xt point for consideration is the abolition of the extra hire for Sanday trips which

) for accommodation boats ; 9 Annas for common ones, and 2 Annas for katmarams.

Jlections, which amount to from 50 to 150 Rupees a month, go towards a fund for the

bled boatmen and their families, and could not be abandoned withoat some sub-

stitute. There are at present persons receiving monthly stipends of

* One only at this rate. from 12 Annas to 3% Rupees;* and as it would tend to induce boatmen

to engage in the service of the port if a prospect of provision in their old

was held out to them, I would recommend that a stoppage of one Anna a trip be made, and

that the proceeds should be credited to the disabled boatmen’s fund in liea of the present extra

Sunday hire. This could be done by the Commissioner of Police who now levies 3 Annas a trip

on cargo boats; and I may add that the Chamber of Commerce see no obection to the measure.

4. There are many other modifications proposed, but they are of a minor nature and need

not be submitted for the consideration of Government until the Draft Act is completed.

No. 4 From J.J. FRANKLIN, Esq., Superintendent of Marine; to the Chief Secretary
to Government, Fort Saint-George, dated 6th December 1859, No. 4831. :

[ bave the honor in compliance with the instructions contained in Official Memorandum of
15th ultimo, No. 454, to forward a statement shewing the receipts and disbursements of the
ril 1859, from which it will be

the
p
seen that on the last named date there was a floating balance to its credit of Rupees 8,419-5-2.
The statement likewise exhibits the sources from which the fund is maintained.

9. I will proceed to give a brief sketch of the operations of the fund since the introduction

of the Boat Act 1V of 1842.
3. - Between 1842 and 1848 the amount disbursed in pensions varied from 250 to 370

Rupees a month, and in the last mentioned year there were 218 persons on the fund receivi

from 1€ Annas, to 1 Rupee 12 Annas a month each.
4. 'T'he receipts having gradually fallen off, which induced the then Master Attendant to
1 i

solicit assistance, Government in Extract Minutes of Consultation of the 15th August 18%3

No. 315, directed that no more pensioners should be placed ou the list, and that certain reductions

should take place in the establishment kept up for managing the fund anl collecting the

monies credited to it.
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