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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Marine Department,

for the month of December 1859.
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No: 21. Read the following letter from J. J. FRANKLIN, Esq., Superintendent of

Marine ; to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 13th Decem-

ber 1859, No. 4932.

Adverting to the reference to me of an extract from a letter addressed by Captain Haughton,
Superintendent of Port Blair, to the Government of India, of 6th October
8th December 1859,  last, representing that he had found at Acheen the native crew and pas-
sengers of the English Schooner * Alice,” who stated that they had been
abandoned and left behind by the Commander John Douglas, on his way from Singapore to
Madras, I have the honor to inform you that from inquiries made on the subject, it appears that
this vessel did artive in these roadsonthe 16th of September, having on board only the Com-
mander, the Mate, one Sookhanni, one Laskar and the Cook ; the remainder of the crew, to the

number of 11 including the Syrang, having been reported as deserters.

2. On questioning the Agent of the vessel, N. Ratnum, he informs me that the Com-
mander declared, as his reason for leaving his crew behind at Acheen, that he had strong sus-
picions of their intending him foul play on the voyage. He therefore left without them asa
matter of precaution.

3. The ¢ Alice” is now at Tranquebar where her owner Saiboo resides, and N. Ratnum
believes that Captain Douglas is now undergoing an examination before the local authorities re .
garding the desertion of his crew. With the view of eliciting further particulars, I will address
the Collector of Tanjore and submit such other details of the transaction as may be obtained.

No. 22, ORDER THEREON, 15th December 1859, No. 638.

Resolved that a copy of the above letter be forwarded to the Magistrate of Tanjore and

that he be directed to report immediately what proceedings he is taking in the case.
(Signed) T. PYCROFT.
Chief Secretary.

Exd. E. Cartledge.
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