“———

~82,408—23-11-30-

- MR0.1




of the Madras Government, Marine D

epariment,

from 22nd to 3lst October 1859.

e —r —r e P e

2ead the following letter from Captain W. F. MARRIOTT, Acting Secretary to

tCal

overnment of Bombay, ; to the Secretary to the Government of Madras, Marine
artment, dated Bombay Castle, 2Ist October 1859, No. 1296,

acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 458 of 16th September and
a copy of your former letter, No. 348 of 30th July and of its accompaniments was
referred to the Commander-in-Chief, Indian Navy, for his report but miscarried, so that the Com-
Jer-in-Chief, Commodore Wellesley, wrote his report, No. 818 of 19th August in ignorance

mand
thereof, and never saw those papers till after the receipt of your letter under reply.

nor Lo

to state that

of Commodore Wellesley's further report,

I have now the honor to communicate a COpy
ssed to Colonel Balfour, Mr. Ritchie and the

991 of 8th October and of the letters addre

-r Attendant at Tuticorin.

His Lordship in Council trusts that these proceedings
Mad:

From Commodore G. G. WELLESLEY, Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Navy; to the
Honorable LORD ELPHINSTONE, G. c. Band G. €. H, Goveraor and Presid
Council, dated 8th October, No. 991 of 1859.

My LoRD,
I have the honor to ¢ ywledge receipt of Government Memorandum of September 24th,
58 of 16th September from the Chief Secretary to Government,

forwar : COpy of a let
>, to the Secretary to Government Bombay, and also the correspondence
alluded to in the 2nd parag ph of Mr. Secretary Pycroft's letter, which latter documents had not

L!l mc.
No. 818 of 19th August last, was writien in consequence of having observed

p letler, &
paper a letter purporting to have been a copy of one written by the late Captain

on to a private friend, and I must fairly acknowlec that the statement r .de in it rela-

ion of the Hull of the * Pownah ™ appeared to me so in. adible, that I

was, and am still under the impression that the words he used were rather the carelessly ex-
ressions a seaman sometimes employs in conversation when joking upon the defects
an actual bond fide statement of facts.

le fate which there was too much reason to fear had overtaken the

at the lamentab
« Pownah " induced me, the moment I saw that letter, to eundeavour to ascertain whether every
discovered defect had been repaired, and, further, whether it was possible that what Captain
2 obertson had mentioned could have escaped the notice of the professional O s of tha Bk
yard. The result of my enquiry was embo
'mcnts shewing the opinion of the Surveying Office and tie amount of materials used in the re-
(firmed me in the opinion that the loss of the Pownah ” must be attributed to

1 in my letter to Government, together with docu--

pair, and which cor
the acknowledged severity of the weather at the pericd she was missed, and to the unskilfulness
of the cr had on board.

now perused the correspondence which accompanied Mr. Chief Secretary
Pycroft's le Jo. 348 of 30th July last, to the Secretary to Goveenment Bosibar, and I hiave

irnest hope that your Lordship in Council will order the most rigorous en-

vy to express my €
iry to be again into the circumstances co snected with what the Madras Government are
<cd to term the so C lled repair of the ¢ Pownzah.”

a1t of that enquiry I beg to leave the decision*as to whether blame i be
Yard Officers, and in the meantime, 1 cannot but remark that, for the
ence of neglect or fraud on the part of the Dock yard

to prefer acharge which is as unjust as it was

C 1|

‘ble that such defects as those described by Captain Robert-

.v had existed, and I beg to leave to those who c
i ti either neglect
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o B, The question therefore,

.7 ceived those repairs which were-co
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repairing this Vessel, It is essential to know what was the nature of the repairs done to the vessel
at Tuticorin, and to ascertain from the Bi]] red
put into her. And [ would suggest that, if it

moved from her should be submitted for inspection. I qo not of ¢

although the * Pownah,” a teak built Vessel, h
of Lieutenant Taylor, il] within a very short p

» and, but for the cireumstance ¢
sister Vessel, had been refitted and was ready for Sea, 1 should not have

substitute her for the « Pownah” on the Survey.,

6th.  Whether a Pattamar Was a description of Vesgel suited to the statjon and the duty on
which the “ Pownah” was to be employed, was 5 question never referped toany one in Bombay so
far as T am aware. Thousands of Pattamgrs frequent this Coast, and he « Pownah” herself had been
for years engaged on the Survey of the Malabar Coast, and, ag | before stated, it might be pre-

sumed that before a Vessel of that description was specially applied for, it had been ascertained
that she was fit for and would answer the purpose.

“7th. A Syrang and Native Cre
‘were engaged to take her to Cochin,
ing understood that she was
List of the Indian Navy,

hat the « Bheemah,”
thought it necessary to

W (the same as allow
and deliver hey over
to be made over to the Madr

ed to her sister Vessel the « Bheemah")

‘there to the Master Attendant, it be-
as Government, and removed from the

determining whether at the time of leaving Bombay in November 1858, the

“ Pownah” had re-
nsidered requisite to make her seaw

orthy and efficient.

From Captain W, F., MARRIOTT, Acting Secretary to Goverhment of Bromb'ay;'to Colonel
BALFOUR, dated Bombay Castle, 14th October 1859, No, 1273

accompanied him ig attributable beyond question to the un
The Madras Government also remarks that the case of t
been a solitary instance of neglect or fra
Both the Madras Government and
rigorous enquiry into the circumstances
His Lordship in Council b
as may be satisfactory to the M
the Superintendent of the Penin
His Lordship in Council 1
your judgements,
I append copies of letter

seaworthy condition of the « Pownah."

he “ Pownah” is scarcely likely to haye
ud on the part of the Dock yard Officials,

eing equally anxious for
adras Government, has re
sulas and Orienga] Compa
eaves the particular point

such complete ang satisfactory enquiry

solved to aglk yourself and Mr. Ritchie
1y, to conduet i,

§ and genera)

s s addressed this day to My, Ritchie and to the Master Attendant
—_—
From Captain W, F. MARRIOTT Actin Secretar
s g to th :
sl o hiee Bombay C:w y e Government of Bombay 3R

tle 14¢h October 1859, No. 1274,
I have this day addressed to Colonel

that it sh il aan
t to judge and withoyg i i+ should be conducted by per

adrag Govemment, experienced in the business of
£ yard arrangements, His Lordship in Coun-

o~

ine Department
YO of the Madras Government, M a;;n =
idisiar Srom 22nd to 31st October 1859.

o v TT A 3 s tar (o] (] Ve e f B()]nb 5 t() lhe
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the 1
i well acquainted, the i
the most thorough investig

et gt st
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% of the condition o
on’s statements :
b RObertihe Government of Madras, and the

In consequence of your ation of the matter which

icori t the
. from Tuticorin, tha
~ T i of 5th March last : i
Tronr il states in his letter d by new, His Lordship
B out and replaced by
Therefore as Mr.

s n be

. lanks taken «om the Vessel on that occasion ca

« Pownah" is now having her rotten fhe planks removed ﬁomh e IR T g e
| desires me to enquire whether i} would be glad that their ¢

g d;s"c:f so. His Lordship in ;30'-“:‘ to Bombay also for inspection.
found. 4 e se

described, and that they should

——

ted Fort Saint George,
oF Bomsay, da
GOVERNMENT

' TARY TO THE
: To THE SECEEE 2
ey 31st October 1859, No. "?& X
3y 21st instant No.
nder date the 2
* knowledge the receipt of your letter D ¥ il ha
H d to acknow
[ am directe

biect of the Patt e s,
ding copy of corresponden;eﬁ: T{eit:;i: Superintendent of the P.and O p
1296, forwardin Halfoue o8 :

ir of the “ Pow-
in iry i ircumstances of the repai

letters addressed 1o .Cotl.c:::te: d et e

pesti m to insti se . %
e ‘ 5 i d are entirely satisfac
:‘31” o bmﬂy X te that the proceedings there reporte !
I i to state
St (Signed) T. PYCROFT,

Chief Secretary.

In replys
tory to this Government.

Exd. W. Komareck,
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