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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Marine Department
from 24tk September to &th October 1859. ’
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om J. B. CROWTHER, Esq., Assistant Superintendent:
Fort Saint' Geore, dated 24th

No. 23 Read the following letter fr
of Marine; to the Chief Secretary to Government,

September 1859, No. 3856.

[ have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from Messrs. Lecot & Co., to th
\{adras Chamber of Commerce, which has been submitted by the Chairman of that .bod :’f ” the
~onsideration of Government, and as directed beg to offer the following remarks thereoz g

« Sea Park” and Cressy,” after a few preliminary remarks whi k
: prf)ceed to state that they tendered the above ships at the several ratc ;
195, 6d. and £16 and in concluding with a detail of circumstances which they su g
o case of -the ¢ Sea Park,” would evidently wish it to appear that ptl;:::i:
y expressed from the shortness of the notice given

9. The Agents of the

need no comment from me,

of £15
might act favorably in th
plans and intentions had to be very hurried!

to them.

On this point I have to observe that the Commander of the « Sea Park " attended b
y

one of the Firm of Messrs. Lecot &. Co., had for some days previous to the call for tenders b

in the frequent habit of enquiring at this Office regarding the probability of ships beinwe:: eeg
for the conveyance of Troops, and both were therefore well aware that sooner or later sxi’ch ::meid
be the case, and on the evening of Saturday last, I had myself informed the Commander {(’)ul
« Sea Park " that 2 Circular had been sent from this Office the day before inviting tenders “‘}flﬁ
y were to be opened at 1 p. M. onthe following Monday. Respcctincvothe ob:e’r? ]TC
ar was only presented to the Agents a short time previous to that ap;ointed fo 9
nders; I can only say this must have arisen from no one having been present rtOPIET{-
ceding Saturday, 2 contingency whicl I myself had not calculated u int ‘;“’
at such was a holiday; I imagined that some responsible party would aﬁtex’xd (:;

y for the transaction of all necessary business.

¢
.

g

I also told him
that the Circul
ing the te
Office on the pre
thongh aware th
each House of Agen¢
4. Referring to the comparison as to seaworthiness between the relative vessels, I h
“ Scringapatum" brought out Troops from England to Madras in Fel;rua avle =
therefore she is equally eligible for their convéyance in the pr 3 a‘sta
f place to remark here, that on the above otcasion great :;;:?:ctt'm-
anner in which Captain Gimblett had fulfilled z:he terms of llo'n
Charter Party. My pro entitle me to put forth an opinion an such a n auns
and I have therefore no hesitation in stating that, in my judgment, the * Seringapatam” is ﬁ:uye;’

efficient and seaworthy as either the “ Sea Park” or ** Cressj.”

observe that the
as a pafural consequent
and it may not be out o
d respecting the m
fessional antecedents

gtance,
was expresse

Lecot &. Co., affirm that their {ender mentions that the Captain * would co

onc 4 further imply that he was prepared with a Doctor, 1 cam.
not however myself perceive that any such stipulation has been entered therein, and it’ W 111;
the Charter Party has been by them erroneonsly alluded to in place o’[ the '“ou :
, which letter it is expressly stated that ships tendering should be pro\ridedc‘1 i :or
¢ which in my conversations with the Commander of the # Sea Park™ he dis::;ll:;d;

nd that his vessel had no Surgeor.

5. Messrs.
ply with all the conditions, » and woul

geem thal
tenders, 1
Surgeon beside
Jed me to understa

6. In conclusion [ have to submit that taking into-consideration the circumsta

provided with a ship"s Surgeon, her tender was in reality the lncc Ao
of all, and as such was therefore accepted, for though the other vessel's r;;westh&.nd
;me might be lower, yet as they would in all probabilify h'n?s lwdmh
t Medical Officer, whose passage 10 England and bacic(: “’.h“’
uded in the ealculation, to say nothin‘g of the posxibl:gi;r: i
from his being sent away on such a duty, the actuﬂ expenZ:;
have very for exceeded those of

« Geringapatam " peing
most eligible
were tendered at the same t
be provided with a Governmen
with his full pay should also be inel

venience which the state might suffer
incurred in their case, had any other ship been accepted, would

the * Seringapatam."
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