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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Muarine Department,
Jrom 10th to 16th September 1859,

6. On Captain Robertson’s arrival here I was scarcelv able to stand from rheu-

matism.* T promptly placed all ms establishmentt at his
* Vide Dr. Day's letter. disposal, and recommended several spirs well adapted for
+ Master Attendant's letter, dated the main-yard of the Patimar, and which 1 had ;vlected
L7th January 1858, o Captain myself and kept in view. Captain Robertson saw them,
sy e i but would not purchase any of them
Other deposition upon oath. to Alleppee —unadvised by me,

T Vide deposition upon oath of

and determined to go

[ did not see the remotest
necessity for this step, involving both
several who accompanied Cap- 1 offered him every facility on the
tain Robertson. ;

delay and expense.
spot, and abundant of
goud spars were in the market at the time.§
§ Messrs. Brice and Co's. letter. his letter he does not state that he
Letter of D. Lloyd Esq.

Even in
Jailed to procure a spar
here, nor does he show any reason how he came to seck for

it in a foreign market, while suitable ones were to be had in
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the Port \\ll(jl(? the Vessel was l)ﬂ}g. As Captain Robertson had assumed charge of the “Pownah,’
I could not interfere any further in the matter.

7. The new main yard only carried the * Pownah"
roads, and in performing this trivial service it broke in ¢
inform me of the accident, and we decided that he
be scarped, or, if a new one be necessary, he w
went on board, and instead of abiding by what was proposed by both of us, and without making

" ions k : ‘ m e 7 v o " r -
hlla mten? ons l\.rllOWlll to'm(*,l alnd finding the wind fair, he got underweigh and left the Port with
the remaining sails—leaving behind s "his ace s unadi 4 :

emaining sails—leaving be nud‘ some of his accounts unadjusted, which was afterwards done
tl.]mu-gl.‘, me. How he was able to foresee that « further assistanice could not be depended upon at
Cochin” 1 cannot say. When :.xssnslance was offered, it was set aside. I must here mention
that when the Pattimar was leaving the Port I was anxious to know Captain Robertson's inten-

tions, and sent the Master Attendant’s Cutter afier here—but she was unable to overtake her.
This abrupt departure surprised me not a little.

out from the inner harbour to the outer
wo. Captain Robertson called on me to
should go on board, and see if the yard could
as to have brought the dimensions ashore. He

(

8. In paragraph 11. Captain Robertson states that the Crew of the “ Pownah" were * worth-
less.” The Crews in this Port are invariably brought to my Office to sign their agreements io my
presence ; but, on the occasion of the * Pownah's” Crew being en;;mrc-c?, i ordc:ed all the men
to be brought to my private dwelling as I was unwell at the ti;u:, that | mé\v assist Captain
Robertson in the selection. The selection was made in my Verandah by Cul;min Robertson
himself, and in my presence, from a number of smart men who were kept in readiness for the
“ Pownah,” and I am free to confess that I thoroughly approved of the men whom he selected.
I would not have hesitated to have gone to Sea myself with the same Crew as left this Port in

L . the * Pownah.” As forthe Syrang,|| he was a smart Seaman
|| ¥ide Mr. Lafrenais deposition as far as 1 was able to judge of him in Port, as he worked
upon oath. under me, e held very high testimonials fiom different
Commanders, with whom he served in different climes, and
he was well known in this Port.
9. If Captain Robertson had not come to Cochin, the Pattimar would have been sent
round to Tuticoreen in independent charge of this Syrang, and the same Crew would have been
engaged for her, I must conscientiously declare that, in this Port, I could not have selected

myself, or recommended to others, a better set of men.q than
those engaged by Captain Robertson, who, 1 was told, never
upon Solemn Affirmation. before sailed with a Lasear Crew. | cannot account for the

difference of opinion, between that Officer and myself, re-
garding the Crew, in any other way but that Captain Robertson, I believe, was unfortunately
unable to communicate his commands or his wishes to hig Crew in any of the Native langnages,
and his Crew were ignorant of English. From pust experience with native Crews | can assert
that, this disadvantage creates much confusion and inconvenience in working a Vessel, parti
cularly in critical moments.

5 Vide Ghaut Syrang's deposition

10.  The enclosed depositions upor. oath, taken before the Magistrate, snd other documents
which 1 have enclored, will, 1 trust, prove that, nowwithstanding my illness, Captain Robertson
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S W;’roceedings (f the Madras Government, Marine Department,
Jrom 10th to 16th September 1859,

received every assistance which it was in my power to afford. In fact there was nothing done
to the Vessel here, excepting making a main-yard and engaging and provisioning the Crew,
which should have been the work of a week, yet the Vessel was here three weeks after 1 had
made over charge of her.

No. 30. ORrpER THEREON, 16th September 1859, No. 460.

The Government are satisfied with the explanation afforded by Captain Castor, Maste'x:
Attendant at Cochin, in respect to his proceedings in connection with the Pattamar Pownah.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.
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