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Government, Marine Department,

I

Proceedings of the Madra:
from 20th to 26th August 859.
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No. 7. Read the following letter from J. J. FRANKLIN, Esq., Superintendent of Marine;
to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated
12th August 1839, No. 3194

I have the honor to inform you that the Collector
Rs. 4. P. of Sea Customs in anticipation of his vacatiog his office
... 20,083 R i B s M
. 23613 before long, has called my attention to the large out-

. 21,244 " ey :
},’ ke standing balances remaining unadjusted at the end of

3 . l'J,OO') 2 aJ

tember.. ‘ 14,650 14 each month, on account, of advances made to the Master

4
October..... 17 : g L 5
Ly ? Attendant for Boat hire for different Departments under

November ... 12,568
December...... 14,300 the Orders of Government conveyed in letter from the

anun . 12,629 12 £ . :

‘;,;’g’]';;i/ 15.806 11 Chief Secretary of the 14th OQctober 1812, No. 321.
i i ree = J,0U

March......o. . 16,428 10 He furniches these amounts for the last official year as

bl S o5 18,569 1R : _ d
Aprs X g 24 noted in the margin, and seeks an earlier adjustment.

9. The system authorized and in force is as follows. Boats are supplied to the different
Departments upon indents on the Master Attendant, who draws advances from the Collector of
Sea Customs from day to day for the disbursement of the hire. On the ex siration of the month,
the receipts for Boats are collected from the Departments, and a general statement for each, duly
supported by vouchers, is drawn up and submitted to me as Superintendent of Marine for sane-
tion. They are then submitted to Audit in the proper Departments, and finally being passed, the

vollector of Sea Customs is relieved from further responsibility on their account.

8 It would at first appear that this system would not occasion any very great delay in the
adjustment of the balances to the debit of the Collector of Sea Customs, but in practice it is found
that some months are required before all the references can be satisfactorily answered. To ohviate
therefore the inconvenience to which the Collector of Sea Customs is put in consequence, he sug-
gests that the Master Attendant's receipt should be a sufficient voucher for passing its amount in
his Accounts, and [ see no reason why such should not be the practice. ‘The Colleetor merely
makes the advance, knowing nothing of the employment of the Boats, whether according to re-
gulation or not, the real responsibility being on the Master Attendant, who is the officer to ex-
plain any discrepancy. It would much simplify the system therefore if on the acknowledgment of
the Master Attendant of an advance from the Collector, the latter officer should be relieved from

further liability.

——

No. 8. ORDER THEREON, 24th August 1859, No. 414.

Ordered that the foregoing letter be referred to the Accountant General for his opinion on
the change of system therein suggested with respect to the adjustment of advances made by the
Gollector of Sea Customs, to-the Master Attendant for Boat hire.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secrelary.

Exd. A. P. W. Begbie.
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