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whilst Cruising on the pearl Banks ; one of my Officers, Mr. i
promised to back up any application that was made for his services but
8. Looking to the disastrous result of the * Pownal’y
._ pointed out to the Madras Government. how dangerous is
vr though such a Proceeding was not within any province,
ing the absolute necess; ty of an experienced Office
gerous Cruising ground must have appeared like
was indeed the alternative of sending

was willing to go, and 1
none ever reached me.

" Cruise I cannot but regret not having
a Pattimar is jn inexperienced hands
and any remark T might have made regard. 8
r and men to work the “Pownah” on such dap-

-
you a private communication, bhut you would not have bheen g
Justified in acting upon that, A
9. To conclude, T have endeavoured to inform you (in terms of the request contained in fr
i
para: 2 of my letter) whether those rumours are likely to have had any good foundation, Having Co
expressed myself freely at Cochin ang elsewhere that there w

mar to hands which never worked one,
the sentiments which I uttered privatel
in a matter where human life was con
silence which Naval discipline is said

as really danger in trusting a Patti-
I cannot now when called upon officially, but reiterate

¥; but in acknowledging myself guilty of a foolish silence

cerned, I must leaye our rulers to Judge whether I, or that
to demand, be the most to blame,

No. 2. Read Proceedings of the Boarg of Revenue,

Read letter from V. 1J. LEVINGE, E
17th June 1859, No. 242,

At the request of Mrs,

honor to enclose, to be for

dated deh July 1859, No. 2500,
54 Acting Collector of Tinnevelly, dated Tinnevelly,

Robertson, widow of the late M

aster Attendant at Tutacori_n,
warded for the favorable

consideration of Government, her Memorial
to be granted a Pension, Captain Robertson served the Government long and zealously and his
loss has, I understand, placed his family in difficulty, the only possibility of relief from which,
lies in the bounty of Government, being extended in a Pension to his widow,
R. The British residents of
Government on the subject.
the “ Pownah” for his unfort

I have the

unate voyage, was his own act,

e St . .

Exc. 2.
To His Excellency the Rianrp Ho

NORABLE Siz CHAR
Governor-in-Couneil of Fort Sai

LES TRLVELYAN, k. . B.,
nt George. =
The respectful Mem

orial ‘of the undersigned
Merchants and Ag

ents of Tutacorin,
RespecrrunLy SHEWETH, v

Ist.  That nothing but an intimate knowledge of th

‘ : ¢ unhappy circumstances, under which the
v olate Master Attendant of Tutacorin met his death, would tust:

“Memorialists in putting themselves forwarg to urge on
your Government hag pro‘bably already admitted and resolved on, and’
. going into particulars in this Memorial they wo L L
 on the subject including the letters of the Jate Captain Robertson, on the unseaworthiness of thy e

- Government Pattimar and his inability to obtain an experiencad Crew, a duty which the Bombay
 Government promised to perform but neglected ] ] e SR

‘uofit and unseaworthy a eraft for immediate active service, but
 earrying out the duty they have voluntarily taxed themsel

_ Y- emsclves with were they to
- their opivion the if your Government had supplied the late Captain Robertson
e asked for or any craft equally seaworthy | dmamgealsft ', this pamful

ve heen required at their hands. ST

3 " (L 2, v "t‘
: orial, the Board resolve to s.“b“?‘,: re
5 . The second Memona,., g i i
J gty ﬁﬁnséagainst the Officers of Govemmep_t{ and dm : ‘5? mm paEe
Al éﬂércﬁlpab}e neglect. i

A

: . 7 nt, - »:%
> edings of the Madras Government, Marine Departmen
e Srom 30th July to bth August 1359-

s e .
e

Ea i atit s it it

Y ; ; ted to the late
4. Thatyour Memorialists hate Intely h‘mr(ll Of,a‘ Pe:;:‘;s};?;nvgvi‘:::eg;:;ter confidence, i
drd, - icha ur Memorialists to add R ibestacia g
Captain Biden's widow thk;:;l::z:h’-“:his additional remark th?t the —ladt:"CaILt;: 3‘::‘{& 1 Rl
. 200 per mensem. salary* was such asto place ;t;nti;l;elggzgnlifem I';gﬁr Memorialists
* Rupees 200 p i ision for his wife and fam Iy Pension com-
prpsion i in securing to his widow a Pension ¢
nt to exert its influence S ‘ : been by an un-
earnestly pra‘yhyﬁ“t 1::: ‘l,::sg:::d’s long and faithful services, closed as they have y
mensurate with her :

timely death whilst in the discharge of duty.

: iri ith your Government can-
iali that their influence wi r Go .
morialists are fully aware their e Bl Pk i :‘
4th. That YO; < L::e equally assured that on the justice of tl‘xe-n- 1\:2 direct,e‘l. | L
e 4 A g
i gﬂreﬂt» buti:h ;our Government, must your attention and decllfp
their influence w

; : ¥ ess of those attached
hat your Memorialists could have obtained S'gn.:“"“r::'d l:y:::;thy on this unhappy i TR
e thetimah e MmN T Jone Maonit o; v L
T M;m:ma the personl frends of the lnte Cap't&lpﬁo'catio:mfor many years past and with
oecasion, but.as ion, have b in daily communi A4 ALl - theie
. tion, have been : r Memorialists seize as
lists, but with one excep ice they are well convinced, you P ich they take
1 in your service they . subject in which they .
whose worth an(%' ziao‘ o{-tunity of addressing your Governme.nt o:) a om-]benevolenﬁ dod Tiberal
privilege the earlies d (x:: one which possesses the strongest claims to y
sl i t an
a painful interes

ialists wi ray.
ideration, and your Memorialists will ever pray
consi '

‘ ARTER,
(Slgned) E. J. B
: G. REED, . b,
(Signed) J.

It} To HARDY’Y f "l-.
odkintali W. H. GRAY,
i KINNEAD, . |
i "?Jfﬁ for A. R. Crowe:&Co, 5~ T.KERR,

Al ) R IEY-
C. H. R. COCQ & Co,, J. ADDERI

»
»

—
—

1B

ith his letter above recorded the Acting'Coﬂeaqr :fh Tl?:::ruyfmfi"ﬁa I{‘?m |
~ With his e Excellency the Governor in Council, the fo o memg by v
an Address to His tain Robertson, Master Attendant at Tn?tmm';n:1 R s
widow of the lztii:}?l‘;ath while engaged on ngemntenti service, and the Tutter: i ,n._m»;»-@» ‘
:::i:lzl:?ﬁet;at Port supporting'st. Robertson’s application.

o Makiorial ahordh bo submitted to Go-

2. The Board are of opinion that Mr's: Riberﬁ::p:tmgﬁﬁﬁmmm ‘ pare
2. mikedlentifMagns, i Whiss At tppets olv 3
S 'f,?ss.i‘é’;ﬁf T y"“’%"*ﬁi’éﬁ’.’i"ﬁ@ﬁfﬁm i

R} : . ; T b
o thectm::iz Franklin for that purpose. C‘fpm‘?hl:(;;:u& have no
it to aP as limited to the Pearl Fnshery.‘ﬂl}d ¢ bi 4 exerted
i v ol ions, evinced the utmost interest in that s“‘ i m’f‘ 3,
he, on all occasions, : and zeﬂﬁ“’;?’ ne

j ¢ i . to 1m.

t Minutes of Consultation, 28th Sept. o sjgl’l;dbf their ap
‘,Eméraculmtian 7th October 1857, Revenue ]:::n‘ eotn“'ﬁll with the
"~ Consi I o R

Department, No. 991 - with a donation :pf R

Jﬂ‘y‘f‘ ‘ f? B&
ptain Franklin will be able, from
‘ rd trust that Captain 35 0 B e
‘ 2 b?.;soz’res:::ites as Master Attendant at '\I‘.ut.mmn,“.ute _..Jouf‘ em in

~ Robe e : | i l

ﬂ::t Officer’s widow and family. ‘

T o i 4 S

5. The facts of the case are briefly as fdlliom:sv;u—é‘




e o O

R A A A A i Al

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Marine Department,
Jrom 30th July to 5th August 1859,

e O

D e e e e U R Y

e et ettt

6. In 1858 application was made to the Bombay Government for a Schooner, but one of

the class required not being then available, an
armed Pattimar was offered instead. This was
at first declined but ultimately accepted, Gov-
ernment being of opinion, that an armed Vessel,
with a Commissioned Officer of the Indian Navy
in command, would be better adapted for guard-
ing the Pearl Banks, than small Vessels com-
. manded by Natives.

7. The “ Pownah” was accordingly fitted out by the Bombay authorities and sent to
Cochin, where she was made over to this Government, No Commissioned Officer was sent with
her and even the Native Crew were apparently engaged only to take her to that Port,

8. In her passage the “ Pownah” had sprung her main yard. Captain Robeftson had the
necessary repairs executed at Cochin and Allepee and took the Vessel round to Tuticorin,

Latract Minutes of Consultation, 31st May
1858, Revenue Department, No, 723, in Con-
o sultation, 9th June 1858, No. 2289,
W  Eatract Minutes of Consultation, 15th October
1858, Revenue Department, No. 1409, in
Consultation, 184 October 1858, No. 4658.

9. Nothing was said of the * Pownah” being unseaworthy
vernment had the slightest reason to suppose that she was o : o

ed in her passage to Cochin were other than accidents w
and effective Vessel,

and neither the Board nor Go-

hich might hay

e befallen a perfectly safe

until the 1443 March,
when the Acting Collector's Jetter of the 9th
idem reached them, In this ¢
the Acting Collector, Mr.
Captain Robertson was to go over to Ceylon, in the Henrietta, a Schooner al
Government for the examination of the Pearl Banks,
son, dated 5th March, from Tuticorin, giving a deplora
mending that as soon as the Tepairs then in progress
the Bombay Government.

10. The Board received no further intelligence of the Pownah,”
In Consultation 14th Mareh 1859, No. 1048, ommunieation
Levinge, stated that
ready taken up by
He enclosed a letter from Captain Robert-
ble account of the « Pownah,” and recom.-

H.  This letter, as already stated, only reached the Board on the 14¢h March, wﬁile Captain
F Robertson sailed in the * Pownal® op t

he 12th of that month, on the voyage which had so
melancholy a termination. e

12, Thus, it will be seen, that the Board ha
*“ Pownah” to be unsafe, until two days after she ha
very letter reporting, for the first time,
being repaired with a view to being se
to Ceylon in another vessel.

d not the slightest Teason to suppose tho
d sailed

on her last Voyage, and that in the
her unseaworthiness, it was distinetly stated that
at back to Bombay, and that Captain Robertson was going

13.  Further,

In Consultation, 27th April 1859, No, 1808, April, stating that he had left on the 19¢h
: \ March and not been since heard of.  The

: e Board that.Captain Robertson was g
equally ignorant of

ove noted, Mr. Lev
tson had gone in her,

Acting Collector, who had previously informed th
the * Henrietta,” seems to have been
in the “Pownah,” In the letter ab
astonished at hearing Captain Rober

inge stated that ‘he was ¢« 3
knowing so well as he did, her umafeg
state,” and in his letter of the 17th ultimo, abo
recorded, My, Levinge says “ Captain. Robert-
son’s selection of the “Pownah” for his u
fortunate voyage, was his own act.” e
1. The Board have entered into this detail in order to shew that this lamentable occur.

In Consultation, 21st June 1859, No. 2988.

i
s

r that the injuries she had sustain-

were completed, she should be returned to

she was

'+
A

| was going in
his having changed his plans and gone
very much .

g L3S
e, 2

R i

ne has been sanctioned under date the 20d Decembﬁlsm,ﬁwu more sh
5 .ftst::::n:nexpense' as for the one already sanctioned viz., i Rupees
b ﬁi b::ﬁ agree with him, considers that till a proper systam of*gna ding
fita ‘ilig’ht preventive service should be entertained. il Baris ,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Marine Department,
from 30th July to 5th August 1859.
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s

A

it of no question. Captain
a orthy seems to admit o .
B e );Robertson stated in his letter® of the &th

March that “several planks on both sides, next
to the Copper, were found to l;le I;.n;erfez:ttilg:l r;:;;::

i holes sufficiently large to admit a man to pass his handl,] t;mug‘ wtmf él;, g
e S he Timbers or lining, which were merely patche uph T
o kg t(;]t : by means of a little black paint. The seams of the tfop-s i ;0 i
made presentable. to the ege v3:=.'1'e so open, as to admit of large qlfanhm?s of 98! ‘R‘Ob}; s
i1 e Cove““g.b"arh\" hold.” This aceount is supported by the.dlﬂicultles Capu:n:l =iy i
through them doyvn ufto .t o the ‘}essel round from Cochin, and is directly corrob?ra z{te Zonen |
son encoun;erev(:rlil:e:rlgg[";live myself seen that her planking above zertgff‘[;;:et }::rg sl il
Levinge, who s ” Iso very deficient in necessary stores; . e o
i R A ki a' ith the exception of the square sail were * very old,
o incl.x Hack Bog m;t:ztrt(tle;n,t' ?Z:Sllt;;;ﬂ:vas neithe!:' new nor old Canvas to metu? them ;v‘:l; i
i i f]':‘lit of all this necessarily rests with tlze Bombay author:l!:ll;:;;x: i |

b o r‘es?nbs‘i(;enzy who, as above shewn, were wholly ignorent of the co

:“,i;’llx:}:\(:x;?’ c:lfnt?llstoorfate to prevent the sad results which have ensued.

# Received by the Board 14th March.

(UL

11 3 d “ T n ’ :
om V G 3 Sq )
1859, NO. 10:«; .

| ue conveyed

i ders of the Board of Reven veye
to report that on receipt of the or | g loessc b
; hﬂv; trri;ql?d"’i;utes gf Consultation, dated 18th Feb}-ugry 1815':9, X g&cez}l«:} e
o ::ith Captain Robertson the best means of carrying out the or R |
to arrange . | :
expressed in the above minute, |

. . & . . I b« l
in Robertson has agreed to go to Ceylon to make hxm.self acqua%fxteg w:fl;;t::ﬁft:;’ Lo
2. Captain ?‘ in operation under that Government. He will go over in the ﬁ” t{m '
Bank‘s_C‘onservancy syls:enmn b!; Government for the examination of the Paari?r Bank;sgth wm o
a Schooner already ‘at:c‘e;;on and back will be saved. Captain Rol?ertson expects F;m; aﬂ‘,e;e' :
ity passag:han a week altogether, he says he is Conversant with the gxatgfn 1;;8;;;&3 iy A
;:01; be;‘;;e:lvtis[}‘::io refresh his memory and notes hz made when over at Ceylon in :
ut merel j

| “ho +that
der reply, I have the honor to report tha
! i ference to ara.aoftheExtractun” ply, et g
8.' g::rtr:o:r?: conﬁdl;nt of being able to fish some o!'v‘ the banks in ;h:&;:gmmng 0 86(} ‘
Cag:: rax:aining banks in the end of the same year and commencement of 1861. i
an

4. The © Pownah” Patimar borrowed from the Bombay-Govenfml::nt ;s m:iufgm?:;;;;« |
oA hat purpose. Captain Robertson’s report on her is herewith m}‘ I h y V . M. &
e alap;lkin above her copper is quite rotten and full ef : holgs, a :‘a'n‘d_.y m r
e i }:he bauis is what is required which the “ Pownah” cannot be made to 1'0 i;m aec?&:n
beating 'abou‘ build, I agree with Captain Robertson in recommending that ghgg.hof; d Sgh P!;m
of h?r rig and build, d ;g Cochin, there to be taken over by the Bombay ?pyﬁmfgmm. : e'h“m
ey cxpenin v o 2 e, nd | el Gt b vk i s s, v sl
Tlnm:m;l'ici:fzzzwe ghe must be repaired before being retumec“i or ‘th‘l go mﬁteb 0“ om i
so be dis . , : | .
she rounds Cape Comorin. i

5. For present watching the banks Captain Robertson p:;:pme:ce using !
b4 Ldi'v;’ly Laura,” for her work he would hire another boat at this place;

- . R . h the
s alled Parmandadies to go with the I i
i ;;f;t‘;xly pay 7 Rupees per man; this establishment is insuff
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6. After Captain lobertson’s return from Ceylon, in Consultation with him I shall be

£ =
prepared to answer the 13th para, of the Board’s Proceedings of the 20th January and to propose
an efficient system for guarding the banks.

7. Captaia Robertson has no Chart for the Pearl Banks:
furnished with copies of the Charts made by Captain
Survey.

[ beg to recommend that he be
Franklin when in charge of the Manaar

Excrosurg 1.
From W. ROBERTSON, Esq., Master. Attend

ant of Tuticorin; to V. H. LEVINGE, Esq.,
Acting Collector of 'l‘innwell_y, d

ated Tuticorin, 5th March 18569, No, 8

On my arrival at Cochin on the 14th January last
Port upwards of one month, 1
the plea of ill healtl

‘

» 1 found the. “ Pownah” had been in the
out the necessary repairs required had not heen ¢
1, and unable to attend to the vessel, the Master Attendant
had charge of the Pownah” threw her entirely on my hands.

ommenced and on
at_that place who

As & T d g 1
A8 some vessel was urgently required for guarding the P

earl Bunks, I saw no alternative
but to forward matters as spee

pose proceeded without delay to
the broken main yard which was found to be perfectly

dily as possible, and for that pur
Aleppee, to procure a teak spar to replace
rotten about ten feet up the centre.

After a delay of a fortnight in getting the spar to Cochin and the
state that shortly after the “ Pownah ” had anchored in the Roadstead on the Gth Ultimo, the
Syrang reported that the new yard had snapped in two aboat three feet outside the scarf, and the

upper part falling on deck knocked the funnel of the cook house over board which was not recover-
ed though a diver was employed to search for it. ;

yard finished, I regret to

Foreseeing that further assistance could not be depended

advisable to take the * Pownah ¢ to Alleppee, where |
Crawford, the Commercial Agent for the Travancore State, for assistance, which was promptly
and cheerfully afforded and T must in Justice to that Officer add that a well constructed yard
which was put on board on the 4t h must be entirely attributed to his exertions.

upon at Cochin I considered it
arfived on the Sth and applied to Mr.

The “ Pownah” left Alleppee on the moruin

g of the 15th ultimo, and about 1 a. m. on the
following morning having a strong land wind c

arrying all sail | suddenly discovered the Vessel
appeared very uneasy and dragging very slowly through the water compared to what she had pre-

viously been doing, on going down from the Poop to the main deck to aseertain the cause, I
found a large body of water on the Jee side of the deck, vearly half way up to the hatch ways, and
the vessel heeling over very much, On taking off th

feet above the Gun room deck, indeed I may confidently say that the vessel w

of water. The main sail was then taken in and all hands put to the pump and bailing with
buckets from the after hatch, and it was not until noon on the following day, the water was
got under. Being becalmed in the evening, I anchored at 7 p, y. the Crocodile Rock bear-
ing 8. E. by E. about I mile distant, A | Av M. the wind coming off the land I got under
weigh and stood to the Eastward but on rounding Cadiapatam point the wind came from the N.
Eastward with a strong Easterly current which carried the vessel off the land to the S. East-
ward, The wind increasing with a very heavy Sea obliged me to take in the main sail, and shortly
after the Jib was split almost entirely to pieces, the wind and Sea still continuing to inerease
caused the Vessel to labor and plunge to that exte seas.over her bows on
to the deck, which with the leaky state of the top si caused a large quantity
ol water to lodge below, which kept all hands bailing and pumping until noon when the Vessel
was anchored at Pullatope. A midnight of the " was again underweigh
heading E. N. E. but the wind and eurrent again d :

rove the vesse] to. S. Eastward as on the pre-
vious day, and having the Gulf of Manar open, the vessel was exposed to a stronger wind and

beavier sea than what was experienced during the former part of the day. Al hands had been

Pullatope but finding the

kept constantly at the pump and bailing from the time the vessel left

e e
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~crew is a large and most expensive.one and should be discharged: as

men and at half the cost,

e
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water increasing, I prepared to veer round and in doing so, a heavy sea struck the Pattimar on
the weather side which made her heel over with the lee gunwale settled in the water, and it was
fully half an hour before the wretehed craft could be got round when she was then nearly two-
thirds full of water below, and had it not been for the timber purchased for Buoys and the Light
House Oil on board, the consequence might have been serious. At 10 . m..the vessel was an-
chored at Managoody where I sent on shore for wood and provisions, having only brought a

fortnight's supply from Cochin, but all the Government Officials being absent at that place
nothing was obtained. .

At midnight of the 21st we passed Cape Comorin and having moderate winds from N, N. W
to E. 8. E. the * Pownah" reached this on the 25th ultimo.

On a careful examination of the *“ Pownah” here, it has been discovered that several planks
on both sides next to the copper were found to be perfectly rotten, with numerous holes suffi.
ciently large to admit a.man to pass his hand through the entire thickness of the plank.up to the
timbers or lining which were merely patched up with chunam and made presentable tothe eye by
means of a little black paint.. The seams of the top sides, water ways, and covering boards were
80 open as to admit of large quantities. of water to pass through them down into the hold,

In a letter addressed to the late Acting Collector of Tinnevelly under date the 29¢th June
1858. I mentioned that a Pattimar was not a craft at all adapted for the service required here, and
from the sad experience 1 gained during the time I was on Board of the * Pownah” (the first
Pattimar I was ever on board of) Iam perfectly convinced I have formed a correct opinion that the
old lumbering craft is perfectly worthless for guarding the Pearl Banks. The * Pownah” cannot
stay when required to go round, but must be wore, and in doing so she runs to leeward nearly
half'a mile before she can be got round on the other tack, and as the main yard alone cannot be
dipped (particularly if blowing strong) in-less than a quarter of an hour, or ménty minutes by the
present crew, the vessel consequently drifts still further to leeward. On the banks were short

tacks are absolutely necessary to be made, the  Pownah” being obliged to v‘éex'»wou]d never be
forthcoming when wanted. i

As an instance to show how perfectly useless a Pattimar is for the protection and inspection_
of the banks, I shall merely mention that when the * Pownah” was off .Tﬁchendorq on ,t;h_g 24th
ultimo, standing to the Eastward, a fishing Canoe was discovered at some distance nearly ahead,
fishing on one of the Banks and being hailed upon nearer approach to come alongside, the people
immediately pulled across the bows of the * Pownal” to a short distance to windward where they
were. out of reach; and again commenced fishing, had the vessel’ b‘égn wore round to attempt to
reach the Canoe on the other tack the same Manasuvre would have been repeated by the boatmen,
With a smart vessel that could stay, the boat could Have been brought' to immediately.

As short and quick tacks have to be made on the banks; smart vessels: must: necessarily be ¢ ‘ ‘
required for the purpose. : : S

The ““ Pownah” is now having the rotten planks taken out aud re-placed by new ones, also
being caulked and when repaired, I beg:most strongly to recommend that she be retarned to Cochin

with the present Crew, who from the Serang down to the Cook are - the Wvﬁ*ﬁﬁh’éﬁﬁf“% :
ith.  When first on board

conditioned set of men, and lads, T ever had the ill fortune to sail w
the Serang, and most of the men really did not understand how to dip
had to be wore round and when that operation had to be performed al
tion of the main sail were obliged to be taken in,

the yards when the vessel

¥

The “ Pownah,” has already cost a large sum and from the condition the hull sails and iﬁ
are now in, she is likely to cost ere long as much as would build a

good serviceable craft. The
4 soon. :a&‘tb,ew ﬁegle]w : jr.ewh.e‘, i
Cochin a Schooner of the same size as the Pownah” could be'werked: W&h\-ﬁhﬂfﬁh‘%mumbeg- of

|

1 the sails with the »exfcep- S
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In several copies of Extracts from/the Minutes of Consultation and Proceedlsg; :’5 bt
€2 T des H arme att
Board of Revenue forwarded_ to me, the™ Pownah” is represented as being an ar

P il Seisal 3 ; the sig-
but I beg to observe that the guns and powder were taken out of the vessel in Bombay ; g
nal flags and time piece were also removed from the vessel.

. g replace
A quantity of old useless coir rope was found on board, but not an inch of new rope to rej

g s . i be sent
many that were constantly giving way so much was rope required that several coils had to
from this to Managoody.

There being no new or old eanvas on board, the jib which from the ﬁrstt was merely a patc}i]l.
ed up old rag was repaired with table cloths and towels. With the exception of the L.
which is of Europe canvas, the other sails which do not appear to be very old, are iin many
places quite rotten, and had constantly to be repaired during the passage.

It was fortunate that an extra
furnished by the
this and as I hayv

quantity of rice was put on board ; as the fortnighﬁs supplt_',;
Dubash at Cochin, was exhausted several days before the « Pownah reache.
¢ already stated nothing would be got at Managoody. Out of the extra quantal;
ty of rice above alluded to, five bags were so much damaged by Salt water that.the whole \;W
rendered entirely unserviceable. 1 also regret to state that the chests belonging to the c1
were on several occasions floating about the gun room and the contents more or less damaged.

——————

From V. H. LEVINGE, Esq., Acting Collector of Tinnevelly, dated Tinnevelly, 18th April |

1859, No. 171.
I have the honor to request you will bring to the notice of Government that the Master
Attendant of Tuticorin,
day he sailed from Tutic

Vernment's system of guarding Pearl Banks—it is very much feared that the  Pownah tt:;
foundered as there has been very bad weather in the way. The state of that Vessel was repa% -
n my letter of 9th Ultimo, and I am very much astonished at hearing Captain R'Obeftsz'f *
gone in her knowing so well as he did her unsafe state. When Captain Robertson sailed it wa

. : 1 T
hot expected that he would be absent more than 10 days or a fortnight. As ditected in a lette
from the Superintendent of Mari

rived at Tuticorin just as he was sailing.

The duties have been hitherto performed by his writer
under the instructions of

the Head Assistant Collector.
2. Itis absolutely necessary
of Captain Robertson,
at Tuticorin,

that some person be appointed to act till .somthi,n‘g : is bearc:
and I beg to recommend that Mr. Barter, Messrs. Line and Co.'s Agen

be appointed to officiate for Captain Robertson—he is fully competent to fill the
post and his application for it is herewith sent.

3. Captain Robertson's family, a wife and two daughters, are in great distress in Tuticorin.
I beg to know whether I may disburse o

aptain Robertson’s pay for March to Mrs. Robertson
and in the event of Captain Robertson

not being heard of up to what day his pay may be
granted.

4. T beg to suggest that the Ceylon Government should be applied to, to ascertain whether
any thing is known of Captain Robertson on that Coast,

Exc. 1.
From C. J. BARTER, Esq.,

To V. H. LEVINGE, Esq., Acting Collector of Tinnevelly.

As it may be deemed advisable to appoint

S this Port owing to the pi'olgng‘gd, absence o
~ toact for and on his bebalf.

some one to the Acting Master Attendantship of
Captain Robertson, I write to say I shall be happy

Captain Robertson, has not been heard of sinee the lﬂt}_‘ M""r;h' (;}::'
orin in the Patimar ¢ Pownah” to make enquiries in Ceylon into that ik

ne, dated 7th March 1859, I wrote to Captain Robertslon ab(:: i
arranging for the duties of his Office during his absence, to this I got no answer, the letter
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Marine Depart
JSrom 30th July to 5th August 1859,
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3rd. That your Memorialist may be permitted to state that he

r late husband was for many
years in the H. E. I. Company's Commercial Marine,

but had not been long enough in it when
it was broken up to obtain a Pension. That he bas been for the last
ten years Master Attendant of Tutacorin on a salaryt that would net
admit of his laying by any provision for his family,

4th. That your Memorialist cannot forbear saying
husband possessed was exerted in the duty he was engag

that it was appreciated by your Government is shown by i
two years ago.

1 Rupees 200 per month.

that all the energy and ability her late
ed in at the time he met his death, and
tsawarding him a donation of £50 about

Sth.  That the family of your Memorialist consists of four Daughters and one Son, that of

the former, two are now with your Memorialist, the others being educated in England, to whom
your Memorialist is anxious to return as soon as her circumstances will permit. Bl

6th. That your Memorialist, deeply impressed with the belief that your Govemrpent has al-
ways shown sympathy and made provision for any one placed in her circumstances, respectfully

begs that your Governmeat will exert its influence in procuring her a Pension that will pt@‘@ﬁt
her having any anxiety for herself and family for the future, =

That your Memorialist will ever pray.

TuTAcoRrIN, } T e s e
16th June 1859.

———

No. 4, ORDER THEREON, 30th July 1859, No. 347,

With his letter above recorded, the Superintendent of Marine submits a copy of
ten by Lieutenant Taylor, I. N, to whom, in consequence of some  rumours hxﬁ g
him, Mr, Franklin applied for information, as to the state of the Pattamar  Pownah ‘whe-
ther she was in a fit condition for service. Lieutenant Taylor considers that the “"fl?‘ownd'?’
to all intents and purposes quite seaworthy when sent from Bombay. He adds however that
from her peculiar build and rig a Pattama

r of all unsafe Vessels is the most unsafe, requiring

very careful handling, and an experienced Crew,

2. Lieutenant Taylor's opinion of the * Pownah” has been de
others, and not from personal observation. A letter from C; ptain’ Robertso
lector of Tinnevelly, under date 5th March last, submitted by the Board ot Reve ¢
Proceedings of the 4th Instant,gives a very different, and it cannot paﬁ . accurate
-~ account of her condition, . After describing the difficulty of iu'iugi'ng gmwé ”to
 Taticorin, Captain Robertson states, that,  on a carefal examination of her there, several planks
“ on both sides next to the Copper were found to be pgrfectl?'r en, with nume rous holes suf-
.+ fciently laxge to admit a man to pass his hand through the entire thickness of the plank up t
- the Timbers or lining, which were merely patched up with chunam and made presentable to
. “the eye by means of alittle black paint.” “ The seams of NG top dex, wkthe ;
- “* covering boards were so open as to admit at SRt

! overi A A of large quantities of water to
- *“down into the hold.” A quantity of old useless Coir Rope was found on bos
- “inch of new Rope to replace many that were constant] “ '

be sent for from Manargoody, Thers being no new

eh from the first was merely a patched up old rag,
With: the exception of the square sail, which was o

 “ vas on board, the Jib w

 “the other suil,
~ * constantly to be repair
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7. The Master Attendant at Cochin will be called on through the

fdi“éiplmaﬁbn why he failed to afford Captain Rob?rts?i; wy ssi
new yard for the Pattamar and providing her with an efficient Crew

These ill also be reported to the Ba.ght
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To His Excellency the Rieny Hoxoramre Sip (]

IARLES TREVELYAN, . ¢ By
\f\"], Qe &(’.

Governor-in-Couneil of Fort Saint George -

i€ respectiul Memérial of the undersigned Mer-

chants and Agents of Titacor
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S JOAN KINNEAD,

Agent for A, R. Crowe & Co.

5 C. H. R. COCQ & CO,
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