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E.. MIRUS, Chairman ; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief S tary to Government,
Fort Saint G e, dated Cochin, 11th June 1859,
I have the henor to inform you, that at a general meeting of this Chamber, held on the 1st
resolved to call the attention of Government to the amount of money, which has
ring the last five years been expended on suggested improvements at this Port, which the Cham-
ay have all proved total failures ; while the one great improvement and desideratum,
piz ; the deepening of our Bar, has been kept in abeyance.

In bringing this matter to the notice of Government, the sole object of this Chamber is, te shew
that the really large expenditure allowed for ir tents here, has not actually benehited the
Port, and that therefore no returns in increase of Port dues, &¢., can be Justly expected, the Cham-
ber being at the same time afraid, that, this large amount standing to the Debit of the Port, will
prove an obstacle to geants in future, for real improvements urgently required.

1. In making the above statement. I refer more particularly to the erection of a Light
House costing a sum of Rupees 7000, of which there is now not one stone lef standing. A few
hundred Rupees espended upon the old Light House, at the time (which was suggested) would

have been sufficient for all wants.

2. The Building of an Anchor Boat and a sailing Boat for the Master Attendant’s use;

hoth of which have proved but of little service, the latter of nons, whilst the former, when most
wanted to render assistance, in taking off an Anchor to a Ship in distress, has not been available
and been refused. The only profit to shew, against the Anchor Boatand ifull Crew, is a few
picked up in the roads, which could as well, and at much Jes expense, bave been taken

Anchor
ts, and to shew, that this Boat seems not to be intended for Fiving

up by two common C
assistance to Vessels in distress, it was hauled up a few weeks ago, upon the approach of had
weather, into a new Boat House, which unfortunately tumbled down, the ve y next day after the

Boat was in 1t, entailing upon Goyernment another loss of Rugpees 5
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3. There are also the Iron Buoys and Screw Moor] 1gs, the latter seem to have b 0 alto-
gether a mistake, as no attempt w e, to lay them down and eventually they were

handed over to Lieutenant Taylor. The Irc
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I would also refer to an e xperiment of Captain Selby's to de epen the Bar by narrowing the ks // / St
Channel at the mouth of the river, which cost about Rupees 1,000, this experiment was at the A
time pronounced by all conversant with the nature of our sands impractieable and absurd.

It is of course not in the power of the Chamber to enter fully into all !.i:e details of money
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(Signed) T, PYCROFT,
Ce’;ilif‘ Secretary,
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