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Read the following letter from J. J. FRANKEIN, .» Superintendent of Marine ;
to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Seer to Goyvernment, Fort Saint George, dated
3rd June 1859, No. 2172.
ommanding Her Ma-
"'”‘i’:”." iy € :- e hern part of the PulicatShoal,
h Ultimo, three of his Officers who had been on shore on survey duty
since the 25th, endeavoured to engage a Boat at or n Ennore but witl dasdies! Tha
.t in for them as far as the outer surf and the Officers tried to persuade the inha-

faunch was
tamaran, but as a demand

bitants of the first villag
£ first ten and subsequently of 20 Rupees was) le for the vice, the terms were not aceept-

ed. The Officers then proceeded North wi he intention of trying the next village, but on

their way finding a Catamaran on t beach they launched it and made three attempts to pass
through the surf to the launch iling in these, they were about to make a fresh effort, when
the natives them with sticks and pad¢ dles, and it is said
that they were beaten to the endangerment of their lives. At any rate they are all three laid
up unfit for duty in consequence.

. ant Sweny requests that the assailants may be punished, and that to prevent,
the recurrence of a similar outrage a Peon may be attached to his vessel to procure Boats,
Coolies, , a8 may-be required.

3. As regards punishment, Irv-a<wn it will be very difficult to trace-out the delinquents
and even could this ho done they will of course aver . they were only protecting their pro-
perty, for alth the Officers can hardly be blamed for endeavouring to reach their Boat as
they did, the ces have some shew of reason on their side in what they did. Being Govern-
ment Officers employed in public duty, the head man of the village ought to have assisted them
in procuring  what was required ; and I think it would be advisable that the Collector of Chin-
gleput be directed to enquire why such was not done, and, if he is found to have connived at
the attempt at extortion in the first instance and at the subsequent maltreatment, that he be
gome way punished.

4.  With respect to the supply of a Peon, I must explain that a survey, such as Lieutenant

Sweny is now employed on, requires constant communication between the shore and the Ship and
ec is communication a Masulah Boat and Crew were with great difficulty engaged to
keep in company with the vessel when she was last here. The men, however, so disliked the

gervice wnd {}X(‘TC was so Inu(‘h tl'OUbl(r n L\L(‘I)lﬂ“‘ the”) to tll(“ll (!Ut\' l‘]at I(\O]]Q“inlpd it b(’lter on

this occasion to direct Lieutenant Sweny to engage such Boats as he could in the vicinity of his
operations, paying for the same; and I requested the Collector of Chingleput to have all facilities
rendered to him in his progress along the Coast. So long as the el was off Pulicat the ar-
rangement seems to have worked well ; but subsequently they failed, I would recommend there-
fore that the Collectors along the line of Coast to be surveyed be directrid to appoint a Peon, ox
some one in authority, to be in attendance abreast the Ship’s po n, to afford assistance in the

agement of Boats and (::m)lirg when required ; full payment being madc at the time. It would
also be of use if the head men of the villages along the Coast were warned that it would be their
duty to aid in procuring Boats whcn called upon,

5. Lieutenant Sweny's original letter is forwarded for perusal.

From Lieutenant M, A, SWENY, Indian Navy, Commanding Her Majesty’s E. I. Surveying Brig
“ Mutlah” ; to Captain J. J. FRANKLIN, Superintendent of Marine, Madras, dated
3lst May 1859.

I have the honor to bring to your notice that on Saturday last the 28th Instant, three of my
Officers who had landed on survey duty the previous Wednesday, being unable to procure ia
Boat at or near Ennore tw return on board, hoisted a flag on the beach to express their want; I
accordingly sent my launch to them with instructions to the coxswain to anchor her on the
outer edge of the surf,
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