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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Marine Department,
from 30th April to 3rd May 1859.

1 the following letter from JohoER LI Esq., Superintendent of Marine ;
to the Secretary to Government, Military Department, Fort Saint George, dated 8th Aj
1859, No. 1466.

SIR,
I have the honor to acknowledge vecel f Extract Minutes of Consultation of

imo, No. 81, in the Marine Department, communicated with the order in the Military De-

partment of the 24th Idem, No. 1149, and to submit the following

r 19th January 1859, 1 marks relative to the 24th para. of the Despatch* which it C(,;

vered from the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for India,

1 it is recorded that the losses on board the Steamer “ England” during the disastrous

passage from Madras to Masulipatam in October 1857, were owing to the want of precaution on

the part of the ! arine Board in'not appointing a competent person, during the absence from illness
of the Master Attendant and his Assistant, to perform their duties.

9. In justice to the late Marine Board 1 hs spectfully to solicit that the following p:
of their letter, of the 24th November of that year, No. 1094, may be brought to the noti ;
Richt Honorable the Secretary of State for India.

« Para. 8. The Board in the 2nd para. of the otter of the 10th Instant, No. 3875,
reported that there was no Executive Officer in the Marine Department during the k within
¢h the * Enoland” was t,l(,‘-r'l::x'c‘,u-:!, and the Government may enquire why, as Mr. McKennie
was other at ments were not made for the performance of his duties. The Master

Attendant, although too unwell to attend Office, was still In and no intimation of the

been received, it was supposed, as lit . no personal communication

1

Assistant’s
that Ot and the Board, that he was atte ling to his duties ; and it was

. hetween
anly e for him with reference to the condition the * En nd” was seen to be
when cetting under weigh, that 1t was found he was absent.”
3. T trust this will at or shew that the Marine Board were blameless in not causing s
» to be ‘«.iwln»}n'.m\ for the performance of the duties of the Master Attendant's Office, as they
were not aware that both the incumbents we absent, No report thereof having been sent to them,
orders on various matters were desp: tched to the Master Atte daut and were as usual atten
throuch the activity of t! Joat Overseer
ent in that Department was only m .de when I noticed the ‘neland”

hat I sent for the Assistant Master Attendant to ingquire how it was

Veecrasawir ik, and the discovery that there was

no Executive Officer pre
Jeaving the Port in such trim t
he had not attended better to her Stowage.

{. On the 29th October® the late

Published in the Fort Saint George Gazette Attendant obtained a months leave on sick Ce

of the 30th Jetober. tificate.
on to perform the duties and in reply sent 1in

On the 3lst the Assistant was Ca

k Certificate on the 2nd November. On the same day the Government were addressed 1n
the Marine Department and, after ar presentation of the difficulties xperienced in ¢ ying o ut
the very onerous duties which then devolved on the Marine Department, from the absence of both
Executive Officers, were solicited to appoint some one to act. The request was at cnce complied

with, but as the Assistant wrote on the and to say that he was able to resume his duti

not nece al then to n":lk'c any zlmminllm-nt.

5. On the a28th of the same month the Assistant was again compelled by il

|f during the disembark:
ined some days on Board in consequence ol the Surf béing impas
g impas

himse \tion in a very heavy f of a lar of Europeari Troops

in all, who had b
The Board then, b
Officer to act, and ""1“"”('11 to Government on the same day their having

earing in mind the danger of delay at once took upon themselves to appoint an

6. Theabove 4-\1)'1;1“4\('10!\ will T hope be sufficient to prove that there was no want of atten
tion or diligence on the Port of the Marine Board in ma cing such arrangements as were necessary,
and were in their power, for the due performance of the Public Servi :
trausports with Troops and Stores Were daily arriving, fittine vut and leaving, and the iilness
the Master Attendant Was lelt as a great loss: but as soon as it was known :
was likewise absent from the same cause, prompt measures w re tuken to replace

by some o€ else.




Pm('cedz ngs n/ z‘lzc J[(l([) as (me(’} ,mzuzt

f) om 30th 11’1)”[ to 3rd 1[(1/ 16.)‘)

Umum D( pariment,

No. 9. ORDER THEREON, 2nd May 1859, No. 165,

The Honorable the Governor in Council must observe
is stated in paras. 2 and 3, of the bupeuntendnnts le
of communication between the office of the late M

2. It does not appear that this defect h

security that what happened in the case

upon the above explanation that what
tter clearly proves that there was a great want
arine Board and that of the Master Attendant
as yet been corrected, or th

of the “ England” may not at
3. The Superintendent of Marine will be

propose to adopt to prevent such a contine

at Government have any
any time recur.

80 good as to - state what measures he would
geney.

k. One obvious step would be that the Master Attendant and his Deputy should be requir-
ed respectively to report in writing to the bupenutendem on any occasion on which they might
from sickness or other cause be compelled to absg

osent themselves from their duty, though but for
a single day.

(Signed) T. PXCROET,
Chief Secretary,

. 1 3 14 > ¥
Exd. AL P. W. Begbie.
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