


Pr cceedings of the Madras Government, Marine Department
? i . 1 :
rom 30th April to 3rd May 1859,

Neo. 8. From J. J. FRANKLIN, Esq., Superintendent of Marine ; to T. PYCROFT,
Esq., ‘Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 2nd April 1859,

No. 1382.

From Collector of Masulipatam, 11th November 1. I have the honor to forward the ac-

1858, No. 102. companying correspondence which has passed
To do. 25th November 1859, No. 4780. between the Collector of Masulipatam and my-
From do. 28th December, No. 118 with 2 self on the subject of a high pressure Steam

enclosures. Tug for the Port of Masulipatam.

o)

shore and the shipping at that Port, the difficulties of which he views as affecting injuriously the
prosperity, not only of the Town of Masulipatam itself, but of the whole district, recommends the

Mr. Knox, evincing an anxious desire for improving the communication between the

Establishment of a Steam Tug, principally for the purpose of towing Cargo Boats to and from
he shipping which lieat a distance of from 2 to 4 miles from the mouth of the river, and to be

¢+l

Lie
occasionally used in a calm to tow vessels out of the Port.

3. There can be no doubt that, putting aside the question of cost, a Steam Tug such as
proposed would be advantageous to any Port where the distance at which ships lie renders com-
munication with the shore a tedious process, and the more so at Masulipatam where the an-
chorage is farther off than ordinary ; but it appears doubtful if the expense that would be incurred
thereby would be warranted by the advantages to be gained, for notwithstanding Masulipatam is
a Port at which Commanders of Vessels have a disinclination to load or discharge, it is not likely
they would refuse to proceed there if inducements offered in the way of freight. A large quan-
tity of Military Stores is annually despatched from Madras to Hyderabad vid this Port, and no
difficulty is experienced in securing tonnage at rates proportioned to those paid for other Ports.
The prosperity of the district can hardly then be considered an element in the question. If there
is produce to Ship, Vessels will go there for it.

4. To proceed now to the expense of establishing a small high pressure Tug such as pro-
posed. Mr. Knox requested me to confer with Colonel A, Cotton on his proposal, and while do-
ing so I ascertained that the first cost might be calculated at about 20,000 Rupees, and the work-
ing expenses including 10 per Cent. for repairs, and 5 per Cent. for deterioration, at about 600
Rupees a month, besides the cost of fuel. No account is here taken of interest on first outlay, and
as the Tug would only afford a means of improving the communication between the shipping and
the shore, without, as far as I can see, having any effect in increasing the limited trade of the
Port, I cannot recommend so heavy an outlay for so disproportionate a return.

5. Masulipatam is certainly important as being at one terminus of the Military Road to
Hyderabad, and the point at which troops and munitions of war are landed for that Station; but
as the Canal communication between it and Cocavada is in course of being carried out, it appears
to me that the latter Port, which is the safest on the Coromandel Coast, will before long super-
cede it for this purpose. If money is to be expended, I think it would be far more advisable to
Jay it out in completing the Canals from a Port having the facilities which Cocanada possesses,
and which the Government have it in view to improve, than to embark it in a project which will
in no way increased the security of Vessels at Masulipatam, but is merely intended to enable
Boats to pass to and fro with greater ease.

6. 'This last object can, I conceive, be attained by an improvement in the description of
Boat used at 'Masulipatam. The Government will perceive on a perusal of my letter to the Col-
lector of the 25th November last, No. 4780, that this question was mooted as far back as the ear-
ly part of 1855. The model of a Madras Masulah Boat was sent up with the view to one being
constructed there, but exceptions were taken and the Boats remain of the same pattern as former-
ly, unwieldy and cumbersome. The Master Attendant there Estimates the probable cost of a
Boat at 20 Rupees per foot, and I would solicit the sanction of Government for the construction
of one at or about this rate, and if it is found that the difficulty of communication can be more
readily overcome by it than by those now in use, the Native Boatowners will not be backward in

adopting it as a model.
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From W. KNOX, Esq., Collector of Sea Customs
Supermtendent of Marine, ,

Masulipatam . <
i dated Masulipatam, lltﬁ Nov;ntlo)e{: I(LS;:I;ANhglN’ Esq.,
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From JOHN J. FRANKLIN, Esq., Superintendent of

Marine :
tam, dated 25th November 1858, No. 4780. i

I have the h()l‘lOl‘ to ackno l d i y 0 . e h

' wie ge l'ECEIpt Of our ]ettel‘ f
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Marine Depariment,
Jrom 30th April to 3rd May 1859.

4. TFrom the representation in your letter, under reply I imagine that no change has taken
place in the style of Boats in use. If I am corvect in this supposition I would thank you to call
again on the Master Attendant for his opinion as to the description of Boat best adapted to the
Port. Further experience may induce him to modify and improve his former plan. After care-
fully giving the subject his best consideration, he should submit them amended or not as he
may deem necessary, and an estimate of the cost of constructing one Boat, when if approved sanc-
tion will be obtained for building it at the Government expense, and if it is found to answer better
than the old ones, no doubt the Boat-owners will before long adopt similar plans when con-

tructing new Boats.

From W. KNOX, Esq., Collector of Sea Customs, Masulipatam; to J. J. FRAFKLIN, Esq.,
Superintendent of Marine, dated Masulipatam, 28th December 1858, No. 113.

ompliance with the request contained in your letter of the 25th Ultimo, I called on the

Master Attendant for his opinign on the subject of the best Boat for this Port, his

No. 4780, answer I now send you—in what Captain Maiden advances, I fully agree, and as I

have always taken an interest in Boats and shipping, I feel I am not giving a mere
blind assent to his opinion. I am not aware whether or not recent improvements have got over
the obstacles that formerly prevented the sliding keel coming into use for Boats with light drafts
of water, if sliding keels have been found to answer, I would suggest that such be tried in any
Boat that may be ordered, but I feel certain that the real, and cheapest remedy is a Steam Tug.
The Boat men are poor, and will not go to the expense of building, and keeping up a good Boat,
those now in use do not cost above Rupees 400 or 500, and are wretched tubs—I have offered
Prizes for the best Boat, and 2nd best at our yearly show, but fear it will be of no use.

2. 1 took the liberty of sending a copy of my last to the Board of Revenue, and now for-
ward you copy of their Proceedings—may I beg of you to communicate with the Board and Co-
lonel Cotton, and I feel pretty confident that Government will not overlook the many drawbacks
to the trade of this Port, but help us to overcome them by means of a Tug.

Inc

——

From Captain J. W. MAIDEN, Master Attendant, Masulipatam ; to W. KNOX, Esq., Collec-
tor of Sea Customs, dated Masulipatam, 11th December 1838.

In reply to your Official Memorandum, dated 2nd Instant with enclosures, I have the honor
to state, that since writing on the subject referred to in Czptain Franklin’s letter, I have had
no reason to alter my opinion regarding the class of Boats most suitable to the Port. There is
always'a difficulty in getting natives to adopt any new principle themselves. If one or more
Boats ou-an improved plan were built by Government, it may be the means of inducing the Mer-
chants to improve the present system of building. Had we Government Boats, they would at
all times be used for the landing, and shipment of Government Stores, and would soon touch the
Pockets of the Boat-owner, 1 would therefore propose that these Boats be sold to any party
wishing to purchase, but on condition that the purchaser build a Boat similar in every way to
the one purchased, within a certain time. :

The probable cost of building would be Rupees 20-0-0 per foot and should Government
sanction a model Boat being built, I would advise it being done at Dowlaishwarum by Mr.
Vanstavern, who is now employed under Captain Rundall, and with whom I should be glad to
be allowed to put myself in communication on this subject.

However the Boats in use may be improved, it is absolutely necessary that they should be
of light draught of water, and that they be—open Boats. It is obvious that such Boats must be
lightly rigged, and consequently with a fresh breeze there must be always a difficulty in making
head way, and with a strong breeze this difficulty becomes an impossibility. I therefore consider
a Steam Tug the only sure and cheap way of overcoming the difficulties of the Port. A Steamer
would in strong winds tow the Boats into a position to enable them fetching the Ship. 1In light
winds, and calms she would tow a string of Boats off direct, she would be a ready means of land-
ing or shipping small parties of men, Treasure, &c., and would at all times save much detention to
Government Steamers. In fact taking into consideration the heavy sailing expenses of Steamers,
the saving alone in this would soon pay for the Vessel, and would make work connected with
shipping more expeditious at Masulipatam than at any Port on this Coast.
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