


Fort Saint George, Marine Consullation, 5th A ‘pril 1859.

From Colonel®. M. MELVILL, Secretary to Government of Bombay ; to the C
Secretary to the Government at Fort Saint George, dated Bombay Castle, 11th M:
1859, No. 392.

Sir,

I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to adk )\:'ledt_gc the receipt
of your letter, No. 503, dated 23rd December last, and in veply to communitate to you, for the
information of the Government at Fort Saint George, the accompanying copies of one from the
Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Navy, No. 179, dated 17th February last, and of its enclo-
sure.

From Commodore G. G. WELLESLEY, c. B., R. N., Commander-in-Chief 1. m. 1. x. ; to the
Right Honorable Lord ELPHINSTONE, . c¢. u., Governor and President iu
Council, dated Bombay, 17th February 1859, No. 179.

My Lorbp,

I do myself the honor of transmitting to your Lordship in Council the accompanying letter to
my address from Lieutenant Fergusson, Indian Naval Draftsman, on the subject of the inaccura-
cies in the Track Chart of the Coast of Western India, which has been drawn up in compliance
with the instructions conveyed to me in Secretary Colonel Melvill's letter, No. 09 of 15th Janu-
ary 1859.

2nd. This letter furnishes information 2s to the nature of the Chart, viz. thatit is a* Track
Chart,” and also that it was compiled by Lieutenant Fergusson for that purpose alone, and pub-
lished by the Chamber of Commerce at Bombay under the sanction of the Honorable Court of
Directors.

ord. But I differ from some of the observations made by Lieutenant Fergusson in excuse
for the omission of this reef of Quilon. There is no point more strictly adhered to in the com-
pilation of Charts than the retention of all doubtful reefs, or shoals, until the most conclusive

¢

proof has been obtained that the dzm\__r,’er does not exist. In McCluer's Chart, dated 1790 and 1803,
to which Lieutenant Fergusson refers, and which is on a larger scale than his, the reef off Quilon
is shewn as of considerable extent, and consists of rocks above water, extending above two miles
off shore, and is no doubt exaggerated. In the Chart of Lieutenant Selby’s Survey in 1850-51,
which is on a still larger scale, and from which this portion of Lieutenant Fergusson’s Chart
has been compiled on a very reduced scale, the reef is not shewn at all, though a patch with one
fathom only on it is marked at the distance of a mile from the shore.

4th. This patch may have been overlooked in the compilation of Lieutenant Fergusson's
Chart, but I consider that, even if it was so, Lieutenant Fergusson, before he erased a' danger %o
clearly laid down in a Chart previously used for Navigation, should have communicated with
Lieutenant Selby on the subject, and ascertained its noh-existence; and it does not diminish his
responsibility in this respect, that, as he himself states, there is perhaps no Coa® in the world so
safe to approach as the Coast of Western India, there was therefore the greater necessity for not
hastily omitting a danger on a Coast along which, from its general’ character, a' navigator would
think himself perfectly safe in the a.bsence of intimation to the contrary, and thus be more bold
in keeping close to the shore.

5th.  Nor does what Lientenant Fergusson advance in his 7th para. relative to the Sound-
ings marked in his Chart off’ Quilon, relieve it from the charge of misleading. No one would sup-
pose, on looking at it, that therti was any deviation then from the general character of the Sound-

ings on the Coast.

6th. T must, however, state, that I quite agree with Licutenant Fergusson’s remarks as to
the use of a Track Chart; and also that it is,quite impossible on one of the scales ordinarily used
for that purpose, to note all the Soundings close in shore. This Chart has no doubt been produc-
tive of great benefit to Shipping ;and with the exception of the two instances noticed, »iz. this
reef off Quilon and the position of Sacrifice Rock, there are probably no errors of any conse
quence in it, and had the Commander of the “ Lady Hodgkinson” attended to the instructions
given in Horsburgh's Directory, as quoted by Lieutenant Fergusson, he would not have approached
the reef on which he struck.
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7th. While, therefore, I am of opinion that Lieutenant Fergusson has not satisfactorily es-
tablished the fact of sufficient care in the compilation of his Chart, I do not think that the Com-
mander of the *“ Lady Hodgkinson” has any right to relieve himself of a charge of neglecting the
usual precautions in approaching a Coast by attention to the s

ailing directions, and use of hi
on the plea of thgdanger not being marked on a Chart of this scale,

8th. It is a very extreme measure to prohibit the sale of a mogt useful Chart merely,on ac-
count of one or two inaccuracies which can be easily re 3

ctified, and which ou ht not, i ini
to throw doubt and discredit on the whole publication. " b my 4

o

s lead,

==

From Lieutenant E. F. T. FERGUSSON, . M. . N., India

dore G. G. WELLESLEY, c. B., R. N., Commande
January 1859, No. 13.

Sig,

n Naval Draftsman ; to Commo-
r-in-Chief u, w. 1, N., dated 27th

In reference to your Secretary’'s Memo. No. 231 of the 21st, Instant ang accompaniment
herewith returned,) I beg to offer the following remarks. :

And. The Track Chart of the Coast of Western India Was compiled by me originally in
1852 and 1853} as McCluer’s Charts of the Coast (made 1 believe in 1789) were considere(iy in-
correct. At first the Track Chart was only issued to the Vessels of the Indian Nayy, t t}
Captains of Merchant Ships becoming cognizant of it, applie 2k e

. . : d for copies and were supplied with
manuscript copies of it on payment, and the Chart was in great request. :

3. It was purposely called a “ Track” Chart,
from the best data procurable ; and the Captains w
could be used in pilot waters.

as it was not compiled from actual Surveys, but
ere all informed that it was not a Chart which

4. The demand for the Chart was so great that it could not be met,
of Commerce at Bombay, to solicit the Grovernment to get it engraved. The matter was, I believe,
referred to the Honorable the Court of Directors, and they declined to publich the Chart under
their auspices, as it was not all compiled from actual Surveys, it being merely a «“ Track Chart 5
but they afterwards, to satisfy the demand of the Mercantile Marine, authorized the Chart to be
published by the Chamber of Commerce at Bombay, if it would undertake to do so; this was in

1855, and by this time, many additions and corrections had been made, to render the original Chart
as correct as pessible, :

which led the Chamber

5. The Chamber of Commerce readily accepted the Honorable Court’s offer, and placed the
Chart in the hands of Messrs. Smith, Elder and Co., London, to be engraved ; and the engraved
edition was first issued to the public in 1856. The only error that I could detect in the engraved
edition (and that was not a serious one for a mere Track Chart) was that “ Saciifice Rock” w
plated nearly thgee miles too far off shore, but the Soundings around it were correct, | Witinua
this to several Captains, and they all said, it was an error of no consequence,
thought of going inside the rock, and if steering for it, a proper “ look out,” would Present any
thing untoward; the error is now, however, noted on the Track Chart. Several hundred copies of
this Chart have been sold to the public; I am not sure of the exact nun ber, but | be]je;;e itiis
over a thousand. I have had innumerable compliments paid me about the Chart, and its being all
and even more, than could be expected of a Chaxt having no higher pretension than il of;
“Track Chart,” and the only complaints against it have been, once when a Vessel got on shore and
was wrecked off Calicut, the Captain laid the blame to my Track €hart, and said the.reef off’ Cali-
cut was not marked ; but as he could not produce the Track Chart he had used, his assertion fell
to the ground, by the reef being shewn clearly marked in ¢

he Track Chart. The on] th :
son who has complained of the Track Chart, ¥y other per

alldalregret to say, done so anon mously, is 1.4
: ; 4 ’ ymously, is Lieuten-
ant A. D. Taylor, Indian Navy of the Survey Department, in an article in one of the iy

numbers of the Bombay Quarterly Review, waking it appear wanting in minutal of detail, to
which by its title and small scale, it clearly has no pretensions,  Had 1 had tie audacity to call it a
 Chart,” as it is erroneously named in the letters of the Superintendent of Marie and the
Chief Secretary to the Madras Government, I have no doubt t

: : \ he Honorable the Court would have
published it under their auspices, as readily as they Lave several Charts compiled by me; but I

as

ed

as No one ever
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. first, to avoid all risk of misleading eith'er those wh(? would have t;)tp‘:;'

was determined from the {, 'styling it a « Track Chart,” and this, my experience has taugh i
s thfdccl;rsti’degas();hm:: not to be used in pilot waters, or in soundings of lessthan
every Sailor wou
wiilher® however, to the late wreck of the Lady Hodgkinson,” off Quilon, on '_‘h:

6. With reference, howe roc;f that that Vessel had my Track Chart on.bo-iu'd, but supposmlc
Tungacherry st AIeT l'sdno Sle soundings on the Track Chart, such as to indicate %he appf'oalc 1
even that she had’.l.cons} e: caution ; for to this portion of the Track Chart, | paid pastcitas
to Quilely SRlEl 10 grzf tains of ,Ships on their guard, and, further, this portion of the Lf°zst
attention, in order tolput dpttselb 's Trizonometrical Surveys, in which there is no mer.ltlon o the
was compiled from Lleut?naﬂ - re};f oﬁ‘(riuiloﬂ; the only indication of dan.ger off Qullo.n, 1sh? 1@
Tungacherry teef, or any sfec' ted’in amongst the soundings off that part, in one sheet m(;v lcc‘l
remark « very foul g}'oun.d Prlm artly Surveyed ; but in the next sheet‘, in wlnc}_x the }l}oa} steah
the Roadstead of Quilon ;S 5 yﬁk « yery foul ground,” is omitted, Plamly sbev'vmg, 1t at t ;ozﬁh
is completely Sdurtle};:;l;stelivzf}‘]“‘s ome irregularity, Lieutenant Selby did not consider them of s
the soundings do decrez

’ edlessly
a Ilatu]e as to "lake the appl‘OaCh Of a VeSSd ddnée[ﬂus, SO 10ng as She dld llot come ]le

too close to the shore.

7. According to the general rule amongst
of all .others, and there is a standing order from t
they send out a new edition of a Chart, all former e

. i der, I
: i this rule and standing order, e, f the * Track
Acting the}\?f;)l?‘ u-rt::)):e than half a century later than McCluer's, but as the scale o
Survey, whicl 18 T g

it of s { -ound” being put between the soundmg.s, 1
e _adm‘t Othﬁ:%:’otz:s ofvb?gptsoz(lnﬁlnf not help seiing. frorr'l the sudden jshallovs:ir;i,
Y. S(Tft y fired particular caution., Referrjng to the Track Char}t1 in %uest e,
Hewie Sl gnlre(?bserve that off Quilon, the soundings abreast of ht att orbe:f
T 'mf’ <. the fifteen being only five miles off shore, and the bel? ] onlg
g S t'wo s wmb’N rthward, there are seventeen, ten, four, the seventeen being "y
iy s A'hme 4 the‘ ~Oand aaa;n, a little to the Southward, tl.lere are s.everlxteetn,djee:t(iev;
et eI Sho'lf ’onl fm?r miles off shore. This surely is suf’ﬂcnent{' u; 1ceven
fhigs w the Seve“Feen 1}baouldybe approached with special cautiorl .and not.too (itose ¥, il
b Of Qu':llonlasce implicit reliance on the Track Chart” n questxort. :z:y,work-
i ik {p burch recommends Vessels which in the N. E. monao;)rlll i
el < s 5 close to the shore as practicable, to get the fu ‘ de :
e o) ‘In k:o to add, if as a rule, Horsburgh is to‘be.referle_ to as b
oty “"e“’ ght :lso to be referred to as a guide in all its mstruc;:(()m-sn r;]e
i 1 insmnce’l ltn()lt]l’;is principle, by referring to Horsburgh, 1 find at page 510 1
PeCt:mg h "C"oaSt, 1:“:},2 head of ¢ Quilon,” the following remarks. : ; AR
A g hard ground extends from Iviker round Quilon Point 'w ere 1h .

o Ofu:io ipproacil ander 12 or 13 fathoms, for under these de}:t s abreas

p V;’"Yl‘)m_e":“t;:i (:::gsi::l)den overfalls from 9 to 4, 3 and 2} fathos, rocky bottom.
¢ the Point,

9. Lieutenant Selby’s Trigonomet;}
to be as extensive as stated in Horsburg

hydrographers, the last Surve).l takes precedence
he Honorable the Court of Directors, that when
ditions of the same Chart are to be destroyec}.
implicitly relied upon Lieutenant Selby’s

ical Survey of Quilon Roads, does not’ sh:ew t'he ove.rfallz
, the overfalls in Lieutenant Selby’s Cf}'ml‘ ;A a:e ;)nu:a
kable ; and, generally, the soundings decrease pretty regulan‘l{\ to tl;;«:ea: ::r:;; s

i o | :lgf Quilon, within eight hundred yards of the shore, -
i NOT‘?hW:‘“' ;) with a f’ew rocks dotted here and there, but as they are in less
e thanltwlo fatino:l'l\(;re, no Ship has any business there. : , Ve
oy « Track Chart” of the Coast is two inches toa c}egree, or lr-eﬁ

10. The scale of .myh Or:hat a single figure covers more tha{l a mile, an(}‘d';ub E Clgur::'s'
i par’t 0'{ ' mc\ ’f-sct connected with that of the Chart bem”g called a brac A ::.l:;n
nearly three. n?]s Slm‘;\-e : -];ar (o all Sailors, that the “Track Chart ought- not to be u]ss 4
must, I Sb(.)lfld t}lmk,'ma .e : :ndel' ten fathoms. There is perhaps no ({o%?st in the wo(; ' s:{(szq-
a Vegsel is in pilot water 0;" Western India; every known danger on it is to be' found in E c_k
A Lobri iy tlhed(?oa:tti(:-;s and though I make no pretensions to my Ira
burgh with ample dire

¥ el ultlc ll 1 ) sa 1y asser t, haJ, ‘]L ve ende‘ youres to Ol‘mt no anger 1
3 Cé S t [ LV a J d
Cha L b ng fa S8 st1 \n fe u
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i

the position of the Sacrifice Rock. When this has been done, the sale of the Charts may be resumed.
The Superintendent will further notify these errors of the Chart in the Fort Saint George Gazette
for the information of parties who may be already in possession of it. He will also continue, from

time to time, to note in the Charts any further errors that may be discovered, and to notify them
in the Gazette for the information of the Public.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

e

Exd. J. Wright.

o iCh TR OO ™ e T
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