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Fort Saint George, Marine Consultation, 9th February 1858.

No. 5. From the Honorable Company's Solicitor ; to the Chief Secretary to Government,
dated 21st Janvary 1858, No. 40.

SIR,

I bave the honor to forward herewith for the consideration of the Right Honorable the
Governor in Council a Draft Act for establishing and controlling a Marine Police Force, for the
Town and Port of Madras. % .

This Draft was prepared and has been finally settled by the Advocate General,

I have had much communication on this subject, since I first received orders from Govern-
ment regarding it, with the Secretary to the Marine Board, the Commissioner of Police, the Cham-
ber of Commerce and other persons from whom I thought it ln'opublc I could obtain useful in-
formation and the result of these communications I have from time to time made known to the
Advocate General.

After the Draft Act was settled by the Advocate General, I forwarded a copy of it to the
Chamber of Commerce. I subsequently attended a Meeting of the Chamber when its provisions
were fully discussed and in a letter since received from the Chamber it is said “ as you were pre-
“ sent at the special Meeting of the Chamber held yesterday for the purpose of considering the said
« Bill Ineed only state in returning the Draft that its several provisions met with the entire ap-
o [;rovul of the Meeting.”

Government will perceive that the proposed Draft Act remedies an omission in Act XIIT of
1856 (the Police Act ) which does not give either the Commissioner of Police or the Police Force
established under its provisions, any Jurisdiction beyond low water mark. Act XIII of 1856

. limits the Jurisdiction of the Police Force, to the “ Town of Madras” and Section 2 of that Act pro-
vides that * the word Town shall include all places within the Local Limits of the Jurisdiction
«of Her Majesty’s Supreme Courts of Judicature at Calcutta, Madras and Bombay.” The
Supreme Court at Madras has no Jurisdiction beyond low water mark,

(Signed) J. R. BOYSON,

Honorable Company'’s Solicitor,

Cory OpiNION.

I have carefully considered the various suggestions made respectively by the Honorable
Company's Solicitor, the Commissioner of Police, and the Secretary to the Marine Board, u
the Original Draft which I circulated to them for that purpose, and I now forward a revised Draft
to the Honorable Company’s Solicitor for transmission to the Government,

I have purposely used only brief and general terms respecting the embodiment or regulation
of the proposed Marine Police, because it appears to me that any detailed legislation on the sub-
ject would be needless, inasmuch asthe Governor has ample powers already under the Police
Code Act XIII of 1856, to which I have referred.

I have also omitted to embody a provision recommended by the Commissioner of Police, and
I believe by another Magistrate, viz., that every Police Officer accompanying a Boat should have
a ticket, on which should be marked the number of the Boat he was to accompany, the hour of
his departure, and that of his return. I am satisfied on reflection that such a clause would not
work, and would occasion so much inconvenience and delay to the Public, that itis undesirable
to attempt to make it compulsory on them. = The Commissioner of Police can make such regula-
tions for his own Police Officers as he, with the sanction of Government, may think desirable and
practicable,

(Signed) THOMAS SYDNEY SMYTH,
Advocate General,
(True Copy.)
(Signed) J. R. BOYSON,

Honorable (‘mﬂ]"uny‘s Solicilor.
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A IZM Jor extending the Jurisdiction of the Pylics Force, established by Act XIIT of 1856, to
i ‘;P ort of Madras, as from time to time defined under the provisions of Aet XXII of 1855,
and for establishing and regulating a Marine Police Force for the Town and Port of Madrag.

% }YVHEREAS it i? enfped.ient_ to make further provision for the security of the Traffic between
e sAor:la ar;d the s.lu.ppfng n the Madras Roads by the Establishment of a Marine Police Force.
nd w 1€reas 1t 1s just and expedient that the said Traffic should contribute towards the
e€xpenses and maintenance of the said Force,
numhl. :‘l(l)ef;ie shall be a Marine Police Force for the Town of Madras which shall consist of such
ti ero cers and Men and shal] be otherwise constituted in such manner as shall be from
ime Ito time order?d by the Governor in Council of Fort St George,
L. The administration of the said Foree shall be vested in the Commissioner of Police for

the Town of Madras and the appoint .
. : S {5 rest with th
said Commissioner of Police, Ppointment of the Members of the said Force shall rest with the

Forclu.t. brl%vliry STl the' Marine Police Force, shall be deemed a Member of the Police
_oree established under the provisions of Act XIII of 1856, and shall be subject to all the provi-

sions of s E .
s of the said last mentioned Act angd shall have within the limits of the Town of Madras, as .

iy ket gty e S e f T 4 L
e oot 1; ]'I? ‘ed under its provisions within the limits of the Town of Madras a'nd t)he
lice Force established u:d“:e ﬂl"d o ML ibers of the said Marine Police Force and the St.“d 100‘
Le lawful for them u; ex .L-r.' le.p.rfvvxs;on .(‘f. Act XIII of 1856 shall have and possess and it s!m“
Aty t'; elm.se.“inmn the limits of the Port and Harbour of Madras as from time
1856 vested in the sai(‘l ecl”'ovx‘sm.ns of Act XTI of 1855, all such powers as are by Act XIII of
blished undér the provisi o""nfusxonc., of Police and al| Members of the Police Force esta-
IV. On dpft W Cht s s‘m! last mentioned Ay within the limits of the Town of Madras.

A and after the day on which this Act shall commence and take effect the sum now

payable under the provisions of Act IV of 1810 for the hire of any Boat shall be increased by j

the sum of Three Annas for the Purposes of this At
V. On and after the day on which this Act shall commence and take effect no Boat shall

any description to or from any Ship or Vessel in =6
fficer of the said oree,

day on which this Act shall commence and take ?ﬂ'ec‘
* from any Ship or Vessel in the Madras Roads without
on board of such Boat, the owner of every such Boat and the
oat and every Boat owner ‘T'indal and Boatman e
mpanying any such’Boat or in the performance of his dut{
n before 4 Magistrate be liable as follows ; every BO;.
sequent offence to g Penn";‘t“" Penalty notexceeding Rupees 50, and for a second or any ::)r-
poral punishiment ¥ ot exceeding Rupoes 100, every Tindal for the first offence to
ment Hot exceeding 25 stripes of a rattan and for o second or any subsequent pa

to corpar; : ;
poral punishment o exceeding 30 stripes of 4 rattan and every Boatman for the first offence

to corporal punishm i
€Nt not exeeeding 20 syt N
offence to corporal punishment p y o oy St

Bo: : Ot exceeding 25 stripes of a rattan and every such Tindal m:xd
Plﬁ:it;;:i?es‘:au n:‘so bc’hable 2t the discretion of ghe Ir\,hll!,’ia!stra'.e and in addition to such corporal
g 1 Es aloresaid to be committed to hapq labour for a term not exceeding 9 Months.
mence an'd tak:;e:z'eBom oot shall o every Monday after the day on which this Act shall cor:l-
Commissioner of p clt' Rapie o fhe a_aid Commissioner of Police or to such other person as the I;:ﬁ
owner and verified l(: :cle. ) PPoint to receive the same a return in writing signed by BUChbc of
trips made b Y e onth if the saig Commissioner of Police shall so require of the number

P ; laI [e yL each of his Boats on each day during the preceding week. .
Section sl;eciﬁev(; ryh I:IO:lt owner who shall neglect to make such return as in the next P“c‘:m 5
not exceeding R T o before a Magistrate be liabls for a first offence toa pe e
itede 100 li ndupees 100, n.nd for a second or any subsequent offence to a penalty of not ‘lcss s
shall be lial i e Sxceeding Rupees 200, and every Boat owner who shall make a false rehich

e liab e to a penalty not exceeding 300 Rupees and to the forfeiture of all Licenses W

he may hold under the provisions of et [y of 1842,

R e e e

Fort Saint George, Marine Consultation, 9t February 1858. ;7 L

IX. Every Boat owner shall on every Monday after the day on which this Act shall com-
mence and take effect pay to the said Commissioner of Police or to such other persen as the said
Commissioner of Police may appoint to receive the same the said sum of Three Annas for every
trip made by any Boat belonging to him according to the weekly return to be made by him as
herein before directed and in default of such payment one or more of the Boats of any Boat
owner making such defaults may be seized and sold by virtue of a warrant or warrants under
the hand and seal of a Magistrate until the amount so due by such Boatowner and the expenses
of sale &c. shall be realized and such amount when realized shall be forthwith paid to the said

Commissioner of Police.

X. All monies paid to or received by the said Commissioner of Police under this Act shall
be paid by him at least once a month, into the General Treasury of Fort St. George for the gene-
ral purposes of the Grovernment of the Presidency of Fort St. George.* :

XI. No conviction order or judgment of any Magistrate shall be quashed for error of form
or procedure but only on the merits and it shall not be necessary to state on the face of the con-
viction order or judgment the evidence on which it proceed but the depositions taken or copy
of them shall be returned with the conviction order or judgment in obedience to any writ of cer-
tiorari and if no jurisdiction appears on the face of the conviction order or judgment but the depo-
sitions taken supply that defect the conviction order or judgment shall be aided by what so appears
in such depositions.

XII. None of the.foregoing provisions of this Act shall be taken or deemed to extend or
apply to any Boat which shall convey mails only (and nothing else) to or from any Ship or Vessel
in the Madras Roads.

XIII. This Act shall commence and take effect from the day of

No. 6. OrrrciaL MEMORANDUM,

The Collector of Sea Customs has the honor to forward to the Chief Secretary to Govern-
ment the Statement of trips made by Cargo Boats to square rigged Vessels called for in the De-
puty Secretary’s Memo : of the 25rd Instant,

Sea Custrom Housk, MADRAS,} (Signed) W. E. UNDERWOOD,
- Col .
27th January 1858. ollector Sea Customs

Number of Trips of Boats to square rigged Vessels in the years 1856 and 1857,

1856.
ImporTs. Trips.
English and Foreign Vessels from Foreign Ports... 2,‘2,848} ,
Do.g T R ) & RUTRS f ST 3,162 § R6,005
Exrorts.
English and Foreign Vessels to Foreign Ports....... 22,8121 ,r 00
Poi Momtie Porte i i s G 3,070} 25,882 51.887
1857, >
ImporTs.
English and Foreign Vessels from Foreign Ports... 11,690} 13402
Dof;Home Pars. iiisesienss soah finteangs oo ety 1 T2 3,40
ExrorTs.
Fnglish amd Foreign Vessels to Foreign Ports...... 23,819} 27,585
Do, Home Potls. .. .oimsees aeis s shbessd IR cre 3,775 40,987

——

! Total 92,874
Average of 2 years, At 3 Annas per Trip; Rupees 8,706 per Annum.

(Signed) W. E. UNDERWOOD,
} Collector Sea Customs.

SeAa Custom Housk, MaDRAS,

Rith January 1858.
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No. 7. OrpEr THEREON, No. 61 ; dated 8rd February 1858.

Mr. Boyson here replies to so much of Extract Minutes of Consultation, No. 129, dated the
31st March last, as required him to submit, with as little delay as possible, a Draft of an Endcte
ment for the establishment of a Marine Police Force at Madras. :

2. Resolved to forward Mr. Boyson's letter and its enclosures to the Honorable the Legisla-

tive Member for this Presidency with a request that the same may receive his attention as early
as possible.

3. Inthe Extract Minutes of Consultation, quoted in the 1st para : the Go-

* Para : 14. vernment determined, * that, in transmitting the Bill to the Supreme Government, it

will be proper to bring to the notice of that Authority the fact that the disburse-

ments for the convenience of the trade of the Port (excluding such portions as it is decm(_zd the

Government should justly bear) fall far short of the collections. But as

t See. XLIV of Act the Port is about to be brought under the full provisions of the Harbour

No. XXII of 1855. Adct, wherebyt no part of the dues levied will be carried hereafter to the
credit of the State, this is no longer necessary.

No. 8. From T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, of Fort Saint George
to the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department, dated Fort Saint George,
the 3rd February 1858, No. 62.
Sir,

* 4 Bill for extending the Jurisdiction of the s

Police Force, established by Act XIII of

1856, to the Port of Madras as from time to Bill* this day transmitted to the Honorable D.
time defined under Aet XXII of 1855, and .
Jor establishing and regulating a Marine Police Eliott, Member for Madras of the Legislative
Force for the Town and Port of Madras.

I am directed to forward copy of a

Council. 3

2, Inmy letters marginally s;?eciﬁcd, fhc
expediency of establishing an cfficient Marine
Police Force«for the Harbour of Madras was
strongly urged by this Government. After a

" . - 75 ‘nt Of
g ¥ call for further information, the Glo“mmlnforce
India intimated that there would be no objection to the organization of the proposed ¢

provided the Mercantile Community bore the whole expense,

8th February 1855, No. 26,
Tth June 1855, No. 131.
24th July 1855, No. 918,

8. In reply the Governor in Council for-

warded a letter from the Chamber of C‘.’"-"nc:::
advocating the passing of an Act, lcgah?lng he
levy of three (3) annas for each Cargo Boat per trip, a tax which they felt assured, v, 'IE}le
lowest estimate of the traffic of the Port, would yield at least Rupees 1,000 per mensem. ft :)f
Supreme Government directed thnt‘ a dra he
such an Enactment should be Bub'“ftted . t t
Legisluli\'c Council, should th:ls Governments
on further enquiry, be satisfied that the proposed tax would realise the income estimated.

8th October 1855, No. 221.

Dated 20th November 1855,

Yo No. of trips. | Result at 3
Cargo  Boats. annasper Trip. i
: n
4. 'The Tabular Statement in the marg!
o Rupees, bt on the
199K 38,612 7,239 will show that there is no room for dov
3 . tly ex=
1856. 51,887 | 9,7281} subject, and the trade of the Port is greatly
1857, 10,987 _ | 17,6857 tending.
N. B.—The above does not include trips to
other than square rigged vessels, and is conse-
quenl’y considerably under the mark,

Fort Saint George, Marine Consultation, 9th February 1858, Q

e

& The Governor in Council is of opinion that the public spirit of the Madras Merchants

in the present matter is much to be commended. Far less numerous and less wealthy than the

Mercantile communities of Calcutta and Bom-

* BENGAL. bay, they have collectively declared their wil-

Calcutta River Police, Rs. 1,112 per mensem. lingness tomeet an expenditure which, they can-

River Police, under the Magisézate of the 24 not but be aware, is in the case of those two*

Purgunnahs, Rupees 1,269 per mensem. places borne entirely by the State. The es-

tablishment of the new Force will not only se-

cure the trade of the town, but will be produc-

BoMBAY. tive of much benefit to the Community at large

Water Police, Rupees 1,129 per mensem. and to the public service in the protection of life
and property and the suppression of crime.

No. 9. From T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George; to
the Honorable D. ELIOTT, Esq., Member for Madras of the Legislative Council of
India, Calcutta, dated Fort Saint George, the 3rd February 1858, No. 63.

SIR,

* A Bill for extending the jurisdiction of the I have the honor to transmit draft of a Bill,
Police Force established by Act X111 of 1856, as per margin,* and, by desire of the Right
to the Port of Madras as from time to time Honorable the Governor in Council, to request
defined under the provisions of Act XXII of that you will take the necessary steps to have it
1855 : and for establishing and requlating a passed into Law, as early as possible.

Marine Police Force for the Town and Port 2. Copy of the letter of the Honorable
of Madras. Company’s Solicitor, dated 21st Instant, No. 40,
and its enclosure (an opinion of the Advocate

General) accompany. A Memorandum giving the Precis of all the corresponde.nce which has

passed regarding the proposals embodied in the Bill is also furnished, together with paras: 1 to

13 inclusive of the Extract{ Minutes of Consul-

tation, of this Government in review of it. The

two papers last mentioned will be found, it is
pelieved, to afford all requisite information. They embrace, it should however be .mentifmed,
some points, such for instance as the proposed modification of the Boat Act, not immediately

connected with the present Bill.

3. A Memorandum exhibiting the number of Boat trips to square rigged Vessels during
1856/57 is also forwarded. As trips to Dhonies are excluded, this return is far under the mark.

+ No 129, dated 81st March 1857.

Exd. J. A. Wilson.
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