


Fort Saint George, Marine Consultation, 12th October 1858.

No. 4 From Lieutenant Colonel G. BALFOUR, Inspector General of  Ordnance and Ma-
gazines ; to the Secretary to Government, Military Department, Fort Saint George,
dated 10th September 1858, No. 300.
SIR, ;

During my recent connection with the late Marine Board, I observed that a separate Store
Department was about to be formed, and that an expenditure of Rupees (302) Three hundred and
two per mensem had already been incurred on that account,

2. By obtaining accommodation in the Grand Arsenal it occurred to me that the outlay
might be saved to Government.

3. I have beenin communication with the Superintendent of Marine and the Principal
Commissary of Ordnance on the subject, and I am happy to inform Government that I have ar-
ranged for the transfer of the greater portion of the Marine Stores to the Grand Arsenal, a few
articles, such as Blocks, &c., being sent to outstation Arsenals, and the Commissary General tak-
ing our oils, paints, &c.

t. The Arsenal will, for the future, undertake to supply the Marine Department, and with
a view to this arrangement, the Principal Commissary of Ordnance has been furnished with a
List prepared by the Superintendent of Marine, shewing the Maximum and Minimum quantities
se taken to lay in a supply

intended for Marine purposes, that the necessary stepsmay |
ident for deficiencies.

[ trust Government will accord their approval to these arrangements.

As the Grand Arsenal will now stand in the same relation to the Marine Department
as to the Department Public Works, by its being a Department of supply to both, I beg Go-
vernment will be pleased to enjoin on the Superintendent of Marine the observance of the rules
regulating the issue and delivery of Stores from the Arsenal authorized by Government in Ex-
tract Minutes of Consultation, No, 772, dated 28th April 1858.

Referred for the observations of the Superintendent of Marine who will be furnished with a
copy of the rules alluded to.

ForT Saint GEORGI'I,? (Signed) W. H. WAPSHARE, Major,
- Acting Deputy Secretary to Govt.

13t September 1858.;

No. 5. From J.J. FRANKLIN, Esq., Superintendent of Marine ; to the Secretary to Go-
vernment, Military Department, Fort Saint George, dated 21st September 1858, No. 3838.
S1r,

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the order of Government of the 13th Instant,
referring for any observations I might have to offer, a letter from the Ins or General of
Ordnance and Magazines submitting, for approval, arrangements for the transfer of Marine Stores
to the Grand Arsenal, and requesting that as the Ordnance would now become a Department of
supply for Marine Stores, I should be required to adopt the rules laid down for the guidance of
the Public Works Department in similar transactions.

2. With regard to the system which regulates the supply of Stores from the Grand Arsenal
[ beg to state that I see no occasion for making any difference between mine and any other De-
partment. The regulations laid down shall be strictly attended to, and if it is found there is in-
convenience attached to them, it will be time to represent it when any s in point actually occur,

3. There is, however, one part of the Inspector General's letter which requires some exj
nation, Colonel Balfour opens his communication by saying, that during his recent connesion
with the late Marine Board he had observed that a separate Marine Store Department was about
to be formed, and that an expenditure of Rupees 302 a month had already been incurred on that
account. With reference to this it is necessary I should state that a new Marine Store Depart-
ment under the Commissary General was recommended to Government in the Marine Department
in November last, with the full cognizance of the Inspector General as a Member of the Board ;
and that the measure was rendered the more pressing be cause the Principal Commissary of
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