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Fort Saint George, Marine Consultation, 27th July 1858.

From P. LESLIE, Honorary Secretary, Cochin Chamber of Commerce ; to T. PY-
CROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 16th

June 1858.

Sig,

With reference to the Memorial of the Cochin Chamber of Commerce to the Governor in
Council, Fort Saint George, dated 16th January 1858, it was resolved at a General Meeting of
his Chamber, that I should urge again on your attention the serious detriment to the interests

and well being of this Port, which the present mode of levying the Port Dues entails upon it.

I therefore again take the liberty of drawing your attention to the hardship inflicted upon us
by the Clause in Act XXII of 1855, which directs the levying of half Port Dues upon all Vessels
anchoring in these Roads for forty eight hours, even without breaking bulk, and the serious loss
and inconvenience the Merchants and others of this Town experience by the resolution of the
P. and O. Company to discontinue the calling of their Steamers at this Port, owing to the levy-
ing of full Dues upon them.

Under the impression that the Government, in refusing our previous request for the relaxa-
tion of its stringent Rules as regards these Steamers, has not seen the bad effects of them in the
same light as this Chamber, it is induced to call your attention to the fact that the Port Dues
form no portion of the ordinary Revenue of the Country, but are avowedly levied for the sole
purpose of being expended in such works of utility as may best tend to the improvement of the
Port, and this Chamber, deeming the periodical calling of the P. and O.Company’s Steamers here
to be one of the very greatest benefits which could possibly be granted, fail to see how the money,
levied on them, if realized, could be spent to any thing like so great advantage. '

But so far from any advantage being obtained, this Chamber deeply regrets to say that, as
owing to this oppressive tax, the P. and O. Company have refused to allow their Steamers to call
in future, this Port is deprived not only of the money sought to be levied, but of the inestimable

advantage of the Steamers also.

This Chamber has never for a moment objected to the levy of higher Dues upon Ships real-
ly loaded at this Port, and would gladly see them raised, were those Vessels which come here
merely seeking Cargo, or for Water and provisions, without breaking bulk, or not remaining
longer than sixty hours in our Roads, exempted from all charges.

This Chamber begs therefore that you will be so good as to lay the above facts before the
Right Honorable the Governor in Council at your earliest convenience, and that you will give
the subject your kind assistance.

No. 2. Orper THEREON, No. 280 ; dated 21st July 1858.

The Governor in Council observes that the Port Dues of which the Chamber of Commerce
at Cochin complain are levied under the provisions of the recent Act VII of 1838, and that
the Legislative Council when they passed the Act had the representation of the Chamber fully be-
fore them. Itis not in the power of this Government to authorize any departure from the
provisions of the Act.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,

Chief Secretary.

Exd. J. A. Wilson.
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