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From H. L. ANDERSON, Secretary to Government of Bombay ; to the Chief
Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George, dated 7th April 1858, No. 855.

SIR,

I am directed by the Right Honorable

312 dated 24th July 1843 with enclosure. the Governor in Council to acknowledge the
320 dated 1st August. receipt of your letter of the 16th Ultimo,

339 dated 14th August. ; No. 113, and to transmit to you copies of the

366 dated 26th August. letters noted in the margin, from the Senior

385 dated 5th September. Magistrate of Police, which will furnish the

132 dated 2nd October. information required by the Madras Govern-

ment.

From P. W. LEGEYT, Senior Magistrate of Police at Bombay ; to the Secretary to Govern-
ment, Bombay, dated 26th July 1843, No. 312.

Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge your letter, No. 1616 of this day’s date, regarding the notice
in the Newspapers of the discovery by the Police of an extensive system of plunder, said to have
been carried on for many years in Bombay, and in aiding which the servants of Government have
been widely concerned, and calling for an immediate Statement of all the proceedings in the case.

The best explanation I can give at present is contained in the accompanying letter and its
enclosures from the Superintendent of Police to my address, bearing date the 24th Instant.

3. 1 was not in a situation until yesterday afternoon to make any report on the subject to
Government, I received Captain Burrows’ letter the previous day in the afternoon, and immediate-
ly, in concert with him, consulted Mr. Ayrton, the Solicitor, in whose activity and intelligence I
place the greatest reliance. When we had settled on our line of future operations, which we could
not do till last evening ; immediate steps were taken for pursuing the enquiry, and Mr. Ayrton is
now engaged in tracing out some of the stolen property through the alleged purchasers of it, whose
names appear as such in the books in Captain Burrows’ possession. These books are undergoing
a striet examination by Captain Burrows, he is also in communication with some of the leaders of
the gang, who have shown a disposition to disclose their knowledge of the recent transactions. I
have, in the meanwhile, addressed Circulars of queries in the English and Guzerattee Language to
all the principal traders in the place, a copy of which I enclose.

4. The embarrassment I feel is, that as yet, I have no information upon which I can issue
warrants for the arrest of any of the imputed parties; but [ hope that by tomorrow I shall be
enabled to do so when a further report will be made on the subject.

5. 1 have informed Captain Burrows that we must be content to use the means the law
allows us for the detection and punishment of these depredators.

From Captain I BURROWS, Superintendent of Police; to P. W. LEGEYT, Esq., Senior
Magistrate of Police, dated 24th July 1843, No. 73.

SIR,

In handing up the accompanying two informations I beg to make the following report, which
1 suggest should be communicated to Government.

2. Warrants were issued by me to search the rooms of Premjee and his Brother, and also
that of Mooraj. A small quantity of supposed stolen Opium was found in the room of Premjee and
the Chopras or Account Books of the Gang, commonly known as the Bunder Thieves.

3. I forward Translations from these books which are sufficient to suppose that the orga-

nized system of robbery on the water, from the Cargo Boats in their trips to and fro’ is of a very
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and one of my informants, as will appear in his deposition, states the Gang
peration to his knowledge for 35 years
4. I am told that the
250 persons, and there is a
minor character, bhut with w

parties or Gang concerned are very numerous, perhaps as many as
second Gang of about 60 persons, whose depredations are of a more
hose proceedings my informant declares himself unacquainted.

5. I have at present no information actually to prove the intimate participation of t!w. m‘fe-
rior Custom House Officers and floating Establishment with these Gangs, though, all my infor-
mants assures me that, with one or two exceptions, all are concerned, receiving a  regular
monthly pay ; this remark I am told applies also to the Police, though I cannot from any cross ex-
amination ascertain how they are mixed up any further than that they tolerate men at large, who
are under strong suspicion, amounting almost to certainty as belonging to the Gang of Bunder

Thieves, however any matters springing from this information of a Departmental character will bt.:
for after investigation,

6. In the mean time for a perfect and complete breaking up of the Head or more important

are leagued, 1 am myself (on the information before us, or on .“s‘ -
urself' if' you deem it necessary) of opinion that the whole parties

names appear in the books, should be arrested and called on to
give good secur ity for appearance, and, if possible, that thejr Houses or lodgings should be seal:chcd.
Many of these persons accused are outwardly Merchauts, and men of some substance, and in all

their Ware Houses much of their legitimate property would be found as well as that come by
purchase from the Gang, being of course stolen property,

7. So extended have been the operations of this Gang, that to effectually read them, a‘nd‘ﬂ”
similar offenders, a lesson not to be forgotten, seizure of their persons and.property, under similar
Acts as No. XXX of 1836 against Thugs, or Dacoits, would appear the most prompt and effec-

tual ; indeed so great appears to me the extent of their doings, that an Act might be passed to last
but for a season to enable us to move with full effect,

8. The great safety in using these ap

provers is of course in separating them, and I am led
to believe 4 or 5'persons are willing to tur

n Queen's evidence,

9. The accompanying papers shew that pro

perty to the value of Rupees 65,267-6-3 has been
stolen by one Gang from 3rd November 1842

to Tth June 1843, and this, at the lowest culcuh.l-
tion, may be multiplied by two, as no stolen property even sells for L its value, indeed if we sm({
one } it would be nearer the mark ; this is the operation of one Gang and my informant says we
have the Account Books very incomplete, as he believes they have 4 sets, all distinct, and we ha\fe
one set pretty perfect and part of another, The informant adds that he is sure all this property 18

stolen on the water in loading and unloading the Vessels, and as already stated connived at by the
Custom House and floating Establishment.

10.  To the above Property stolen and solq,

34, which is worth more or less 41,000 Rupees,

sell for § its value we have aloss to the Mep
1,71,634-12-6 between 3rd N

We must add Opium, Maunds 170 equal to Chests

P8
S“PPUSing therefore that the stolen property doe

chants of 1,30,534-12-6 and Opium 41,000, Toral
ovember 1842 and Tth June 1843,

1L 1 have given this early and incomplete re

port, because T wish to know how to proceed.
em disgorge their plunder

g A X 88
il possible, and this can never be done unless
by a very sudden seizure,

12. T cannot pass ove
some Enactment or Jaw against gaming, [ am ind
where gambling is carried on and, as my informan
has its origin in these Houses. You remember |,
and that under date No, 37, Tth April 1843, | a¢
asking for some improvement in the Jay to-check this crime,

13, Whilst writing this letter T am told many of the Gang are leaving the Island, and as
the examination of the books are proceeding, other large sums appear to have been received by
sale of stolen property. '

; y : ity of
v this report without again and again urging on you the necessity 0

1 o es
uced to believe there are more than 40 Ilollxs 3
ts justly say, more than } the crime of the lb'ant
OW earnest I have been with you on this subject,

ldressed Government through you, most carnestly _

e
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W. LEGEYT, Esq., Senior Magistrate of Bombay Police ; to the Secretary to
g Gov.ernment, Bombay, dated Ist August 1843, No. 320.

SIR,

T pelerenite 10 m)" letter, No. 312, dated the 26th Instant, I have the honor to report, that,
n referen )

J i tain Such sworn
. .

% i .()n Wlth the Supel‘llltendent Of POllce, ever y e]ldeav()“l‘ was "la(le t b

mn con unctl (V) W

i i ould ensure a conviction of the parties disclosed as forming the Bundel.' G:.mfg :
mform_atlon s d unsuccessful, we deemed it advisable to proceed to secure the parties ; for
iR pl'()I*‘veida last, I took the information of a person named' Dama Puddumsee, from
W:‘li"h gurl:ois: I(;I:xrr:ws )ll'ecei;ed the communication which led to the seizure of the Books men-
whom Capta

tioned in my former letter.

} iti ward. The Books seized consist of a series
i Pu('lldmzz(e:zljn(:: I;':er:m.}’a}m:ii lt:sfotlill the end of June. There is also a sort of
st ‘%al 4 fectly kept, and some Books of Memoranda detailing the names of the.
L.edgel‘_but F o llmpf:d of \}:arious’ persons to whom sums have been disbursed. 'I"hese together
e t!le i atlhorize my issuing Warrants for the persons named .in the list, as also for
;:Zi}fi‘i.ffc::;‘;té0032wns in which the stolen Goods were said to be deposited.
o

: X - e
3. I may here call the attention of the Honorable the Governor in (;ounc11 .to the dxf;fe:;r:l e
' . i i enera
T ?nrr on an investigation to ascertain the extent or nature of (.fru]ne H;{- g fo,r o
k;tw'eetn cal ix}llve:tigation for the purpose of commi tting individuals for particular offences
agisteria
by the Supreme Court.

. p X (] ]

ho f one of the Gang his object would not be effected. The necessity of obtaining perfect
. house of one

iated, but by ex-
the charge can scarcely be apprec -
i e the accused are aware of't g : he By
tegtimony ?i{?: artifice and fraud no less than the culpable apath{ ;f thff:. ;1:;};1Ve cc:imdestm?, thz
ih el i Ith or influence are enabled to falsify an .
i iminals who have sufficient wealth o ' : £ R A
?Vh:lci}slif: lchain of evidence; no sooner is it known that a particular witness -rﬂir-?; 21 10
req ve a case than he is induced either to disappear or to' appear and com(;m }t) flav{:ﬂing
11))1(;0bome in mind that a witness necessary for the prosecution may thus render it u

i i ted
5. Inthe present case nearly the entire castes of Khojiahs, and Loham;as a:z (::,::f:ted
'the;‘) .by relationship or connections in trade with the accused, S(;'me c;f whom utliv:n e
. : it of defeat the prosecu 5
i t strenuous efforts to de ;
3 ent resources to admit of the mos : : i
b;l ﬁ:zl who had purchased Goods of the Gang were app]le?l to for. t?v1denc? ;m(fi'e; lat }{)erir e
tlw should‘be exempt from all accusation, they persisted in a positive denia fotl e be:n
t;ﬁyl were shown beyond dispute by the seized Books ; and-}.lad any o 1es; tﬁe pmsecu-
s as witnesses, they would, without doubt, have adhered to their asse:i:wnlfi, ant : I]’) s
el : h sed should not only be
i became necessary that the accu
i ould have failed. It therefore . d: ne e
'“Of' :orance of the particutar facts and circumstances upon which the prosecu:;orll) 1;) th:n %Orma]
lg lgrt is to be based, but that an entire chain of evidence should be secured be orf1 thzrir i
o“- terial investigation takes place, which being in the presence of .the prisoners and ot con:e-
X[ﬂgli ‘e'rt once poibnts out to them in what respect the prosecution is defective, an
gents, a : :
q:ence by what means it may be frustrated.

] der the Warrants issued by me nine persons were sei'zed before the alarm was. inven
6‘. U'n o ]ed but the rest of the Gang succeeded in concealing themselves and have hitherto
4 qle"' et 1S:w((;e:wours of the Police to apprehend them. The 9 persons were brought before
ﬂVOldE(: alilatyhe::d re-manded to Goal for further examination on a charge of felony.
me yesterday,

7. T have also received a return to the search Warrants that a largf: fluantlltly :)hfeG;)‘;)sdsi ;v:;:
; d an inventory is now being taken of them. I propose advertlzmg a i fp' “
fOUT_‘d’ 5 i s to come forward. The books are being translated into Engll.-,l} or mo
iy mv-ltenzw::ruirios are being carried on at Panwell to collect the necessary evidence
e:}sﬂlzeff:;r:izt‘ioi of thz Bo;at referred to in Dama Puddumsee’s information.
o




Fort Saint George, Marine Consultation, 251} 7May 1858.

ERGase o L PR B e

N A i

~

A
8. There is however still consig
mony. Parties are ready with storjes
acted in obscurity,  Their motive
sociates are either to gratify some
market of their information,
semblance of being informers ¢
pared to tell something but to ¢
of information the want of whi
particulars from day to day,

9. I have addressed a Circular letter to each of
which I have the honor to enclose, [t is due to twe

Sunkersett and Cursetjee Cowasjee, Esquires,) that ¢,

and are now endeavouring to induce the purchasers of

at particular persong they were made,

10. In conclusion, | beg to entreat that from the di
thieves, who are now concealed in the Natjy

offered for their apprehension,
Council will sanction that course,

erable difficulty in obtaining direct and specific legal I‘esltll'
of a general hature, keeping the part they have persona )_’
in_disclosing their knowledge of the criminality ‘ff their asd
personal feeling of revenge, or in the hope of malu.ng a go;)'e
and perhaps to gerye purposes of extortion or otherwise b)" t 3
rin confidential communication with the Police, they come pr:!d
onceal as much as they can i and they leave you on the thresho d
ch renders thejr fommunication nugatory. Thus we are promise
and as often disappointed in obtaining them,

the Native Justices of the Peace, a copyt"]f
of these functionaries to state (Jug;on"‘;
ey have each volunteered their ﬂ“"w; i;
the Goods te come forward and prove the

. ' 1 l
ficulty experienced in hr)dmlgd tb‘:
e Town, it is very desirable that a reward should &

Sir,

I have now the honor, in reference to my letter, No, 328, of the 5th Instant, to I‘EP"."tdf‘i’;
the information of the Honorable the Governor in Council, *that I have been daily °ccuP“; s
collecting and taking evidence as to the transactions of the Gang of Bunder thieves, and I 1 to.
collected a mass of information, which enables me o lay before Government what I believe
be an accurate account of t

he constitution and Proceedings of this Association.
2. It appears to have been in existence for 4

original members are now living, but as Individualg

x of its
t least twenty years past. Few, if any,
were admitted, and it has thus e

it. others
died or separated themselves fro';: l:&cttount
peration to the present time. The Acco

carried on,

3. It appears from the in

ith the
formation of Dama Ruttonsey, who has been ¢°"“ecwd. wngotm-
G?.ng for upwards of Six years, that about fifteen of the partners formed a sort of Managing Jared
Mittee, and arranged e Purchase and sale of Goods, kept the Aceounts, and settled and decf the
the di.vidends at stated periods, whieh Seem to have oceurred every two months. ‘ Oth‘f";oats H
Association were employed at the different Bunders to receive the Goods landed in thel;r Police
hem unquestioned and uninterrupted by either md Tl: Bunder-
ociation, which appear to have been always near C(I; ":,d, from the
: were employed in the Boats belonging to the Gang to take the o.' tion a pre-
'I.‘mdals of the Ca prahus, between whom and the Chief of the Aﬂs?: léurgos’ and
de to deliver to these Boats a certain portion of e

ts.
e 4 { Accoun
aid either in cash, or on 4 subsequent Settlement ©

o rhad

uantities ©
; most usually received were Sugar, Spices, Dye Woods, S)T RIL: and Opium.
Cotton,' Turmeric, Sandal Wood, Pepper and oceasionally Europe Piece Goods, | arfl the real value.
The prices paid by the Gang appear to have been generally about one-fourth o

he
> ore;andt

€ expenses incurreg by the Gang in porterage, bribes, &c., to about one quarter more ; \ar-
sales by the Gan tai

the
ket value, leavin

Sum actually diy
of property plu

4. The articles

he n
m to have been effected at about 15 per cent. less tha:,:nths
g about 85 PEr cent. net profit 1o be divided. During the last scvenwml amount
ided among the Gang was Rupees 46,531-0-0, which will make the
ndered at something more than a Jae of Rupees.
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. i lunder
: fact is, that during the whole period that this wholesale plu
The most extraordinary fact is, ice Office of any complaint of property lost,
% ied on, we can find no record at the Police ¢ T Bive Tioie b e e
has been carrie ’t been able to connect with the Gang, thoug s
which we have as ye R SRR i S R g g so}r)!;e tltmefumisl; SR
. : 3 L )
N A W};:CI? Zg;jlt[i)on of this Association, and of this ; htOPS] tobzz :ce (;f' Asbiliints & e
mitted at the in hile I can only attribute the a %
i r. In the meanw t to persons here, but to
p g ﬁe];e:}ftegreater part of the plundered property beltc;ngfertil 'r:z’ 5 m};naOEd ¥ te:ll A
robability that the indals, who in fact were the Thi » & ) S
et other places ; aad that th-e g laced the trouble and difficulty of an attemt
parties in ither satisfied them, or pla A i
ies to the sufferers as el to deter them from attempting any g.
stories to t : rty in such a way before them as : o i LI e,
e : : ery large.
to recover the prop Boat never appears to have been v i
fipm.gng Qoe- Boa ips, there is no doubt but the Owners an
The plunder fRuro d other Ships, there pha A
S b hich prevails in taking in Cargo
ined from Cargoes o eleis nod Jodee syatens Whichep g ‘
purloine o . but from the careless he:evil of paying
erers ; . ere oreater than the p
have been the su ; d trouble of tracing losses were g . Lt
in this har the difficulty an . lly, if not universally, submi X
in this harbour, d which was therefore generally, : : bt thoss
tssi roperty an : lelivered bya mistake in the ta Yy vey
for the missing p to believe that if any Goods deli ” ‘hich
. 2 ¢ . . of the Gang whic
There is good l?ason Otaken the surplus was delivered into one of the Boats g
ich a receipt was ; 4 - under.
o v;]:iled daring the trip from the Ship to the B
was

'y general connivance on the part of the Customs and Plohce Sub::;lcllr:att;iss,
6. Without a ey °e‘ could have existed. I have not yet l?een able to ag.)p s
. imposs{ble' - ﬂ"sl Sy(blt(fltlt;ctor of Customs having now been put in corx.1mu1}1]1cai|r<l);1esti“ati0n
A bml: le ithout delay and with his assistance, proceed ;;1 tésmblish;ents,
L e e v;,l ged disbursements by the Gang to the public e,
T th'e i separate book in my possession. The fact 'of lan 'mb S
G e gt Co“_mmed Pl E?t url))lic places without molestation, and the still more t'e =
b mi: fo landed being almost daily disposed of by pubhc}au;) (1)c1>inc L
! Circ“mimn‘; 5 (if;; t}:)ef g:ao ;ssociation near Chinch Bunder, under the eyes of the ;
or other of the depdts $80

the fact of connivance beyond all doubt.

i ded in apprehending
: Police has as yet succee ;
at the Superintendent of : ination, and three
o Statlil rrl:: of thesePI have remanded to Gaol for fuxt}.wr e;ztyn;ll:; ;ho: ke
only 12 of tlule_ Gafé)gf-ﬁce having shown a disposition to aﬂ"ord ;,nf%rén?:w:.Habeas eI
are in the Police ; Supreme Coart this day by Writ o ]
t before the Supreme y T T T
s Ga‘}l 5, ?’ll:(())zg:dinns against them was at the same time served on me ; but the Judg
tiorari for my > s
fx‘:tﬂi?,terfered with the course I am pursuing. : ST e ol T
o
Py 1 lowns and twenty three Boats be ongi i e o
P ldrgff S: ( Oa large quantity of property fourfd 1'n the g:odowx:sithia: o:der e
Gang have been selz Ma,zagon and the public have been invited to gspi‘: iigns I ik
i s e 5
the Police Office 2 have 1 A large number of Account Books
ave lost. 8 insts has any one come
any property they ma{ave been taken possession of by me. Inno mst'tncel roof{) £ the gull
Members of the G;ng roperty thus seized, which affords the strongest moral p
im the p
forward to claim

of the accused. difficulty in obtaining information from the pur'chasers of tl}e fG;loe(%:
A experiel}ce g'e*;t cllisincli};)ation to come forward and state the c1rcul?ita-nc: ?n‘: plicat-
doings ,f wne;:f:gt;znscmus of the Goods having bee;’dSt}?le“ andP: f;‘(:lrn?shr::::; or} habi-
dealings arises from s e B = é =
as receivers, or from fear o ekl R anq pun = |
TR e LA e
wysdata v ive Justices of the Peace now nearly a fortnig s £ communi-
ttention of the Native Jus ok Sl Felugie o 1 v |
::::tafrom only two of the Whl(])(l; (K.Zii,eh:izeptions i A pmpeli{ S'en:te Fif t‘lllii:
g it ther.nlas eems to pervade the whole body. J uggunnath iun .elosfeG:)od: .
b Wh°lc : se"u"y and has taken several depositions from F"Urcl 'avsels rocured {rom
Dol bl 5 m; m t’o me, which I do not believe I could l“‘j p information
pecnn e tPleeslo'l'ee Esquire, has also sent to me two DersOf‘S :; 1;’_,e lthe Nafive
e myseml Dﬁ?ab:;lyity' an(i] t[;is composes the assistance I have received from
was of considerabie ;
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Magistracy in a matter jn which, if they chose,

they could be eminently useful, and where it might
be supposed their commercial int

erests would have been benefited,

10.  The labour of th; i and although I devote as much of my time
exclusively to it as I can spare from the current duties of my office, I progress at a lu{ncntably
slow pace. But [ hope, if it should please His Honor in Council to afford me the assistance I
applied for in my letter, No. 323, dated the 2nq Instant, or some other, which would enable me

to devote mere of my time to this investigation, that I shall proceed in a more satisfactory manner.

I beg to annex a correspondence with My,

confederacy. The information received
information we already have ; but | have been able to
out of the way since giving their depositions 3
nothing of them. The first hames only of the
and no descriptions of their persons be

Danvers, the Junior Magistrate, on the sub-
by Mr. Danvers serves to corroborate the
make no use of itas the informants have kept
and I believe up to this time, Mr. Danvers has seen
parties said to have gone to Demaum ben.lg known,
ing forthcoming, T have not felt Justified in applying to Go-

I think, that Captain Del’ Hos
at once to the Poljce.

P, 8.—Your letter, No.,

1798, has Just been received. I have the satisfaction to inform you
that Premjee Suckoo js one o

f those in custody,
o

From P, w, LEGEYT, Esq., Senior Magistrate of Police i to the Secretary to Government,
Bombay, dated 26th August 1843, No. 366.

Sir,

; 20 nt

[ have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1900 of the :..-nld Inm::x-’

and in reply, to request that you will assure the Honorable the Governor in Council, that nl(i) ht
ertions are spared to bring the circumstances connected with the Bunder confederacy to lig

2. Since my communication to you in No. 339 of th
progressing,and we have endeavoured to tr

and I hope in in one case at least we have

e 14th Instant, the enquiry has been

i IS ;
ace several articles of stolen property to their Owners ;
established the identity.

3. It is my intention under the advice of My, A

; \ h of
of the case from the commencement, of which | informed Government in the 8rd paragrap

_ e A 2 . ial for
my letter, No, 312 of the 26th of last month, to commit the parties now in custody for tri
receiving stolen Goods, 50 soon as the evidence is exhausted,

- uct
yrton,the Solicitor, who has had the cond

4. A case so difficult of legal proof has scarcely ever been before me; and I ]}avtillz‘::‘-
necessarily obliged to adopt measures in the course of my proceedings which have deviate v
siderably from the ordinary course of procedure, and which gave occasion to the Judge to "]l:-th
some remarks in Chambers when the Wit of Habeas Corpus alluded to in my letter of the Rnt
Instant, was returned, which were published inthe News Papers, and on which, having been pre
myself, T would respectfuliy beg leave to record the following observatioms.

5. T beg to state,

wo assump-
that the observations of iy Erskine Perry were based on t
tions : first, that | omit

: ained the pri-
ted to subscribe the depositions i and, secondly, that I detain

y 1 A ‘hich they
ral days without reading over to them the information on W
were seized.

] . . . . H { <1 I)err / was
6. With regard to the first, it is only necessary to explain, that Sir Frskme o )jurat

under a'misapprehension, probably from only cursorily examining the (l(‘p()smf)l.]s, as : oo

which led to this remark was written with the intention of closing the deposition, and ws

i T S : subseribed at
required in consequence of the deposition being continued ; but my signature was subsc
the foot of the entire deposition which wag thus perfectly correct.

7. With regard to the second point, |

itti hem to
stated to the prisoners before committing th
Gaol, that they were charged with being

- ods ; but
Members of the Gang, of receiving stolen Goods ;

bitanre)

ST et
A
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i which they were
y made no communication to them of the evidence on wh .h
h - Iama em° cu awlca 0 arliament u which I was
S s correCtttthaes e time full are of the Act of Parliament under
a y
so charged. I was

i . risoner 5 and no question
f the practice of reading over the information to a prisoner; q
ing and of the p
proceeding

h w Officers of Government ;
" rose on which it was necessary .to consult the La,r l:Oe PR inary iy
ol the"efmﬁ’ ald d part from the strict practice of the law under the ex d um:
: u e
but how far I sho

: iscretion.
estion for my di
case, was a qu
stances of the

‘e ative community
: ing into. an elaborate disquisition on the state of" t:z oljnci] T
B S ?gtle;r dgirﬂ"cult to explain to the Honorable‘the Gov.err.lox i ety
i ALl : i mmission,
of Bomba)’, el 2 im in adducmg PrOOfs of its co 5 f the
i ist i R P it wi be disputed that an immense mass o
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From P. W. LEGEYT, Esq., Senior Magistrate of Police ; to the Secretary to Government,
Bombay, dated 5th September 1843, No. 385.

SIR,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1973 of the 31st August, and

in obedience thereto, to submit the following report of the state of the enquiry relative to the
Bunder Gang.

2. T have now brought to a close nearly all the evidence available against the prisoners in
custody. The Honorable the Governor in Council is already in possessien of a general outline of
» the case, and of the difficulties I have to encounter ; and I now beg to direct his attention to the

particular position at which the case has arrived, and of the defects in the evidence which remain
to be supplied.

3. It is proved that the books seized were used by the Gang, that the Gang were generally

engaged in the sale of Goods by auction at a godown near Chinch Bunder. It is also deposed to,
by the accomplices, that certain individuals of the gang were engaged in particular acts of robbery
on the water, and in receiving stolen Goods at the Bunder ; but not one of these acts is confirmed by
a single witness, nor is it proved that any specific article was ever taken from the Bunder to the
auction godown and there sold.

4. Nearly the whole of the articles were loose in

grain, as pepper, sugar, opium, so as not to
admit of any identity ;

and even long cloth and piece goods being of the common standard quality
equally defied identity ; and copper was the only article which appeared by the books to have been
lately sold at their Warehouse which afforded achance of id

entity ; of this three cakes were traced
to a Merchant at Poonah ;

two pieces remaining unmelted were brought from thence to Bombay ;
and other pieces were traced through several hands in Bombay and found. Some persons who have

lost copper have attended, but have not as yet been able to identify them in such a manner ds to
admit of anticipating a conviction on the evidence of identity alone.

5. It may be asked why the robbery of these Goods is not fixed upon the boatmen ; but the
answer is conclusive. Those who lost the Goods are unable to say in which of the many boats un-

loading the ship the Goods were lost, or whether even they were not stolen from the Ship by
other parties.

6. All the Muccadums and Tindals who were engaged have been interrogated, persuaded,
and even threatened ; but they have not exhibited the slightest disposition either to acknowledge
their guilty participation, or to attempt to discover by whom the offence was committed. It re-

mains therefore to obtain evidence of some of the Goods which there is no doubt were stolen, hav-
ing been carried from the Bunder to the Auction warchouse

soners 5 but this can only be afforded by an accomplice.

7. The Honorable the Governor in Council will thus see the very difficult position T am
placed in. I am expected by Government to prosecute a case to conviction in which I have notone
honest or really credible witness. There are no complainants. The silence of the Customs and
Police Officers has been easily purchased ; and it is not probable from the mode in which we

know the Goods passed into the hands of the Gang, that they could, even if they were willing,
depose, to an act of theft,

, to complete the case against the pri-

8. I have left no means untried, short of a

e . large expenditure of money, to obtain this re-
quisite evidence.

b ! I have requested the Master Attendant to employ some of the Government Tindals
in inducing some of those belonging to the Cargo Boats to disclose what they know, and [ have
offered small rewards to tindals to ascertain what boatmen were engaged in particular thefts, as
the most likely if not the only, means of ascertaining this important i?lf:rmation.

9. T am afraid that the influence which 1 foresaw, and pointed out to the Honorable the
Governor in Council in my letter, No

. 366 of the 26th of August, has operated most projudicially

to keep back other accomplices of the Gang becoming evidences of the prosccution ; they have
been r_nade aware of the defects of the evidence and lulled into such a feeling of security as not {0
deem it worth their while to

i s purchase protection by what they consider an odious betrayal of their
companions in erime ; and here, 1 cannot avoid remarking that the local Press has been most mis-
chievously engaged in keeping up a belief and impression from the first that the presecution
would fail, which is received by ignorant natives with a weight it does not descrve.

" lieve our force wou
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) Proceedings of the Legislative Council on the second reading of the « Marine Police Force (Ma-
navigation of England, systematically pilfered the Goods entrusted to - their care ; and the whole dras) Bill”; vide Page 98 of the Report, Vol. IV, Part III. i .
was a well organized system of depredation, and that too in the face of so superior a class of _ . A copy of this report is now forwarded to the Chamber. The Commissioner of Police
people as the population of England, and that it escaped detection at the hands of the Authorities s SoPY

intimately connected with the Community. has a copy already.

(Signed) T.PYCROFT,

A Chief Secretary.
17. 1 hope I may have succeeded in convincing the Honorable the Governor in Council,
that the Police Authorities have neither been indifferent or'supine in investigating this important

and difficult case ; and that neither the long existence of the Gang or the absenee of legal proof
against the accused is to be attributed solely to the negligence of the Police. To obtain the
latter, the utmost exertions of that most indefatigable professional gentleman, Mr. Ayrton, have
been unremittingly employed from the day I put the case into his hands, the 28th July, and I may
safely assert, that no source from which it was likely any information or evidence could be procur-
ed, has been left unsearched by him ; and I am confident that our ill success is alone to be attribut-

ed to the peculiar position of the witnesses required, and the unbounded influence of caste
feelings and intimidation.

18. I have in other communications asserted that our force is inadequate to the duties ex-
pected of them. I have repeated it in this. In Calcutta, in a District not larger than the area of
the Native Town of Bombay and containing a smaller population, there is a body of upwards of
2000 Policemen; here we have 600 for the whole Island. I will not now assert that it is owing
to this dificiency that so small a number of the accused have been apprehended ; but I would re-
quest the Honorable the Governor in Council to suspend his judgment on this point till the case
now pending is completed, and the Superintendent of Police has had an opportunity of reporting

the nature of his cautions in each case, and to what he attributes his failure in apprehending
more.

From P. W. LEGEYT, Esq., Senior Magistrate of Police ; to the Secretary to Government of
Fort Saint George, dated 2nd October 1843, No. 432.

Sir,

With reference to my letter, dated the 23rd of last Month, No. 417, reporting that 1 had
committed for trial before the Supreme Court
eighteen person connected with the Bunder
Gang of Thieves, I have the honor to report,
for the information of the Honorable the Go-
vernor in Council, that on Saturday last, the
case was tried before the Honorable Sir Er-
skine Perry, and that the ten persons named
in the Margin, were convicted ; the two first nam-
ed were sentenced to be transported for four-
teen years, and the remainder for tenyears, noin-
dictments were preferred against the remaining
eight, who consisted of porters and boatmen in
the employ of the Gang; and they were dis-

charged by proclamation at the close of the Ses-
sions,

1. Saya Damjee, alias Dadur.

2. Damodur, alias Dama Husraz, alias Dama
Bhatteea.

3. Bheem Dossa.

4. Dewchund Luckoo.

5. Husraz Billal, alias Hussa Bullal,

6, Premjee Luckoo. ¢

7. Doegursey Canjee.

8. Dhurrumsey Roya.

9. Jaeram Ruttonsey.

10. Vajeer Jelta.

2. Areport in detail will hereafter be made for the information of His Honor in Council.

No. 2. OrpEr THEREON, No. 193 ; dated 22nd May 1858.

This correspondence will be referred to the Chamber of Commerce and the Commissioner of

Exd. J. A. Wilson.
Police, for any remarks they may have to offer on it, in connection with the Official Report of the
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From P. W. LEGEYT, E
) » Lsq., Senior Magistrate of Polj
Bombay, dated 5th September 1843, No.e ;851)0]10‘3

i to the Secretary to Government,

SIR,
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14. T have no hesitation of asse

toms Establishments have been
e Police was S0 little that its
that the actual thefts
parties from one boat to
Council is aware, is en-
is employed. The
f persons who

rting that had an effective water Division of Police existed
have been brought to a close within one week. | tmay. be
1, but I deny this. In the first place the checks which
ted it, and demoralized and corrupt, as I fear
experience does not prove that they will be-
e to have permitted the depredations

have been bribe
would have preven
tions are,
they must have don

said that they too might
would have existed over them,
the classes employed in Subordinate situa
tray their charge in the wholesale manner

to have continued. .
I need only refer to the Police Reports of 1842, which show only one
; and of 1313 persons suspected of being

been committed in that year ; : ‘
214 were apprehended by the Police, and I sze no reason to be-

less vigilant on the water than on land.
s less startling when it is recollecte

15. To prove this,
case of Burglary to have

have been
d that in the

lieve our force would

. crime will be perhap
16. - The exteitifis 01;;1:(: ofl' Londl:m, systematic Boat robbing is said to have been car-
; v apnpictics  ried on before the building of the 'Docks to the extent of £500,000
Vide Mo Collock's Statistics: t2 d that ‘in the late enquiry into crime in

sterling per annuim; an
the rural distriets, it was ascertain that the great body of the Bargemen engaged in the internal
3 {]
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