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No. 10. From J. T. MACLAGAN, Esq., Acting Secretary Marine Board ; to the Chief Secre-
tary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 29th March 1858, No. 1415. :

SIr,

I have the honor by desire of the Marine Board to acknowledge receipt of Extract Minutes
of Consultation of the 17th Instant, No. 14, on the subject of the retention or otherwise of the
Flag Staff on the Dolphin’s Nose and in obedience to the orders therein to offer the following

remarks.

9. Mr. Reade, the present Collector of Vizagapatam, on noticing that an  expenditure of
440 Rupees had been sanctioned for the erection of a residence for the Signal Serjeant on the
Dolphin’s Nose, records his opinion that there is no necessity for the Flag Staff itself and conse-
quently that it would be a waste of public money to raise the building. He has therefore stopped
the work and recommended that the sanction of Gevernment already passed may be rescinded.
The Government, upon this, desire that the Marine Board will explain on what grounds the

erection of a Flag Staff on the present site was recommended, and state whether it now should be

abandoned.
3. Inthe year 1848, the Government, in their order marginally noted, requested to be in- :

e

formed if there was any absolute necessity for the retention of the

No. 808, dated 4th August Flag Staff on the Dolphin’s Nose and the Board were disposed to
1848, in a letter from the believe that it might have been dispensed with, without any seri-
MilitaryBoard of the 95th  ous inconvenience arising. Before reporting upon the subject they
July 1848. however submitted the question to the late Master Attendant at
Madras and to Mr. Smollett, then Collector of Vizagapatam, inform-

ing the latter that if he concurred.with them in thinking it unnecessary to retain the Flag Staff in
its position, they were prepared to recommend to Government its removal. Both these Autho-
nge and the Board, in their letter to Government of the 7th Septem-

rities were averse to the cha
d in deference to their opinion that the Flag Staff should

ber of that year, No. 1248, recommende
to remain in the position it had always occupied.

4. In 1854, when Mr. Robertson was Collector of the District the Board suggested to him
oval of the Staff to a more convenient position, for it was known that much difficulty was
g from the Master Attendant's Department there in consequence of the
Station being upwards of three miles distant from the Office. Mr. Robertson, however, similarly
objected to its removal but at the same time informed the Board that sanction for a second Sta fr
near the Master Attendant’s Office had been applied for. The correspondence, it appeared, had
passed between the Civil Engineer of the District, the Collector and through the Public Work
without reference having been made to the Board, but as it was clear

be permitted

the rem
experienced in signalizin

Department to Government

that the second Staff was needed no objection was raised.
5. The above explanation will shew that this Board has been inclined to believe that the

Flag Staff on the Dolphin’s Nose could have been dispensed with, but that in deference to views

entertained on the subject by so high an authority as the late Captain Biden, and to those of two

successive Local Officers, they abandoned their own.

6. Mpyr. Reade having now reopened the question, I am instructed to state that the Board
consider there would be no serious inconvenience in abolishing the Flag Staff on the Dolphin’s

E. A . . . . " - -

Nose. Its prmc1pal use is to signalize Vessels coming from the Southward which cannot be seen
from the town till after they have rounded the promontory on which it stands, and this is not of
W il . g . ar 1 7y " 3 YO £ I 1 1 V
sufficient Lona.eq.ucnc.e to 1em}m 1t' adilbahle to ?ontmue the expense. As however this point has
always been distinguishable from its I lag Staff, it would be advisable to have an Obelisk erected in
lieu for the guidance of Mariners, due notice thereof being inserted in the Official Gazette.

No. 11. ORDER THEREON, No. 172; dated 7th May 1838.

The Governor in Council resolves, under the opinion given by the Marine Board in the
concluding para : of their letter, to divect that the orders for the construction of the Signal Se-r;
jeant's quarters on the Dolphin's Nose near Vizagapatam be suspended. It scems however l‘:ll-
necessary to erect an Obelisk in place of the Flag Staff as the letter will serve sufficiently to indicate
the promontory and should be retained at all events, for the present. ey










Exd. J. A, Wilson,
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