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Fort Saint George, Marine Consultation, 20th April 1858.

No. 10. FromJ. T. MACLAGAN, Esq., Acting Secretary Marine Board ; to T. PYCROFT,
Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 16th March 1858,

No. 1179.

SIr,

I have the honor by desire of the Marine Board to forward the accompanying copy of a
communication from Mr. Thomson, Master Attendant, Cocoanada, enclosing a Statement of the Fees
credited to Government since 1851, for the Registry of Cargo Boats at that Port, and requesting
that his application to have them made over to him may be submitted to Government for their

) decision.

2. At Madras the Fees for the Survey, Registry and License of Boats, are carried to the credit
of the Disabled Boatmen's Fund. The Fee for Survey, authorized under Section 3 of Act IV of
1842, is payable to the Master Attendant, while no mention is made as to the disposal of the
License and Registry Fees, in that part of Section 2 (the conclusion) authorizing their levy. The
Rules for the management of the Disabled Boatmen’s Fund, which are subsidiary to that Act,
provide, however, for the last named Fees being carried to its credit, but it has been the practice
in fact to hand over the whole of the Fees to that account,

3. Some years back, in 1847, similar applications were made by the Collectors of Rajahmundry
and Malabar, and the Board acting in accordance with the principle which they believed the
Government wished to adopt as regarded salaries, namely, that no portion of them should be
derivable from Fees, directed that those levied at Out-ports for the Survey of Cargo Boats should

he carried to the credit of Government.

4, The Board do not think that any alteration is now needed, with the exception that on
the introduction of Act XXII of 1855, at certain Out-ports, the Fees should be carried to the
credit of the Port Fund in lieu of to Government.

From H. THOMSON, Esq., Master Attendant; to J.T. MACLAGAN, Esq., Acting Secretary
Marine Board, dated Coconada, 14th February 1858, No. 30. ; :

SIR,

I have the honor to enclose a Statement shewing the amount of Fees paid into this Distric;
I'reasury for Registering Boats, Dhonies, &c., according to Section 2 of Rules and Regulations
for the better management of Cargo Boats, Dhonies, &c., at Out-ports, as laid down at page 11 of
the Blue Book for the guidance of Master Attendants at Out-ports.

From the wording of the last para:* of the
* And to enable the Registering Officer to grant above alluded to Section, it is clear that the
a correct License he shall Survey or cause to Fee therein mentioned is for the Surveying
be surveyed any such Boat or Canoe in pre- Officer, and taking into consideration, the small
sence of the Owner or amy person deputed by salary that the Master Attendant at Out-ports
him the Fee for such Survey being as follows. receive and which at this Port is very arduous
and increasing daily, I hope the Board will
not deem me troublesome in now soliciting their aid and recommendation, in laying this my claim
to a refund of the Fees as laid down in the accompanying Statement for the favorable consideration
of Government, and which I consider a just claim and what T am entitled to by the above alluded
to Section, as there is no Government order among the Records in my Office to pay this into the
Public Treasury. I am sure the Board will agree with me in the Justice of this claim if they will
only take into consideration the wording of the para: above alluded to and the numerous duties
I have to perform without either Fee, remuneration, or even Travelling Allowances.
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Fort Saint George, Marine Consultation, 20th April 1858.

Master Aitendant.

H. THOMSON,

(Signed)
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Fort Saint George, Marine Consultation, 20th April 1858.
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bis ;n the enclosure to the foregoing letter, Mr. Thomson, the Master Attendant at Cocanada,
states that he has levied from 1851 to 1858, or during his incumbency of that Office, tllt? sum

566-8-0, in Fees for Registering Boats at that Port. This amount has been paid into

g s , the Collector’s Treasury, but he contends that it should
April 1847. be refunded to him, it being clearly the intention of the
Rules* for Out-ports that the Fee in such cases should

e of the Master Attendant. The Marine Board, on the other hand, think that
P um has been properly credited to Government.
::Of;]feuBoard do not think that any alteration is now needed, except, that, on the introduction of
« Act, No. XXII of 1854, at certain Out-ports, the Fees should be carried to the credit of the

« Port Fund, in lieu of to Government.” :

9. The Rules referred to, the Government observe, were perulgated' un.der the sanction
of Act, No. IX of 1846; and, as required by that Act, they are similar in principle to the pro‘w-
sions contained in Act, No. IV of 1842, commonly known as the © Madras Roads Boat Regulation
Act.” _ .

3. By Sections IT and III of the last mentioned Act certain .Fe'es are leviable for tl}e survey,
admeasurement and registration of Boats. These Fees, the Board mt}mate, have alw;.ays in 'Madras
been carried to the credit of the ¢ Disabled Boatmen’s Fund.” It is, however, quite evident to
Government that they are the legitimate perquisite of the Master Attendant of the P_ort.; and
in waving his claim to them, the late Captain Biden made a handsome yearly subscription on
behalf of a very deserving charity. As the rules for Out-ports are avowedly taken from the Rules
provided by the “ Madras Roads Boat Regulation Act,” it follows that Master Attendants at Out-
ports should be considered in a similar position, in respect to these Fees, as the fos.ter Attendant
‘Where there is no Master Attendant, the Government are of opinion that the
1d be carried to the public credit. Mr. Thomson’s Account will therefore
with liberty to carry to his own credit all future Fees on this head.

OrpER THEREON, No. 157 ; dated 20th April 1858.

% Pide Gazette, dated 30th

be the perquisit
y }I)ld should be made, being clear that the s

at Madras.
amount collected shou

4. In regard to the Board's remark, that, on the introduction into any Port O.f th? “ Harbour
Act,” the said Fees should be carried to the Port Fund, it does n.ot appear.tha't this will l?e neces-
sary. Section 11 of that Act enumerates certain Laws the operation of which is to cease P?rfs
t to that Act. In this list neither Act, No. IV of 1842, nor Act, No. IX of 1846, is

lared subjec : : ;
e J for the survey and registration of a Massulah Boat is obviously not considered

mentioned. A Fee

islative Council a Port Due.
e, (Signed) T. PYCROFT,

Cluef Secreiary.

Exd. J. A. Wilson.
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