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No. 8. From J.T. MACLAGAN, Esq., Acting Secretary Marine Board ; to T. PYCROFT,
Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 15th March 1858,
No. 1174.
SIR,

I have the honor by desire of the Marine Board to inform

Mr. and Mrs, Bennet, you that in pursuance of the instructions conveyed in Extract
2 . Langley. Minutes of Consultation of the 25th January last, No. 44, they
Mprs. Brooks and 2 Sons. embarked the Emigrants named in the margin on board the
Mr. B. Donnelly. Steam Transport “Thebes” for Galle on the Ist Ultimo, and
s J. Thorne. that they addressed the Master Attendant at that Port by the s ame
, J. Alderton. opportunity with a request that he would arrange for their further
s, N. Barnett. passage thence to Melbourne in the first © Australian” Company’s
R. Langley Steamer as Second Class Passengers, and endeavour to obtain
A L(L)zg[cy} o3 some reduction in the rate, £25, in consideration of the peculiar

' circumstances of their case.

2. A Bill herewith forwarded amounting to £312-10, has been submitted for their onward
passage from Galle, the parties having re-embarked on the 13th Ultimo, and I am directed to
solicit that the Government will be pleased to sanction the amount and request the Government
of Ceylon to cause payment to be made, debiting this Presidency accordingly.

3. It will be perceived on perusal of the letter from the Agent to the “Australian™ Company,
copy of which is attached to the Bill and marked C, that he was about to refer the subject of the
refund of any portion of the passage money to the Directors of the Company in England.

4. In addition to the charges actually incurred on account of these Emigrants, I am to
inform you that a claim has been made by the Commander of the Swedish Ship “Thor,” which
Vessel brought them here for compensation for feeding them from the time they were received
on board to the date of their landing.

5. On the 8th of December, 43 persons in all were received from the burning Ship
« Helen” on board the “ Thor.” On the 11th ten of these including the Commander and
Officers were transferred to a French Vessel, and on the 4th of January ten Men, Sailors, were
taken on board the Steamer ‘¢ Undaunted” bound to Calcutta. There were therefore, as stated
in the application from the Commander of the *“ Thor” herewith forwarded, 43 persons for 8 days
33 for 24 days, and 23 for 13 days, the Vessel having arrived at Madras on the 16th January.

6. The Emigrants took with them no board the “ Thor” sufficient provisions for the first
three weeks. After this a Cask of Beef and one of Pork with Biscuit was given to them, and a
further supply was obtained from the * Undaunted” on payment, as appears from a receipted Bill
which has been produced.

7. The demand made is £100, not as compensation for the trouble taken in providing for so
large an addition to the numbers on board the “Thor,” but as a re-imbursement for the expenses
actually incurred. These however can hardly have amounted to half the amount named: yet in
consideration of the circumstances and as an inducement to others to render assistance to parties
in like distress the Board would suggest that the claim be admitted.

o4

7. T am further to add the deposition taken by the Board of two of the most respectable
and intelligent of the Emigrants regarding the circumstances connected with the fire, and their
subsequent proceedings in order that it may be sent with the other papers to the Board of Trade.

8. In conclusion I am to submit a Memo : of the entire expenses incurred on their ac-
counts, observing that the Emigrants carried with them sufficient money subscribed by benevo-
"lent individuals at Madras to support them during their stay at Galle while awaiting the “ Austra-
lian” Steamer, and that those who have not been mentioned in the Ist pava: have preferred to
remain-at Madras.
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From Mr. E. E. WESTMAN, C r
_ E. s Commander Swedish Ship ¢ P
Marine Board, Madras, dated 22nd January s‘1858}"1) i Secretary gl

Siw,

I have the honor to brin i
g to your notice th
and Passengers of the American Ship « H;cl:n o
on to Madras in the Swedish Ship ’

" V i 7 Ci g ( er rew
owing lcumstances I.ll‘l(] “'l i ‘
% = ]lch the (‘
’

“Thor” under Ry were brought

- IOn thf? 7(tlh December 1857, the American Ship
receiv

this accidenteareosz(])a-rd f'or.ty three persons from that Vessel, the . circu

RS 507 SP ained in a letter from Captain West, Master ofm}ftﬂ?‘ccs connected with

PR 0 gn Secretary of State to the United States of Ameri the “ Helen,” to General
e the honor to enclose. merica, a copy of which letter I

6 o,
Helen” caught fire and on the following

2 Of the Cr"ew and Passengers received on board m
iree days, thirty three for twenty seven days
larger number of these persons are British Su

s twen)t' S}}l‘lp forty three persons remained for
— ¥ three persons for thirty-nine days. Th
Jects proceeding as Emigrants to Australia e

I have no desire to
ask for any compensation f
s : mpensation for the personal tro
s }) y have been exposed to by having so large a number of persoxuble 3
10nor to request you will obtain the sanction of Goy s

my Owners have been subjected to, which
Sterling.

discomfort my Ship’s

my Ship; but I hav
ernment to repay to me .
. the ex

I cannot estimate atless than (one bundred?p.z\l‘:;;

l'rom. Mr. THOMAS F. WEST ; to the Honorable Gener:
ton, United States, on hoard the * Thor”
ber . 1857.

e al CASS, Secretary of State, Wnshing-
of Geffle, Sweden, dated Madras, 8th Decem-

HonNorep Sir,

lt. is my painful duty to inform you that 1 huv;a been com
my Ship the. “Helen” of Boston, United States, at Sea
on the morning of the 7th Instant at half past two a M’

and twenty Passengers from London to Melbourne, A

: : ‘ , Australia, is i i

:‘[gisen: .o?; sz:i::fll):::d::ni.ts};)ns, Boston, and had on board m’yse;lf31 ;\I':“;zl: ar:wSohwaowned '

have been received in the ki;d e i 2 Passe;‘ o "wers’ a.“d

St I . est manner by Captain Westman (who has b l’s T e

3 a: o 113 required for his own Crew) on board his Ship the « T} "Ut -

beenp:uc]]u::i ;’ ;el::llac(;'ew to much inconvenience to accommodate ulsoral

Crew of her Citizen, ;la::c;n (ienu::(.:]l: (:fc::f ZPP“OPIWO“ (’f s

e : >xtreme peril and which under sueh o ves i

37°50° Swﬂl:d z}gl;gn‘;?:ui‘]:a;::;l;fi;t noon on Tuesday the 8th Decel:n(l:)l::ull:zz::cs HSLUS'“al]Y

we were safely conveyed in our B ast during a Gale of wind and in a heavy Se ’1;" lamu'de

mendation will meet with 9ats from the.one Ship to the other. Trusti = ks
your usual kind consideration and attention et ki

‘ pelled by dire necessity_to abandon

mh consequence of her Cargo taking fire
g L=}

» S1€ Was on a voyage with general Cargo

e accommodation
of Geffle, Sweden, he
I, and his conduct has
for his kindness to a

Depositions made by Mr. Geo i
- depRh % rge Harrison and ) x
Ship “ Ellen” bound from London to Melbourne. B e i ks e o

: bWe left I]Eng(zjland on the 7th October and tovehed no w
ember near the C: 2
who called out forlg:e:;:n; :‘i(;’ o oo ﬂ“‘akf,:ne(I by acry of fire from the Captai d
winbigys : . s cpme on Deck if they wished to save their Jiy ot e
| p, some but half clothed when the hatches w. o
down. Smoke was entering our teeth from the fore part %
smoke rising from the fore hatch, even ufter it had bet&u t:
Deck the Captain cut a scuttle in the Deck a little be
no smoke issued. A quantity of Acids was
ordered to be thrown over bhoard, together

here on our passage, on the Tth De-

; : We accordingly
immediately closed and battened
and on coming on Deck we noticed
‘br:tt;lned dmf'n. .S:‘hortly after we came on
i i ¢ part in which we were berthed but

; _ @ house on deck which the Captain then
with a portion of provisions stowed there, other pro-

. ceived on board the “ Thor.” We took on board sufficient provision

.
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visions were then put into the boats with the intention of abandoning the Vessel. Parties were
told off for each boat but on the snggestion of the Carpenter the Captain decided to remain by
the Ship, and we commenced flooding the Decks with water. This was about 12 o’Clock noon.

y mnervous state of mind, and was scarcely able to

During this time the Captain was in a highl
s a sober man and

give coherent orders, the Chief Mate was cool and collected. The Captain wa

very attentive to his duties.

During the afternoon the smoke increased from the fore part of the Ship but no flames were
seen even to the time of our quitting the Ship. There was a large tank- holding several hundred
gallons of fresh water stowed in the hold about midships, and when we first pumped up th'is water
it was warm but not hot. There was a larger quantity of Spirits in (Casks, and some Oil in drums
in the hold with between 2 and 300 Tons of Coals. The Decks were not very hot but warm, it

was cold weather.
past four we discovered the Swe-
ds. After hailing and arranging
the same afternoon and were re-
s for three weeks during which

We stood to_the North East till next morning when at §
dish Ship * Thor” which we.came up with about an hour afterwar
to be taken on board we all left the Helen” in our own boats on

time we drew nothing from the “Thor” but water.

m Nantes bound to Trincomalee when th-e Cap
Seamen left in her, the Captain taking
Brandy and Sardines. He was
although it had been put on

On the 11th we fell in with a French Ship fro
tain, his two Mates, the Cabin passenger, Steward and 5
the greater part of the delicacies, such as Hams, Cheeses, Wines,
asked to leave some of the Wine for medical purposes but refused,

board expressly for that purpose.

After we wereall on board the « Thor,” the Captain  Westman of this Vessel asked the Cap-
tain of the « Helen ” if the wished to send the boat back to the burning Ship. The latter said
no and directed her to be cut away. We complained of the plight in which we were left when
he said that he had a draft for £3,000 and that we should not be losers for he would share it

with us.
« Helen” the Cabin passenger, Mr. Roupell, asked us if we had

On the marning after we left the
he Captain’s having made strenuous endeavours to

any objection to signa document certifying to t
save the Ship. To

 He said that the Captain had offered the Captain of the
for 24 hours, and likewise £500 to carry us to the Mauritius,
We know that these offers were never made although the Captain of the
ment to the effect that he would not remain by the Ship. : A ;
terests we signed the Certificate which Mr. Rou-
n and Mates, no money was left with us,
d to our destination from the place at

« Thor” £1000 to stop by the vessel
both which offers had been refused. .
« Thor” signed a Docu-

Thinking that it would be better for our in
pell asked for, and when he left the Ship with the Captai
nor was any arrangements made for assisting us to procee
which we might land.

We also signed a Certificate testifying to the goo
occasion. This they well deserved,

d conduct of the Mates during this trying

Thor” we were very short of water, after the first three
weeks the Captain gave us a Cask of Beef and one of Pork with Biscuits, at first al-
most uneatable, Butter was then supplied but we had nothing else. Our meals were two
a day. Breakfast, Tea and Biscuits, and dinner, the same, with a little Pork or Beef, we had no

Sugar or Coffee.

On the 4th of January we gpbke the Steamer ¢ Undaunted” Captain Franklin bound to Cal-
cutta with horses from Sydney. She celieved us of ten Sailors, and supplied us with two Casks of
water, a bag of Peas, a bag of Rice, a barrel of Flour and one Sheep which theCaptain of the “Thor”
said he had purchased and paid for. After this we had an.ample supply of water, and lived well.

During our passage in the *

On the 16th January we arrived at Madras.
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The “ Helen” was owned by Messrs : Cunningham and Sons of Boston, Chartered in by John
Ledgett and Sons, Billiter Street, London, from whom we engaged our passage,

b The “Helen” had a mail bag on board for Sydney, and one for Melbourne. These were hang-
ing up in the Cabin. Before Mr. Donnelly left the ship he asked Mr. Roupell, who it is believed
was the Supercargo, whether they should not be taken at the same time the Crew left. The reply
was the mail be d d. They were small bags which could be carried by hand.

Taken before me this QGth January 1858.

; (Signed) JOHN J. FRANKLIN,
Justice of the Peace for the Town of Madras.

Ao Ay e
| - A

(True Copy )
(Signed) J. T, MACLAGAN,
Acting Secretary.

MEemo : oF ExPENCES incurred on account of “ Helen's” Emigrants.

‘Claim for compensation by Commander of the Ship “ Thor” £100 or Rs. LoD 0 o

Commissary General for provision supplied to the “Thebes”,.... .. W 8 14 %

Boat hire for conveying them to the ‘“ Thebes”.................. . % 1 -8

Passage money Bill from Galle to Melbourne, £312-10-0............. - » 1RG0 0

Company’s Rupees...4,135 ¢ ?

No. 9. ORrpER THEREON, No. 132; dated 25th Mareh 1858. . ———"""

1. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council sanctions the Bill of the Sup erintendent N
of the European and Australian Royal Mail Company for passage money for conveying 13 of the //;/
Emigrants referred to from Galle to Melbourne, amounting to £312-10-0 or Rupees (3,125) AR

three thousand one hundred and twenty five, and he will request the Government of Ceylon to
make the payment and debit the amount to this Presidency.

2. The Governor in Council also sanctions, on the recommendation of the Marine Board,
the disbursement of one thousand Rupees claimed by Captain Westman, Commander of the Swed-
ish Ship “Thor,” on account of the expenses incurred in providing for the Emigrants on board
of that Vessel, and also the charges for Boat hire and for provisions supplied by the Commissary
General on their account to the Steam Transport “ Thebes, ” amfounting to Rupees (10-6-7) ten,
annas six and pice seven,

3. The Commissioner of Police will report the amount of the expenses incurred in subsisting
the Emigrants at the Sailors' Home in order that the whole disbursement on thejy account may be
brought to the notice of the Honorable the Court of Directors, to whom the, matter will be speci-
ally reported.

Ordered that the following letter be Despatched.

(Signed) H. FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Government,

-

“er't.No. 10, To tuE CoLoNIAL SECRETARY AT Covromso, dated 25th March 1858, No, 138.
;- SIR,
In forwarding to you the accompanying Extract from a letter from the Marine Board report-
ing the provisions of a passage to Melbourne

oIy TS N -+ N3 ‘
S e b

_ Dated 15th March 1858, No. 1174, paras: 1t03. for certain Emigrants on board the E. and A. Mgy PR R SRR S < ¢ D ol S :
- Royal Mail Company's Steamer * European,” 92 %

at a cost of (£ 312-10-0) Pounds three hundred and twelve and Shillings ten, I am directed by
the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to request that the Government of Ceylon will be
so good as to arrange for the payment of the Bill of the Superintendent of t}¢ Company for the
above amount, debiting the same to this Presidency.
(Signed) H. FORBES,

Acting Secretq ry to Government.

.. Exd. J. A. Wilson.




B

@‘_n_‘:/‘( 4‘» &“aﬁ:—w%
é@zdmm‘zfgéé‘ 2‘
5

e ok, . A

4%»14,, - P g /2-!-

(_(‘7‘ “: ':‘
f L.

it Ay / e ‘”/ b

e / ___/ '

- z PP 1
)’ ((/ (. (("Z/ 2 o g PR :

/
/i

7

/‘oz
4

P e

oot (_ W ot
lon oo s e AR
/ 2 ///W‘

.4‘—

e,,“
,,, ..(%/

/(ﬂl 144(./"'
’%fr‘ Ia()ro

e e

{c“/w/ emé}/:
B i R

ﬂuﬁ z a/ _,___-ffi

™y C‘i_-««% /%"2;& AT W ST

—




P?\ %
N ¥ R
. ‘;‘ e R axe 3 & \ﬁ"/
B N ) G 3 '%;

g
R
)
]
i
P
3
2
N
ALV 567 M/m%v

rerapte putgy
(7 "71“-4?¢gf__ﬂy/7

C 28 Dok |
225 - | » . j , ; i 0 | Y e




: \\a. s yera) AL mnﬁw\.wu
b \wnvlk N‘ Fs
i 7% \h J \Nkv\bwm\\%wwﬂbt

\Qv \N\.ub\\% \uv na\\
QW\ \,.\ \

T ik G

Y Loppres#”
N/35

\%\n\\ﬁmx\ \M\\\\ \N\

\“Q %J

ﬁ% 7Y PIA k‘\w

Poftead /87 il 16 5%
N2 V47




	Image00010
	Image00011
	Image00012
	Image00013
	Image00014
	Image00015
	Image00016

